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PREFACE. 


H  E  apology  of  writing  for  the 


-*•  ufe  of  thejuniorsinthe  profeffion, 
however  trite  and  common,  will  I  hope 
exempt  the  author  from  the  feverity  of 
criticifm  as  well  as  the  charge  of  pre- 
fumption.  He  hath  now  thought  proper 
to  prefix  his  name  to  his  work,  though 
contrary  to  his  firfb  defign,  (as  exprelfed 
in  the  introdu&ion  wrote  above  a  year 
ago.  How  much  his  labours  can  con¬ 
duce  to  the  important  end  of  promot¬ 
ing  medical  literature,  he  pretends  not 
to  fay  ;  but  he  will  venture  to  declare, 
that  he  has  advanced  no  one  fentiment 
but  what  is  founded  (to  the  belt  of  his 
knowledge  and  underftanding)  upon 
the  moll  refpeftable  authority,  that  of 
fafts. 

Whatever  may  be  the  fuccefs  or  the 
execution  of  his  plan,  the  author  re¬ 
mains  convinced  of  its  utility  :  and  he 
wifhes  that  fome  other  gentlemen  would 
join  with  him  in  the  fame  intention  of 
communicating  medical  intelligence, 
either  in  this  or  in  anv  other  form 

*  *  .  t  > 

judged  more  eligible.  A  fociety  might 
be  eftablifhed  for  this  purpofe,  and  the 
members  of  it,  however  diftant  from 


each 


C.2  ] 

each  other,  aflift  in  the  general  defigrj, 
by  means  of  correfpondence :  thofe 
gentlemen  who  are  willing  to  concur 
in  this  fcheme  are  requefted  to  fignify 
their  intentions  by  letters  to  the  au¬ 
thor. 

The  continuation  of  this  work  de¬ 
pends  upon  the  reception  it  meets  with 
from  the  public,  and  the  affiftance  of 
correfpondents,  which  he  earneftly  fo- 
licits. 

The  author  cannot  conclude  without 
expreffing  his  thanks  for  the  civilities 
and  encouragement  received  from  the 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  in  this  town, 
in  refpefl  to  the  anatomical  leclures. 

Some  particular  obligations  are  due 
to  Doftor  AJh,  and  Doctor  Sviall ;  to 
Mr.  HeElor,  and  Mr.  Parrott,  Surgeons. 
The  friendihip  and  intimacy  with  which 
he  is  honoured  by  thefe  gentlemen, 
have  given  him  opportunities  of  pro¬ 
fiting  by  their  judicious  remarks  and 
unreferved  converfation :  and  the  au¬ 
thor  hopes  they  will  afcribe  this  public 
mention  of  their  names  to  the  grati  tude 
and  refpeft  he  owes  them. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 

The  author  of  the  Medical  Mifcellany 
begs  leave  to  prop  of e  a  Tranjlation  of  Lieu- 
taud’s  Synopfis,  which  he  thinks  would  be 
one  of  the  mof  ufeful  books  for  young  fu- 
dents ,  and  for  all  who  delight  in  Medical 
reading,  ever  pubhfhed  in  England .  The 
great  abilities  of  Lieutaud  both  as  a  phy - 
fcian  and  anatomifl  are  equally  confpicu- 
ous.  In  the  method  of  claffmg  difeafes  and 
in  treating  of  them  he  has  undoubted  me¬ 
rit;  being  at  the fame  time  concife  and  full, 
founding  his  fyjlem  upon  reafon  and  expe¬ 
rience.  This  intended  tr.anflation  of  the 
Synoplis  ilniverfae  Praxeos-Medicae, 
( with  occafional  notes  by  the  tranfator ) 
comprehending  an  account  of  all  difeafes , 
will  form  two  handfome  odavo  volumes, 
price  ten  fhillings,  to  be  publifhed  by  fub~ 
fcription.  ' 

Thofe  gentlemen  who  are  willing  to  pro¬ 
mote  this  ufeful  work ,  are  defined  to  fend 
their  names  and  addrefs,  to  Mr.  W.  Nicoll, 
at  No  in  St.  Paul  j  Church-yard ,  Lon¬ 
don  ;  and  to  A,  Pearfon  and  S,  Aris*  in 
Birmingham, 


INTRODUCTION. 


Hp  H  E  defign  of  this  work  is  to  commu¬ 
nicate  to  the  public,  from  time  to  time. 
Cafes  and  Obfervations  in  Phyfic  and  Surgery, 
which  the  author  hath  collected  either  in  the 
couvfe  of  his  own  reading  and  pradtice,  or  which 
he  may  receive  from  the  kind  information  of  others. 
The  ultimate  end  being  to  range  in  proper  order 
fuch  materials  as  may  afford  amufement  and  im¬ 
provement  to  thofe  who  are  folicitous  in  promot¬ 
ing  the  honour  and  intereft  of  the  medical  art,  in 
all  it  various  branches.  But  as  the  author  is  con- 

r  *■  t  **". 

fcious  of  his  own  infufficiency  to  conduct  ah  un¬ 
dertaking  of  this  extenfive  nature,  in  the  manner 
he  could  wifh  without  fome  affiftance,  he  there¬ 
fore  begs  leave  to  explain,  as  clearly  and  concifely 
as  poffible,  the  method  he  propofes  to  follow  in  this 
publication,  that  from  the  arrangement  of  the 
work  gentlemen  may  better  judge  what  part  of  it 
is  moft  adapted  to  their  refpe&ive  tafle,  and  from 
thence  take  their  choice  in  what  manner  to  contri¬ 
bute  towards  the  fupport  and  continuation  of  this 
Mifcellany. 

Upon  confidering  the  many  difficulties  that 
muff  unavoidably  occur  in  fyftematical  writing, 
difficulties,  obvious  both  on  account  of  the  great 

variety  of  elaborate  works  already  publiffied,  which 

a  are 
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arc,  from  their  acknowledged  merit,  become  the 
flandards  by  which  our  practice  is  regulated,  and 
on  account  of  his  own  inability,  the  author  refold¬ 
ed  to  exercife  himfelf  in  an  inferior  department. 
Indeed  it  is  often  matter  of  extreme  aftonifhment 
to  him,  on  viewing  the  voluminous  productions  of 
fome  writers  in  phyfic,  both  antient  and  modern,  to 
find  that  they  had  fo  much  fpare  time  to  employ  in 
compiling  their  works  :  either  their  genius  muff 
excel,  or  their  manner  of  life  muff  totally  differ 
from  the  prefent ;  for  how,  even  a  moderate  fnafe 
of  practice,  followed  with  that  attention  and  aihdu- 
i-ty  which  are  daily  requifite  to  obtain  fuccefs 
and  reputation,  (interrupted  as  wre  are  by  various 
avocations  in  life,  by  ceremony  and  the  cuftoms 
of  the  \vorld,  ahd  embarrafied  by  oppofition 
and  difficulties)  will  hardly  allow  fufficient  time 
for  any  man  to  range  his  reflexions  and  obfer  va¬ 
rious  in  fuch  order  as  to  aflift  even  himfelf,  in  his 
future  pradiife  ;  much  lefs  is  it  to  be  expedled  that 
what  he  commits  fo  haflily  to  memory,  can  be  ren¬ 
dered  worthy  the  acceptance  or  the  regard  of  the 
public. 

For  thefe  and  various  other  realons,  the  title  of 
Mifcellany  was  thought  mofl  fuitable  to  this  under¬ 
taking  ;  becaufe  in  a  colledlion  of  this  nature, 
which  is  not  compofed  in  any  pfecife  order  or  me  ¬ 
thod,  and  which  does  not  require  great  genius 
or  depth  of  erudition,  the  author  imagined  he 
might  with  more  advantage  employ  fome  portion 

of 
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of  his  leifure  hours  ;  and  befides,  he  could  by  this 
means  give  every  gentleman  an  opportunity  of 
obliging  the  public  with  fuch  cafes  and  obferva- 
tions  as  are  deemed  worth  preferring  from  oblivi¬ 
on  :  for  it  would  be  juftly  thought  an  abfurd  pre- 
fumption  in  any  one  man,  however  eminent  for 
genius,  or  improved  by  fludy  or  practice,  to  at¬ 
tempt  carrying  on,  alone,  for  any  long  fpace  of 
time,  a  work  whofe  effential  merit  confiffs  fo  much 
in  variety.  Either  his  ability,  his  time,  or  his  fadts 
mud:  fail  him  ;  therefore,  the  continuation  of  this 
Milcellany  depends,  in  a  great  meafure,  upon  the 
affiflance  of  others.  What  materials  the  author 
hath  already  colledled,  will  be  offered  to  the  pub¬ 
lic,  till  the  whole  flock  is  exhaufled,  and  if  no 
fupplies  come  in,  the  book  muff  foon  be  clofed. 

The  author  having  thus  made  known  his  defign, 
and  alfo  confeffed  his  weaknefs,  yet  prefumes  to 
efteem  it  a  particular  felicity,  that  the  zeal  which 
animates  him  in  this  labour,  will  not  give  him  the 
lead:  uneafinefs  if  fie  does  not  meet  with  fuccefs. 
Indifferent  as  he  is  to  fame,  and  not  aiming  at 
profit,  but  on  the  contrary  incurring  expence,  he 
refls  his  claim  to  encouragement  upon  his  difin- 
tereflednefs  in  both  thefe  points.  So  precarious 
does  the  attempt  appear,  even  to  his  own  under¬ 
standing,  that  he  hath  not  yet  difcovered  his  name 
or  his  intention  even  to  his  neared  intimates  * 
chufing  rather  firfl  to  try  what  reception  his 

fcherpc  meets  with  from  the  world,  than  to  in- 

a  2  volve 
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volve  any  friend  in  an  unfuccefsful  enter  prize. 
Indeed  the  concealment  of  his  name  is  pru¬ 
dent  on  many  accounts  :  by  feme  an  author  is 
conlidered  as  a  term  of  reproach,  by  feme  of  ri¬ 
dicule,  and  by  others  he  is  made  an  objedt  of  envy  :• 
befides,  when  a  man’s  name  is  known,  his  opini¬ 
ons  frequently  lofe  their  weight  *,  nor  can  he  fafely 
exercife  his  genius  with  that  freedom  as  is  necef- 
fary,  efpecially  if  he  fhould  call  in  queftion  efta- 
blilhed  cuftoms,  or  errors  (which  are  often  times 
terms  fynonymous)  or  if  he  fhould  diffent  from 
fome  modes  of  practice,  or  forms  of  prefeription, 
liberties  which  he  claims  a  right  of  exercifmg  up¬ 
on  proper  occafions.  Unknown  therefore  as  he  is 
at  prefent,  unacquainted  with  the  arts  of  book- 
making,  defirous  only  of  preparing  the  way  for 
others,  he  fubmits  his  plan  to  the  confideration  of 
the  public,  hoping  that  fome  more  able  hand  will 
offer  to  Hi  are  the  trouble  with  him,  and  fome  cor- 
refpondent#  generoufly  afford  him  the  affiftance 
he  lblicits. 

The  author  will  not  prefume  to  urge  the  encou¬ 
ragement  given  to  medical  effays  as  a  proof  of  the 
propriety  of  this  undertaking  :  he  is  fenfible  of  the 
difference  that  muff  unavoidably  appear  between 
this  occafional  produdtion,  and  the  colledted  la¬ 
bours  of  many,  efpecially  where  the  mod;  cele¬ 
brated  geniufes  in  phyfic  contributed  to  one  gene¬ 
ral  defign  f  when  men,  whofe  names  would  do 

*  Vid.  London  Medical  EiTays. 
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honour  to  any  collection,  united  their  efforts  un¬ 
der  the  fuperintendancc  of  a  feledt  few  whofe  pro¬ 
vince  it  was  to  range  into  proper  order  the  rich 
materials  which  were  crowded  upon  them.  What 
pity  it  is  that  fo  excellent  a  work  fhould  be  fo  long 
difcontinued  !  Such  publications  are  undoubtedly 
ufeful  to  the  community,  and  although  this  pre¬ 
lent  work  will  be  deem  d  by  fome  a  feeble  and  in¬ 
effectual  effort  to  eftablifh  a  medical  correlpon- 
dence,  yet  in  fpite  of  all  difcouragements  the  author 
ventures  to  proceed.  He  attempts  only  to  hold 
a  rufh-light,  as  it  were,  to  thofe  great  luminaries  of 
fcience  who  move  in  a  higher  fphere  ;  contented, 
if  in  his  little  orb,  he  can  collect  fufficient  fupplies 
to  keep  his  glimmering  taper  alive,  and  attract 
fome  degree  of  notice  from  the  public,  tho’  he 
pretends  to  fhine  only  with  borrowed  luftre. 

The  author  cannot  help  remarking  that  his 
work  commences  at  an  unfortunate  period,  when 
the  unhappy  divifions  amongft  many  of  the  facul¬ 
ty,  between  the  Fellows  and  Licentiates  of  the  col¬ 
lege,  will  doubtlefs  engage  too  much  the  attention 
of  the  public :  all  thefe  diffentions  are  in  the  higheft 
degree  prejudicial  to  fcience  ;  they  expofe  the  pro- 
feffors  of  both  parties  to  much  illiberal  abufe* 
and  what  is  worfe,  in  proportion  as  the  true  fons  of 
ALfculapius  are  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
that  numerous  and  fpurious  race,  known  by  the 
denomination  of  Quacks,  will  increafe  and  gain 
ground,  will  more  and  more  infeft  the  whole  king- 
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dom,  to  the  fcandal  of  the  profeilion,  and  the  great: 
injury  of  the  community.  It  is  againft  thefe  igno 
rant  pretenders  that  our  weapons  fhould  be  drawn, 
and  not  againft  ourfelves  about  mere  forms,  * 
when  the  common  enemy  ineroaches  fo  infolently 
upon  out  eftential  rights.  But  let  us  decline  en¬ 
tering  any  deeper  into  this  difagreeable  fubjeft,  it 
being  the  fixed  refolution  of  the  author  of  thefe 
fheets  to  obferve  the  ftrifteft  nutrality  in  all  con- 
troverfies  whatever,  and  leave  tlie  paftions  of  man¬ 
kind  to  fubfide  of  themlelves. 

It  is  now  high  time  to  come  to  the  matter  in 
hand,  and  to  explain  the  method  in  which  it  is 
propofed  to  conduft  this  work.  The  title  of  it  in 
home  meafure  points  out  the  defign.  It  is  intend¬ 
ed  as  a  Repofitory  of  Cafes,  Obfevations,  and  Cri- 
ticifms,  comprehending  every  -branch  in  Phyfic. 
If  the  remark  of  a  very  eminent  genius  be  true, 
that  he  who  knows  the  moft  faffs,  and  has  the 
greateft  prefence  of  mind,  is  indifputedly  the  beft 
phyfician,  then  of  courfe  faffs  will  deferve  tho 
preference  :  and  indeed,  whoever  rightly  coafiders 
the  infinite  diverfity  in  phyftcal  cafes,  oftentimes, 
inexplicable  from  any  theory  laid  down,  will  bes 
convinced  how  much  depends  upon  a  careful- 
obfervance  and  inveftigation  of  fymptoms  as  they 
arife,  and  how  much  fuccefs  is  obtained  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  fagacity  improved  by  praffice,  which 
immediately  decides  our  conduft  in  fudden  emer- 

#  To  Dr.  .  '  . t  it  tu}  Fill,! 
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gencies,  and  unufual  appearances.  In  the  firft 
place  therefore  a  true  relation  of  cafes  will  be  ac¬ 
ceptable  ;  from  thefe  fuch  reafonings  may  be  after¬ 
wards  deduced  as  to  explain,  upon  juft  principles, 
from  the  knowledge  of  the  human  ftrudure,  the 
caufes,  and  at  the  fame  time  teach  us  the  means 
of  curing  difeafes. 

Moreover,  in  refped  to  phyfical  cafes,  we  have 
the  fame  advantage  as  in  all  other  fads  ;  the  ac¬ 
count  of  them  is  obvious,  is  eafily  drawn  up  *, 
whatever  is  mod:  ufeful  in  the  world  is  generally 
attainable  by  every  capacity.  We  have  no  more 
to  do  than  to  obferve  the  ftrideft  regard  to  truth, 
and  to  relate  what  really  appears :  if  we  attach 
ourfelves  to  any  particular  fyftem,  hypothefis,  or 
opinion,  it  is  almoft  impoflible  to  avoid  partiality, 
and  endeavouring  to  make  fads  bend  to  theory : 
this  would  render  our  evidence  fufpeded,of  no  vali¬ 
dity  or  ufe,  and  our  credit  would  of  courfe  be  intire  - 
ly  overthrown.  But  when  in  confequence  of  diligent 
attention  in  pradice,  we  faithfully  relate  every 
fymptom  of  a  difeafe  as  it  appears  to  us,  then  each 
cafe  becomes  a  ufeful  leifon  both  to  ourfelves  and 
to  others  :  Such  is  the  fuperiority  in  point  of  real 
ufe  which  fads  obtain  over  theory  :  the  firft; 
afford  us  the  beft  materials  for  the  foundation  of 
knowledge,  the  other  may  furnifh  ornaments  for 
the  fuperftrudure,  tho’  care  muft  be  taken  that  it 
does  not  miilead  us  from  the  true  defign.  The 
hiftory  of  cafes  is  philofophy  teaching  by  examples, 
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the  ftudy  of  theory,  unlefs  founded  on  fadts,  is  at 
bed:  but  a  fplendid  oftentation  of  learning,  where 
by  our  imaginations  may  indeed  be  agreeably 
amufed,  but  at  the  fame  time  our  experience  little 
improved*  or  our  judgment  corrected. 

To  fadts,  obfervations  may  properly  fucceed  : 
thefe  are  of  various  kinds  *,  many,  and  thofe  the 
moft  ufeful  perhaps,  are  furnifhed  by  fades  them- 
felves  pointing  out  the  caufes  of  fuch  and  fuch 
fymptoms,  enabling  us  to  reafon  by  analogy  con¬ 
cerning  their  effefts  in  other  cafes  ;  explaining  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  the  means  ufed,  the 
efficacy  or  inefficacy  of  medicines,  proving  by  the 
event  what  is  proper  to  be  done  in  fimiiar  exigen¬ 
cies,  and  eftabliffiing  from  the  whole  fuch  a  theory 
as  may  affilt  us  in  forming  a  right  judgment  how 
to  adt  upon  moil  occafions.  Remarks  made  from 
thefe  principles  are  both  curious  and  edifying  ; 
and  from  the  fame  fource  our  obfervations  may  be 
extended  to  every  thing  that  relates  to  the  pro- 
feffion  in  general ;  for  inftance,  to  the  examination 
of  phyfical  books,  to  medicines  and  the  different 
formulae  of  them,  to  the  various  phenomena  in 
nature,  the  conftitution  of  the  air  in  different 
places  and  the  prevailing  difeafes,  and  indeed  may 
be  fo  diverfified  as  to  furnifh  ample  inftrudtion 
and  amufement  even  to  the  moft  learned  and  ex¬ 
perienced  pradtitioners :  to  be  confined  to  any  one 
part  or  branch  of  the  profeffion  would  by  no 
means  anfwer  the  defign  of  this  work,  which  ad¬ 
mits 
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mits  of  bonndlefs  variety.  We  may  obferve,  that 
notwithftanding  all  our  improvements,  inventions, 
and  corrections,  numberlefs  abfurdities  Hill  prevail 
which  ought  to  be  eradicated  •,  likewife  new  modes 
of  pradtice  from  the  fludtuation  of  fafhion  often 
fucceed  to  others  for  a  time  exploded  ;  frefh  dis¬ 
coveries  too  remain  to  be  made  ;  and  amongft 
the  great  number  of  human  minds  exercifed  in 
this  profeffion,  fome  efforts  of  genius  may  appear, 
an  account  of  all  which  properly  colledted,  will 
form  both  a  ufeful  and  entertaining  hiftory. 

From  this  extenfive  field  of  obfervation,  it  is 
propofed  to  enter  into  the  regions  of  criticifm  : 
of  this  both  antient  and  modern  medical  books 
are  the  proper  fubjedts  ;  and  that  thefe  will  fre¬ 
quently  afford  iufficient  matter  for  enquiry,  is  ob¬ 
vious  enough  to  any  perfon  who  confiders  how 
much  our  education,  our  fentiments,  and  our  prac¬ 
tice  are  influenced  by  what  we  read.  If  therefore, 
upon  perilling  any  author,  to  whofe  works  a  general 
eftablifhed  reputation  hath  given  a  higher  fanc- 
tion,  fome  paffages  appear  controvertible,  or  if 
any  latent  excellencies  ftrike  us,  either  of  thefe  ef¬ 
fects  will  be  fuflfcient  motives  for  us  to  examine 
them  with  more  accuracy,  and  to  confute  or  illuf- 
trate  in  fuch  a  manner  as  belt  to  ferve  the  end 
ot  inftrudtion ;  but  more  efpecially  will  that 
criticifm  be  ufeful  which  derives  from  what  is  read 
iome  pradtical  inferences  which  can  be  adapted 
and  applied  to  immediate  and  neceffary  purpofes, 
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confirming  us  in  the  profecution  of  right  meafures, 
or  reftrainins:  ns  from  errors.  Without  fuch  ap- 
plication  as  this,  our  criticifms  will  be  of  no  more 
ufe  than  the  many  volumes  of  learned  lumber 
which  crowd  our  libraries,  ferving  only  to  divert 
our  attention,  flatter  our  vanity,  and  wafte  our 
time  in  pedantic  and  fruitlefs  refearches. 

But  befides  thofe  general  and  critical  remarks 
which  may  occafionally  occur,  it  is  propofed  to 
give  in  each  number  of  this  Mifcellany,  an  impar¬ 
tial  review  of  new  medical  productions  :  this  part 
of  the  work  will  be  executed  with  all  imaginable 
caution  and  tendernefs ,  for  where  a  confcious 
fenfe  of  our  own  imperfeCdon  prevails,  lenity  to 
others  is  moft  becoming  ;  neither  indeed  does  it 
appear  by  what  legal  right  or  authority  any  one 
man,  or  any  particular  fet  of  men,  can  prefume 
to  conllitute  themfelves  flupreme  judges,  and  to 
eredt  a  tribunal,  before  which  authors  like  delin¬ 
quents  are®  brought,  and  tneir  worses  examined 
without  refetence  to  a  proper  jury  ;  even  often¬ 
times  approyed  or  condemned  by  a  deciflon  of 
judgment  as  erroneous  as  that  of  other  men  in 
general,  perhaps  influenced  in  feme  refpects  by  n  - 
tional  partiality,  or  particular  connexions  and  pre¬ 
judices,  failings  infeparable  from  human  nature. 
In  this  Mifcellany,  therefore,  that  fpecies  of  criti- 
cifm  fliall  have  the  preference  which  confifls  in  fc- 
leclmg  what  is  ufeful  or  agreeable  m  an  author, 
leaving  the  invidious  talk  of  finding  out  faults  to 
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others  •,  referving  at  the  fame  time  a  privilege  of 
examining  with  freedom  nis opinions,  in oider  to  uo 
juftice  to  the  public.  Nor  is  this  mentioned  with 
the  lead  intent  of  depreciating  the  labours  ot  thofe 
critics  who  have  fo  long  and  fo  ufefully  informed 
the  world,  but  defigned  merely  as  a  declaration  of 
neutrality,  conformable  to  the  original  icheme  of 
this  work. 

But  the  mod  difficult  part  of  this  introduction 
dill  remains  to  be  executed  and  that  is,  to  make 
an  apology  for  perfiding  in  this  undertaking, 
efpecially  as  the  London  Medical  Effays  are  now 
publifhed  again.  The  truth  is,  the  greated  part 
of  the  fird  number  of  this  Mifcellany  was  ready 
for  the  prefs  before  the  third  volume  of  the  Lon¬ 
don  Medical  Eflays  was  advertifed  •,  and  although 
the  author  intended  his  performance  as  a  fubditute 

X 

(however  unequal)  to  that  elaborate  and  excellent 
.work,  yet  upon  fecond  reflection  it  will  appear 
prefumptuous  in  him  to  confider  it  in  that  light, 
on  account  of  the  manifed  inferiority  of  his  at¬ 
tempt  in  comparifon  to  the  united  labours  of  that 
learned  body,  fo  ably  difplayed  in  thofe  eiTays. 
Therefore  other  reafons  mud  be  given-  for  this 
publication,  amongd  which  the  principal  is,  the 
opportunity  afforded  hereby  of  more  frequent 
communication  of  cafes  and  obfervations,  fome  of 
which  would  probably  lofe  their  effed  as  exam¬ 
ples,  if  delayed  and  kept  fecret  from  year  to  year. 

b  2  It 
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It  is  true  indeed  that  in  a  monthly  *  publication, 
the  fame  accuracy,  learning,  and  ability,  cannot  be 
expected  as  in  a  work  which  appears  annually ,  or 
triennially  only,  wherein  the  materials  being  carefully 
feledted  and  well  digefted,  and  compiled  too  by 
men  of  great  eminence  in  the  profeflion,  muft  con- 
fequently  appear  with  all  poffible  advantages  to 
the  public.  What  then  can  reafonably  be  expedt- 
ed  from  this  prefent  attempt  ?  Far  be  it  from  the 
author  to  aim  at  concealing  his  weaknefs,  or  to 
impofe  on  the  world  by  falfe  pretenfions :  he  does 
not,  he  cannot  prefume  to  arrive  at  excellence  \  but 
he  yet  flatters  himfelf  that  he  may  contribute  to 
ufe.  There  are  different  degrees  of  merit,  the  leaft 
of  which,  if  he  can  attain,  his  endeavours  will  be 
fufficiently  rewarded.  Befides  it  is  to  be  obferved, 
that  thofe  cafes  which  are  uncommon,  curious,  and 
well  drawn  up  (as  the  expreflion  is)  feem  chiefly 
calculated  for  the  learned  and  not  for  general  in- 
ftrudrion  •,  becaufe  they  do  not  fo  immediately  re¬ 
late  to  common  practice,  nor  are  they  properly 
adapted  to  inferior  capacities.  Therefore  by  open¬ 
ing  a  door  to  more  frequent  and  familiar  correfpon- 
dence,  and  by  publifhing  plain  and  inftru drive  cafes, 
with  pradrical  oblervations  and  remarks  for  the  ufe 
of  the  juniors  in  the  profeflion,  the  author  hopes  to 

*  Every  third  month  the  author  defigns  to  publifh,  if  his 
time  and  his  materials  will  allow  $  if  not  occajionally  only, 
as  circumftances  may  happen. 
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accomplifh  his  defign  by  the  kind  affiftance  which 
he  may  receive  from  various  hands  ;  for  this  Mif_ 
cellany  will  afford  an  ample  fcope  for  the  exercife 
of  every  mind.  Whatever  is  moft  conducive  to 
the  welfare  of  fociety  and  to  the  promoting  of 
fcience;  whatever  principles  of  pra&ice  are  found¬ 
ed  upon  truth,  reafon,  and  experience,  ought  to 
be  inculcated  as  often  and  as  forcibly  as  poffible  ; 
thole  cafes  and  obfervations  threfore  that  confirm 
us  in  thefe  principles  will  be  highly  ufeful,  as 
adding  the  teflimony  of  thefe  limes  to  the  wifdom 
of  former*.  To  a  plan  thus  extenfive  all  are  in¬ 
vited  to  contribute ;  gentlemen  who  have  ferved 
abroad  in  the  late  wars,  pra&itioners  refiding  in 
the  different  provinces  of  this  kingdom,  may  from 
the  variety  of  materials  which  their  employments 
muft  undoubtedly  have  furnifhed  them  with  in 
their  refpedtive  fituations,  mutually  oblige  the 
public  and  themfelves,  by  communicating  their 
obfervations.  All  that  the  author  would  wifh  is 
to  be  a  faithful  compiler,  and  to  afford  the 
world  that  fatisfa&ion  from  the  labours  of  others, 
which  he  defpairs  of  giving  by  his  own. 

Before  he  concludes,  the  author  thinks  proper 
to  offer  his  opinion  concerning  the  utility  of  ad¬ 
mitting  foreign  performances  into  this  colle&ion  ; 
for  although  he  is  fenfible  that  genius  and  fciencc 

*  bcfides  many  valuable  pieces  may  here  be  publifh- 
ed  with  advantage,  which  of  themfelves  are  not  fufficient  to 
form  a  pamphlet. 
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cannot  properly  be  confined  to  any  one  country, 
-yet  to  foch  a  ftafie  of  pefeflion  is  the.  medical  art 
arrived  in  England ,  as  to  require  very  little  affif- 
tance  or  improvement  from  other  nations.  Who¬ 
ever  is  converfant  in  the  hiffory  of  the  progrefs  of 
phyfic  in  this  ifland,  from  the  immortal  Harvey 
to  the  prefent  time,  will  find  this  obfervation  ve¬ 
rified,  both  in  refpefib  to  the  many  important  difi 
coveries  made  by  our  countrymen,  and  likewife 
from  many  excellent  writings  here  publifhed,  by 
which  means  both  the  theory  and  practice  of  phy¬ 
fic  and  forgery  have  received  the  higheft  adva:- 
tages.  And  again,  it  muft  be  remarked,  that  great 
caution  is  requifite  to  prevent  too  implicit  a  belief ' 
being  haftily  given  to  the  extravagant  afifertions  in 
favour  of  the  virtues  of  fome  plants  and  medicines 
recommended  from  abroad,  by* which  we  have  al¬ 
ready  been  impofed  upon.  Such  men  as  T)e  Haen 
or  Storck9  however  eminent  they  may  be,  and  what¬ 
ever  imiuenqe  they  may  obtain  over  the  minds  of 
the  people  in  arbitrary  countries,  are  to  be  regard¬ 
ed  here,  only  in  proportion  as  experience  may  con¬ 
firm  the  truth  and  validity  of  their  dodhinesA 

There - 

*  In  refpecl  to  the  Cicuta  and  U-va  Urfi ,  our  experience 
fairly  tried,  produces  no  abfolute  proofs  of  their  efficacy ;  ma¬ 
ny  alterations  will  indeed  happen  in  chronical  and  inveterate, 
difeafes  which  cannot  with  certainty  be  attributed  to  the 
medicines  made  ufe  of,  but  mav  arife  from  conffitutional 
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changes.  As  to  fpeculative  points,  argued  in  fome  foreign, 
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Therefore  it  will  be  proper  to  reftrain  fomewhat 
of  that  fondnefs  and  credulity  which  induce  men 
to  admit  too  much  *,  though  at  the  fame  time  we 
would  not  be  actuated  by  prejudices  equally  blame- 
able,  or  refufe  our  affent  to  thofe  opinions  and  ob- 
fervations  which  reafon  and  practice  prove  true, 
from  whatever  country  or  perfons  they  may  be 
derived. 

Laftly,  the  author  begs  leave  to  obferve,  that  as 
all  human  productions,  efpecially  in  their  infancy, 
muft  be  imperfeCt,  therefore  more  lenity  and  in_ 
diligence  from  the  candid  public  is  requefted,  till 
the  deficiencies  of  this  work,  both  in  variety  and 
in  matter,  can  be  fupplied  by  the  auxiliary  contri¬ 
butions  which  gentlemen  of  {kill  and  experience 
in  the  profefiion  may  be  pleafed  to  fend.  It  is  the 
expectation  of  receiving  more  valuable  materials 
than  what  he  hath  at  prefent  collected,  which 
prompts  the  author  to  adopt  this  mode  of  publi¬ 
cation  in  feparate  numbers,  and  at  diftant  intervals 
of  time.  For  by  this  means  the  work  will  be  ren¬ 
dered  more  correCt,  fo  that  the  productions  of 
thofe  who  kindly  lend  afiiftance  to  it,  may  appear 
in  a  manner  confident  with  the  credit  and  reputa¬ 
tion  due  to  their  names  and  characters.  There¬ 
fore  if  this  firft  efifay  meets  with  a  favourable  re¬ 
publications,  we  confefs  ourfelves  not  more  edified  by  the 
difputes  about  irritability,  than  by  the  late  contention  here 
at  home  concerning  the  difcovery  of  the  Lymphatics. 

ception. 
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eeption,  the  author  intends  to  give  four  numbers 
in  the  Ipace  of  the  year,  to  complete  a  volume  for 
1768,  and  he  begs  leave  to  allure  the  public,  that 
no  pains  will  be  fpared  on  his  part  to  make  this 
work  correfpond  with  its  title,  as  exhibiting  an  im¬ 
partial  View  of  the  prefent  State  of  Medical  and  Chi - 
turgical  Practice  and  Literature  in  England. 

{£?>  Gentlemen  who  choofe  to  communicate 
cafes  and  obfervations  in  any  branch  of  the  medi¬ 
cal  art  (to  be  inferred  in  this  Mifcellany)  are  de- 
fir  ed  to  diredt  their  letters  to  the  author  of  the 
Mi  M.at  Mr.  Wm.  Nicoll’s ,  bookfeller,  in  St. 
Paul’s  Church-yard,  London . 
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f’age  vi,  for  indifputedly,  read  indifputably. 

Pa2e  l9>  3°.  34>  for  proftrate,  read  pro  It  ate. 

Page  37,  for  iuftible,  read  fufceptible. 
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Medical  and  Chirurgical  Gales. 


Obfervations  on  extracting  the  Placenta. 

•  i 

IT  fometimes  happens  that  the  Placenta  adheres 
fo  ftrongly  to  the  uterus  as  to  occafion  the  ut- 
moft  difficulty  in  extracting  it ;  infomuch  that 
the  ordinary  methods  recommended  for  this  pur- 
pofe  will  not  fucceed  ;  at  the  fame  time  the  pre¬ 
vailing  prejudices  of  the  women  will  not  fuffer 
practitioners  to  leave  the  Placenta  for  a  time,  and 
wait  for  the  affiftance  of  nature  in  this  important 
bufinefs  ^  but  inftead  of  this  they  are  compelled  to 
exert  exceffive  violence,  and  bring  away  the  Pla¬ 
centa  at  all  events,  to  avoid  thofe  cruel  and  un¬ 
juft  imputations  which  would  otherwife  injure  their 
characters.  Now  in  order  to  fhew  the  extreme 
danger  of  too  much  precipitancy  in  thefe  cafes,  it 
is  proper  to  bring  the  beft  authority  we  can  ;  for 
which  purpofe  a  quotation  from  the  celebrated 

A  Ruyfch , 
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Ruyfchj  relative  to  this  iub'edt,  may  prove  a  ufe- 
ful  memoir,  and  more  acceptable  on  this  occafiom, 
bee  a  ufe  the  works  of  that  author  are  not  in  many 

j 

hands.  It  is  prefumed  unneceffary  however  to 
give  an  ex  aft  and  literal  tranflation  of  the  whole 
chapter,  but  only  to  leledt  fuch  parts  as  contain 
the  fubftance  of  his  arguments  concerning  the 
point  in  queftion.  44  Give  me  leave,  (faith  this- 
44  great  *  anatomift)  to  reftrain  that  too  bufy  hade 
44  and  anxiety  in  extracting  the  Placenta,  which 
44  often  prove  fatal  in  their  confequences ,  for  this 
44  being  confxdered  as  an  extraneous  fubftance, 
44  belonging  to  the  foetus,  and  not  to  the  mother, 
44  hath  led  practitioners  to  conclude,  that  it  is 
44  indifpenfably  neceffary  to  extract  it  immediate- 
44  3y  after  delivering  the  child.  Bug  it  happens, 
44  that  from  the  convex  furf&ce  of  the  Placenta,' 
44  fitted  to  the  concave  part  of  the  uterus,  the  ad- 
44  hefion  is  frequently  fo  ftrong  as  to  render  both 
44  one  fubftance  ,  in  which  cafe  it  becomes  doubt- 
44  ful  how  ho  aft,  whether  it  is  molt  eligib’e  to 
44  leave  the  Placenta  for  fome  little  time  in  the 
44  uterus,  or  to  ufe  extreme  violence  to  bring  it 
44  away  •,  that  opinion  carries  great  weight  which 
44  perfuades  us  to  ufe  cool  deliberation  in  this  eir- 
44  cumftance,  to  avoid  deilroying,  by  too  much 
44  hafte  and  temerity,  a  life  which  a  prudent  delay 
44  might  probably  fave..  I  am  fenfible  that  fome 
44  famous  authors  have  advanced  an  opinion,  that 
44  if  the  Placenta  is  left  i  rut  he  uterus  the  woman 

i  , 

/ 

*  Rv''$ch,  Adverfar.  Anatom.  Dec-  Obferv.  io. 
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“  will  be  indangered  ;  and  I  know  very  well  mid- 
44  wives  exert  all  their  fkill  and  force  to  extra#  it, 
44  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  friends  ot  the  patient : 
44  but  I  have  too  much  realon  to  pity  the  mife- 
u  table  women,  who  are  frequently  injured  by  fuch 
44  hafty  treatment  j  for  immediately  upon  this 
44  the  abdomen  becomes  hard  and  fwells,  a  conti- 
44  nual  fever  attends,  and  death  often  follows. 
44  Party,  Portal ,  Maurice au ,  and  others,  have  giv- 
44  en  us  inftru#ions  in  general  how  to  extract  the 
44  Placenta,  but  they  have  not  been  fufficiently 
44  explicit  in  this  particular  and  unufual  exigence. 

44  Cafes  have  occurred  to  me  in  which  it  was 
44  morally  impoflible,  without  imminent  danger  of 
44  death,  to  feparate  the  Placenta  immediately 
44  from  the  uterus  :  in  one  circumftance  a  ftrong 
44  fpafmodic  contraction  of  the  uterus  fucceeds 
44  the  birth  of  the  child,  forming  a  ftridture  fo 
44  high  up  as  to  be  almoft  out  of  the  reach  of  the 
44  arm,  and  fo  extremely  clofe  as  fcarce  to  admit 
44  a  finger,  at  the  fame  time  the  Placenta  is  con- 
44  fined  beyond  this  ftridture,  and  adheres  very 
44  flrpngly  to  the  uterus  :  Plow  then  is  it  poffible 
44  to  extra#  this  large  mafs  without  ufing  dange- 
44  rous  violence  ?  And  this  violence,  to  my  know- 
44  ledge,  hath  occafioned  the  fudden  death  of  fome 
44  women,  while  the  over  bufy  midwife,  as  if  glo- 
44  rying  in  her  performance,  fhews  to  the  atten- 
44  dants  the  Placenta  e  tire  and  uninjured  by  her 
44  hands.  It  happens  like  wife  in  fome  cafes,  that 
44  tho’  the  os  uteri  is  fufficiently  open,  yet  the  ad- 
V  hefioo  of  the  Placenta  is  as  ftrong  as  if  it  had 

A  2  44  become 
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“  become  one  fubftance  with  the  uterus  *,  now  if 
cc  in  confequence  of  coughing  and  draining,  or 
cc  after  repeated  trials  by  introducing  the  finger  in 
u  the  direction  of  the  funis,  and  endeavouring  to 
cc  perforate  or  feparate  the  Placenta  with  caution, 
cc  we  fail  in  our  purpofe,  it  appears  to  me  moft 
cc  advifeable  to  defift  from  any  farther  attempts 
at  prefent,  and  to  leave  it  behind  till  nature  of 
herfelf  (as  frequently  happens)  brings  it  away. 
*c  but  it  will  be  faid  in  objection  to  this,  that  the 
woman  is  not  delivered  while  the  Placenta  re- 
ec  mains  behind  :  I  allow  this ;  but  of  two  evils 
ought  we  not  to  chufe  the  lead  ?  And  is  it  not 
more  prudent  to  leave  the  Placenta  in  fuch  cafes 
till  nature  feparates  it,  or  till  a  more  favour- 
ec  able  opportunity  occurs,  rather  than  dedroy 
66  the  patient  by  hady  violence  ?  Better  certainly 
<c  that  the  woman  fhould  live  with  the  Placenta 
€C  remaining,  than  die  in  confequence  of  forcibly 
cc  extracting  it.  The  Placenta  is  part  of  the  foe- 
<c  tus,  ancf  not  of  the  mother,  and  nature,  always 
ic  intent  upon  her  own  prefervation,  will,  by  in- 
<c  credible  efforts  and  expedients,  free  herfelf  from 
“  all  extraneous  bodies  that  are  hurtful ;  and 
66  therefore  fhe  will  at  length  difcharge  the  Pla- 
cc  centa,  even  when  it  hath  been  detained  twenty 
66  or  twenty-live  days  in  the  uterus  after  delivery 
tc  of  the  child.  Believe  me,  I  fpeak  from  truth 
ec  and  experience,  that  out  of  fixteen  cafes  in 
“  which  the  Placenta  was  left  behind,  nature 
<c  freed  herfelf  in  fifteen  of  them  :  thus,  though 
??  the  Placenta  Ihould  be  left  (a  circumftance 

“  however 
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“  however  that  happens  but  feldom)  the  confe- 
<c  quences  would  not  be  fo  bad  as  commonly 
“  imagined  :  but  ftill  the  cry  is,  how  can  the  wo- 
“  man  be  fafe  if  the  Placenta  is  left  behind  !  I 
<c  confefs  it  is  a  defirable  thing  to  have  it  brought 
cc  away,  provided  that  can  be  done  without  put- 
“  ting  life  to  the  hazard  ;  but  fuppofing  it  re- 
“  mains,  what  will  be  the  confequence  ?  Why  the 
“  uterus  by  perpetually  contracting  itfelf,  endea- 
“  vours  to  regain  its  priftine  fize  and  figure,  and 
“  confequently,  by  prefiing  the  Placenta,  will  mold 
“  it  into  a  hard  round  mafs,  and  will  finally  ex- 
<c  pel  it  in  that  fhape. 

“  Some  again  are  willing  to  perfuade  PraCli- 
“  tioners,  that  if  the  Placenta  is  not  extracted,  it 
“  foon  becomes  putrid,  and  will  occafion  infiam- 
tc  mation,  gangrene,  and  death  :  but  the  cafe  is 
“  not  fo  5  for  this  is  not  a  part  of  the  uterus,  but 
“  of  the  foetus  as  obferved  before :  and  I  am  con- 
ct  vinced  from  numberlefs  examples,  that  if  the 
“  Placenta  fhould  be  fuffered  to  remain,  and  its 
“  veflels  not  foon  feparated  from  the  interior  fur- 
cc  face  of  the  uterus,  yet  it  never  is  dilTolved  into 
“  pus  or  ichor,  or  any  putrid  liquor  :  their  fears 
therefore  are  groundlefs  who  fuppofe  that  a  putrid 
<c  exhalation  may  arife,  and  fo  far  infeCt  the  mafs 
cc  of  blood  as  to  occafion  he&ic  fevers,  infiamma- 
tions,  and  other  terrible  mifchiefs.  For  if  this  was 
^  the  confequence,  what  would  become  of  thole 
“  unhappy  women  who  labour  under  the  molt  ex- 
“  cruciating  difeafe  for  fome  years  *,  I  mean  a 
“  cancer  of  the  uterus  5  now  thefe  patients  furvive 

4C  a  loner 
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44  a  long  time,  notwithftanding  an  intolerable  fee- 
44  tor,  which  fcarce  permits  any  one  to  approach 
44  them,  much  lefs  to  examine  minutely  into  the 
44  ftate  of  the  difeafe.  All  thofe  vulgar  objec- 
44  tions  therefore  relative  to  the  Placenta  being 
44  left  behind,  are  of  no  weight  *,  and  yet  vulgar 
44  prejudice  fits  as  a  judge  and  influences  our  con- 
44  dudt  :  for  what  muft'  a  prudent  midwife  do, 

44  who  ufes  all  proper  methods  and  endeavours, 

44  and  yet  finds  it  irnpoffible  to  extract  the  Pla- 
44  centa,  without  exerting  fuch  violence  as  muft 
64  unavoidably  prove  fatal  to  the  mother  ?  *  Will 
44  not  the  women  who  are  prefent  at  the  labour, 

44  admonifh,  urge,  cenfure,  and  threaten  ?  Will 
44  not  they  accufe  the  midwife  of  ignorance,  and 
44  fend  for  another  whom  they  fuppofe  more  fki!~ 
44  ful  ?  This  will  certainly  be.  the  cafe  ;  and  there- 
44  fore  the  midwife  irritated  and  alarmed  by  thefe 
«4  means,  becomes  quite  defperate,  redoubles  her 
44  efforts,  and  rafhly  tearing  away  the  Placenta, 

44  does  fafa!  injury  to  the  uterus.  I  deferve  cre- 
44  clit  from  phyficians  in  this  point,  becaufe,  dur- 
44  ing  the  fpace  of  four  years,  I  had  extenfive  and 
44  conftant  pradtice  in  midwifery  in  this  great 
44  city  *,  -f  and  moreover,  for  forty  years  I  exer- 
44  cifed,  by  appointment  of  the  magiftrates,  the 
44  office  of  fuperintending  the  college  of  mid- 
44  wifery,  to  teach  or  examine  all  practitioners,  to " 

i 

*  Hippocrates  and  others  of  the  antients  were  aveitfe  to  the 
irfing  of  force  in  extracting  theT^acenta  :  quotations  might 
be  produced  in  great  number  upon  this  point,  but  the  authgt 
is  contented  with  mentioning  barely  the  fad. 

f  Amjtcrdam . 

44  give 
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ct  give  anfwers  when  confulted  in  difficult  cafes, 
44  and  to  open  the  bodies  of  thofe  who  died  in 
44  child-birth,  in  order  that  I  might  account  for 
44  the  caufes  of  their  death. 

44  Anatomifts  have  not  perhaps  fo  accurately 
44  examined  the  flrudlure  of  the  uterus  as  to  dif- 
44  cover  that  there  are  peculiar  mufcular  fibres 
44  belonging  to  it,  fo  contrived  as  to  difengage  and 
44  feparate  by  their  adtion  the  convex  furface  of 
44  the  Placenta  from  the  concave  part  of  the  ute- 
44  rus.  The  Placenta  generally  adheres  to  the 
44  fundus  uteri,  in  which  part  thefe  orbicular  h- 
4-  bres,  very  flrong  in  themfelves,  and  exerting 
44  their  power  according  to  their  direction,  con- 
44  tracl  the  body  of  the  uterus  into  rugae  ;  from 
44  which  difpofition  it  follows,  that  thofe  parts  of 
44  the  Placenta  which  cannot  be  adapted  to  this 
44  altered  furface,  are  of  courfe  loofened  and  ffiook 
44  off.  A  preparation  of  the  uterus  thus  con- 
44  tracked,  I  have  preferved  to  demonflrate  the  ex- 
44  iilence  of  this  orbicular  mufcle  to  every  one  : 

9 

cc  it  is  obfervable  that  the  other  mufcular  fibres 
44  of  the  uterus,  are  promifcugufly  interwoven  in 
44  different  diredfions,  that  they  may  expel  the  fse- 
44  tus  by  a  general  contradlion,  but  this  peculiar 
44  mufcle,  from  its  fituation  and  adtion,  is  intend- 
44  ed  to  force  away  the  Placenta  only.”  * 

To  account  for  this  adhdion  of  the  Placenta, 
Ruyfch  fays,  44  that  the  degree  of  force  with  which 
4i  it  does  adhere,  is  according  to  the  infertion  of 

*  The  exigence  of  this  Muf cuius  Orbicularis  is  doubted  by 
fome,  but  the  matter  is  not  worth  a  controvej  fy. 
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tc  the  funis,  the  nearer  the  centre  the  greater  the 
adhefion,  and  vice  verfa ,  the  nearer  the  circum- 
u  ference  the  eafier  it  is  extracted.  The  gene- 
ral  rule  is,  to  loofen  firft  the  edges  of  the  PJa- 
cc  centa  ;  but  notwithstanding  this  precaution, 
cc  the  adhefion  is  frequently  fo  ftrong  as  to  render 
cc  the  feparation  by  force  impracticable  or  dan- 
“  gerous,  and  therefore  we  ought  to  wait  a  few 
“  hours,  till  the  efforts  of  nature  bring  it  away. 
cc  I  do  not  mean,  by  thefe  obfervations  to  make 
“  midwives  negligent  or  irrefolute  ;  far  from  it ; 
“  the  Placenta  undoubtedly  ought  to  be  extracted 
tc  if  we  can  do  it  with  fafety  ;  every  motive  com- 
Cc  pels  us  to  it ;  the  women  will  never  be  fatisfied 
ct  till  it  is  brought  av/ay  :  their  prejudices  in  this 
“  point  are  infurmountable,  and  they’  will  not  al- 
“  low  the  juft  rules  of  art  to  take  place  for  the 
cc  welfare  of  the  patient ;  therefore  I  was  ap- 
“  pointed  by  the  magiftrates  to  Item  this  torrent 
“  by  fome  fuperior  authority,  as  well  as  I 
could.” 

So  far  it  has  been  thought  proper  to  quote  this 
author  *,  and  indeed  the  whole  chapter  is  well 
worth  our  perufal,  exclufive  of  fome  trifling,  to 
which  this  great  man  was  now  and  then  ad¬ 
dicted. 

Supported  by  fo  confiderable  an  authority,  and 
likewife  convinced  of  the  truth  of  thefe  obferva¬ 
tions  by  many  practical  inftances,  I  think  it  may 
be  neceifary  to  confider  this  important  matter  with 
more  attention  :  In  the  firft  place  therefore  I  will 
offer  fome  conjectures  as  to  the  caufe  of  this  ex¬ 
traordinary 
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traordinary  adhefion  of  the  Placenta.  Ruyfcb*  we 
fee  attributes  it  to  the  infertion  of  the  funis  exadly 
in  the  centre  of  the  Placenta.  But  practice  does 
not  confirm  this  opinion  ;  it  appeared  to  me  from 
fome  unfortunate  cafes,  that  the  caufe  proceeded 
from  a  diftempered  habit  during  geftation,  parti¬ 
cularly  in  women  advanced  beyond  the  middle  pe¬ 
riod  of  life,  and  in  fuch  whole  employment  was 
laborious,  and  whofe  diet  was  coarfe  and  impro¬ 
per  for  their  fituationf  :  In  all  thefe  a  putrid  dif- 
pofition  of  the  fluids  was  obferved  to  be  mod  pre¬ 
valent,  and  this  very  frequently  in  confequence  of 
An  aoforption  of  the  contained  impure  humours 
by  the  bibulous  pores  of  the  uterus  :  and  it  is  no 
improbable  fuppofition  from  the  very  nature  of 
the  connexion  between  the  Placenta  and  the  uterus, 
that  by  means  of  the  fame  power  of  abforption, 
the  veflfels  of  the  former  may  be  more  and  more 
firmly  united  and  interwoven  with  the  fubftance 
of  the  latter.  Surgeons  have  obferved  fimilar  ef¬ 
fects  in  wounds  and  abfcefles  from  abforption,  in- 
fomuch  that  the  lint  itfelf,  upon  which  the  fir# 
d refling  is  fpread,  hath  been  found  not  only  Lick¬ 
ing  very  clofe  to  the  lurface  of  a  wound,  but 

Jn  vol.  1,  Obferv.  97,  he  gives  his  opinion  more  expreff- 
ly  in  this  matter. 

t  L  thefe  the  growth  of  the  foetus  is  comparatively  flow, 
the  fecretion  of  the  humours  in  the  uterus  imperfect,  occa- 
fiomng  various  difficulties  in  delivery.  “  Nimirum  ob  pa- 

buli  uoertatem  vel  inopiam  corporis  robur  vel  imbecillita- 

tem  ;  vitsque  (fecundum  fex  res  rnedicis  non  naturales 
diftas)  rectum  regimen,  vel  inordinatum,  foetus  etiam  fe- 
liu1.  aut  citius  ad  maturitatem  five  partum  perducun- 
f‘  tuiv'  Harv .  Exercit.  de  Partu . 
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Jikewife  drawn  in  amongft  the  fieffiy  fibres  them- 
1  elves  ;  if  therefore  this  abforbing  power  in  the 
veffels  prevails  fo  ilrongly  in  the  extremities  of 
the  body,  and  operates  upon  foreign  matter  ap¬ 
plied  to  wounds,  how  much  greater  muft  the  ef¬ 
fect  of  it  be  in  the  warm  cavity  of  the  uterus,  ef* 
pecially  upon  a  fubftance  by  nature  intimately 
joined  to  it  ?  By  considering  the  matter  in  this 
light,  it  will  evidently  appear  that  the  caufe  of  the 
preternatural  adhefion  of  the  Placenta  is  not  mere¬ 
ly  accidental  or  local,  but  that  it  arifes  from  a  more 
dangerous  fource,  from  a  difeafed  conftitution,  and 
therefore  the  confequences  are  more  to  dreaded  ^ 
and  the  operator  who  prudently  endeavours  to 
correct  this  bad  difpofition  of  the  body,  and  avoids 
ufing  exceffive  violence  in  extracting  the  Place  n- 
ta,  delerves  praife  and  not  confute.* 

Several  cafes  might  be  produced  by  the  writer 
of  this  paper  to  confirm  his  opinion  in  refpedf  to 
the.  difficulty  in  queftion  On  April  i,  1 767,  he 
was  Pent  for  to  a  woman  near  her  time,  who  la¬ 
boured  under  the  attack  of  a  fever  the  fymptoms 
appeared  extremely  fimilar  to  thofe  which  arife 
frequently  from  deep  and  latent  abfeefies  in  the 
body,  and  from  abforbed  matter  in  wounds,  par- 

#  Is  this  abforption  of  humours,  or  of  matter,  the  caufe  or 
the  effect  of  a  putrid  habit  of  body  ?  I  fhould  fuppofe  the 
latter  ;  and  if  fo,  external  force  or  application  will  be  in- 
effedftual ;  in  wounds  where  the  difeharge  is  ill  conditioned, 
Mr.  Kirkland ,  an  ingenious  furgecn,  recommends  fponge  to 
be  applied  in  order  to  abforb  the  matter,  but  if  that  matter 
is  generated  in  confequence  of  a  bad  difpofition  of  the  body, 
we  muft  firft  endeavour  to  correct  the  habit,  and  the  effect 
will  ceafe  of  courfe. 


ticularly 
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ticularly  after  amputations ;  namely  fhiverings, 
exceffive  heat  and  third,  a  very  dry  tongue,  inter¬ 
mitting  and  wandering  pains  fometimes  in  the  fide, 
more  frequently  in  the  head,  affedting  the  mem¬ 
branes  of  the  brain,  and  a  diarrhea. — By  proper 
methods  ufed,  ihe  got  better,  but  labour  came  on 
fooner  than  we  wifhed,  and  proved  very  tedious 
and  lingering ;  indeed  the  operator  expe&ed  this 
in  confequence  of  the  fever,  which  he  fuppofed  to 
proceed  from  abforption  in  the  uterus  :  alter  con- 
flant  pains  for  four  and  twenty  hours,  and  the 
child  being  long  detained  in  the  birth,  the  woman 
was  at  length  delivered,  and  the  operator  imme¬ 
diately  tracing  the  funis,  endeavoured  to  bring 
away  the  Placenta  ;  but  by  no  means,  after  re¬ 
peated  trials,  could  he  fucceed.  It  was  propoied 
to  leave  it  to  nature,  and  to  preferibe  proper  me¬ 
dicines*,  but  thefe  expedients  the  women  abfolutely 
condemned,  and  fent  for  another  practitioner,  who 
made  prodigious  efforts,  hoping  to  accornplifh 
what  the  former  had  given  up.  He  brought 
away  fome  fibrous  fubftance,  but  it  was  impofh- 
ble  to  diltinguifh  wThat  it  was ;  hereupon  it  was 
agreed  to  delift  from  any  more  violence,  and  wait 
the  event  under  a  proper  regimen  affifted  by  me¬ 
dicines  :  after  an  interval  of  live  days,  and  much 
anxiety  and  difeontent,  the  Placenta  came  away, 
tho’  not  altogether  compact  and  entire.  Mean 
time  the  abdomen  fwelled,  owing  no  doubt  to  the 
violence  ufed  to  the  uterus,  fymptoms  of  internal 
mortification  came  on,  and  the  next  day  after  the 
placenta  was  difeharg’d  the  woman  died. 

ft  2, 


In 
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In  another  cafe  an  eminent  practitioner  was  call’d 
in  by  a  midwife,  who  had  inverted  the  uterus  by 
endeavouring  to  extraCt  the  Placenta,  altho’  fhe 
haftily  reduced  it  again  •,  after  due  examination 
he  declared  it  impoffible  to  diftinguifh  one  part 
from  another,  and  declined  ufing  any  more  force. 
— The  patient  was  evidently  of  a  bad  habit  of 
body,  and  feveral  fymptoms  of  a  putrid  fever  from 
abforption  appeared  ;  proper  medicines  were  or¬ 
dered,  but  notwithstanding  all  poffible  care  fhe 
loft  her  life. 

The  writer  of  this  was  called  in  to  another  cafe, 
where  he  found  the  woman  (a  perfon  about  forty 
years  of  age,  big  with  her  fecond  child,  and  who 
had  fuffered  feverely  during  her  firft  pregnancy) 
afflicted  with  lingering  pains  and  feverifh  fymp¬ 
toms  ;  there  was  reafon  to  apprehend  premature 
labour,  which  accordingly  came  on,  and  proved 
extremely  tedious  :  after  delivering  the  child,  the 
Placenta  \yas  found  very  ftrcngly  adhering,  which 
the  operator  not  being  able  to  extraCt,  he  left  it 
till  the  next  day,  and  even  then,  as  no  remarka¬ 
ble  pains  came  on,  he  omitted  meddling  with  it  ; 
on  the  third  day  it  was  brought  away  very  eafily  > 
but  the  putrid  difpofition  of  habit,  which  was  the 
caufe  of  the  patient’s  malady,  ftill  continuing,  and 
the  fever  increafing,  fhe  died  the  2  ift  day  after  de¬ 
livery.  In  refpeft  to  the  lochial  diicharge,  no  ma¬ 
terial  deficiency  was  obferved,  and  the  abdomen 
never  fwelied. 

Our  apprehenfions  of  the  future  difficulties 
which  may  probably  arife  from  a  putrid  difpofition 

of 
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of  body  in  the  patient  from  abforption,  and  from 
adhefion  of  the  Placenta,  are  confirmed  when  we 
find  the  labour  pains  lingering  and  ineffectual ; 
becaufe  it  is  reafonable  to  infer,  that  the  expulfive 
power  of  the  uterus  is  weakened  and  obftruCted by 
the  Placenta  in  fuch  cafes  *,  and  we  frequently  are 
embarraffed  by  the  child  being  retained  almoft  up¬ 
on  the  point  of  delivery,  for  a  long  time,  from  the 
caufe  here  mentioned.  In  refpeCt  to  thofe  diffi¬ 
culties  which  are  occafioned  by  wrong  prefenta- 
tions  of  the  child,  by  rigidity  and  tightnefs  of  the 
external  parts,  they  are  more  eafily  furmounted  ; 
becaufe  the  uterus  in  itfelf  remains  in  a  proper 
ftate,  capable  of  exerting  fufficient  force,  and  in 
turning  cafes,  will  fuftain  amazing  violence  with¬ 
out  much  injury,  and  foon  regain  its  priftine  tone 
and  figure.  But  where  the  uterus  has  been  aflfeCt- 
ed,  the  humours  abforbed,  and  the  circulating  flu¬ 
ids  hereby  vitiated,  we  have  reafon  to  fear  an  un¬ 
favourable  event.*  For  fuppofe,  in  extracting  the 
Placenta,  mere  force  prevails,  how  is  the  caufe  it¬ 
felf  remedied  ?  What  point  do  we  gain  in  refpeCt 
to  the  conftitutional  infirmity  ?  We  may  indeed 
fatisfy  fome  ignorant  attendants  by  the  fight  of 

*  <e  Parker  obftetricibus  expertis  non  ignotum,  mulieres 
<(  aliquando  conceptum  integrum,  cum  ambientibus  mem- 
“  branis  illsefis,  excluciere  ;  atque  hujufmodi  partus  videtur 
“  maxime  naturalis,  in  quo  foetus,  (tanquarrt  frudtus  matu- 
rus  qui  ab  arbore  totus  folvitur,  feminibus  ante  deftinatum 
tc  a  natura  tempus  minime  effluentibus)  una  cum  fecundis 
“  elabitur.  Ubi  enim  fecus  lit,  &  Placenta  poll  natum 
<£  foetum  utero  adherefcit,  eafsepe  difficulter  folvitur,  &pra~ 
**  va  fymptomata  inducit^— * Harv*  Exerci{ .  de  Partu. 

the 
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the  Placenta,  but  as  to  the  elTentia!  lately  of  the 
woman  we.  gain  but  little,  unlefs  the  antecedent 
caufe  is  removed,  as  well  as  the  apparent  dif¬ 
ficulty^ 

During  the  time  of  geftation,  in  fufpefted  con- 
ftitutions,  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  keep  % 
watchful  eye  over  our  patients,  to  regulate  their 
diet  and  exercife,  and  to  life  immediate  means  on 
the  appearance  of  any  difeafe.  As  to  the  common 
inconveniences  attending  the  enlargement  of  the 
uterus,  they  are  eaiily  remedied :  nor  have  we  fa 
much  reafan  to  be  alarmed  by  inflammatory  as  by 
putrid  fymptoms,  by  acute  as  by  chronical  dis¬ 
orders  thefe  latter  prognofficate  fevers  from  ab- 
fbrption,  and  difficult  labours ;  and  we  mtnl  en¬ 
deavour,  if  poffible,  to  prevent  the  coriequences, 
and  remove  the  root  of  the  evil.  When  labour 
conies  on,  after  fuch  circiimftanoes,  and  we  find 
an  unufual  Prong  adhefion  of  the  Placenta  not  to 
be  feparate$  immediately,  unlefs  by  exceSive  vio¬ 
lence,  let  us  w-ait  awhile,  to  procure  fuch  a  truce 
from  pain  as-  to  enable  nature  to.  afliffc  herfelf,  and 
try  what  can  be  done  by  vensefedtion,  if  the  pulfe 
will  bear  it,  by  proper  diluents,  vo'atile  acids,  ^ 

*  The  notion  of  fome  particular  medicines,  fuch  as  the 
pyJ'V.  £  Myrrh  romp,  and  others  having  a  forcing  power  (as  it 
is  called)  in  the  uterus,  is  erroneous  :  But  on  account  of 
their  cordial  and  antifeptic  qualities  in  putrid  difeafes,  and 
m  the  retention  of  the  Placenta  from  thofe  caufes,  they  max 
be  preferibed  with  advantage  ;  I  (peak  nor  of  their  effects,  as 
feetids.  Thus  emmnagogues  aft -as  cordials  fuqcefsfully,  be~ 
caufe  the  fuppreffion  of  the  menfes  and  other  uterine  afFec- 
tfons  often  arife  from  putridity,  for  the  menfes  are  abforbed 
in  a  putrid1  habit,  from  the  fame  caufes  as  the  Placenta  adheres. 

^lyfters. 
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glyftcrs,  the  bark  and  opiates,  in  order  to  cor¬ 
rect  the  bad  ftate  of  the  body,  wh'ch  if  we  are 
able  to  accomplifti,  the  obflrucled  vefiels  will 
become  pervious,  the  circulating  fluids  will  be 
reftored  to  their  original  purity,  the  fever  will  fub- 
lide,  and  of  coude  the  uterus  will  foon  difengage 
itfelf  from  die  Placenta.  But  on  the  other  hand, 
if  we  place  our  chief  dependance  upon  force,  and 
injure  the  uterus  thereby,  we  fhall  then  weaken 
thcfe  very  powers  which  are  defigned  by  nature 
to  aflifl  us  upon  fuch  emergencies.  Thefe  fentk 
tnents  are  the  refult  of  pradtice,  and  are  freely  of¬ 
fered  to  the  confideration  of  the  public,  either  t6 
be  confirmed  by  the  joint  experience  of  others,  or 
confuted,  if  fufficient  arguments  and  proofs  can  be 
advanced  againfc  them,  the  principal  defign  of  tire 
author  being  to  contribute  all  in  his  power  to  the 
removal  of  thofe  unhappy  prejudices,  which  too 
often  influence  our  practice,  and  hurry  us  into  fa¬ 
tal  miflakes  ;  and  fince  the  writing  of  this  memoir 
the  author  hath  the  fatisfadtion  of  finding  his  fen- 


timents  conformable  to  the  opinion  or  Dr.  limiter 
and  Dr.  Harvie  * 


Remarkable  Cafe  of  Inflammation  of  the  Bladder 
and  Supprejjion  of  Urine ,  with  the  Method 
of  Cure. 

“  Am.  2  8.Jvf - having  imprudently  drank 

too  freely  in  the  evening,  after 
vS  taking  a  dofe  of  falts,  complained  in  the  night 

*'  yid.  Practical  Directions,  &c.  by  Dr.  tiarvie. 
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“  of  a  difficulty  in  making  water,  attended  with 
cc  frequent  motions  to  ftool,  which  upon  his 
“  lofing  blood  twice  that  night,  by  purging,  and 
“  the  ufe  of  the  warm  bath,  was  much  abated  the 
“  next  morning* 

“  Aug.  29.  The  efforts  to  make  water  were  ve- 
“  ry  frequent,  but  the  quantity  difcharged  each 
“  time  was  inconfiderable :  this  evening  he  was  ap 
“  ptehenfive  of  a  fuppreffion,  for  which  reafon  he 
“  loft  more  blood,  and  had  a  glyfter  thrown  up, 
cc  and  took  fome  opening  medicines. 

“  Aug%  30.  Was  much  better,  and  fo  far  re- 
£C  lieved  as  to  go  abroad,  but  ftill  the  frequency  of 
“  making  water  in  fmall  quantities  {hewed  that 
“  the  diforder  had  not  entirely  left  him,  and  ac- 
“  cordingly,  ^ 

6C  Aug.  3 1 .  About  five  o’clock  in  the  morning 
<c  a  total  fuppreffion  came  on,  and  notwithftand- 
cc  ing  repeated  bleedings,  purgatives,  glyfters,  and 
u  warm  bathings,  &c.  it  continued  till  eleven 
“  o’clock",  when  the  water  was  drawn  off  by  the 
catheter,  to  the  quantity  of  Ibiifs.  •,  he  loft  more 
£C  blood  about  two  hours  afterwards,  and  the 
“  fame  operation  was  repeated  at  night,  glyfters 
were  thrown  up,  moderate  dofes  of  opiates  ad- 
miniftered,  and  the  warm  bathing  frequently 
cc  ufed  j  notwithftanding  all  which  he  paffed  a 
“  very  reftlefs  night,  with  frequent  irritations  and 
“  fpafms. 

“  Sept.  1.  About  five  o’clock  this  morning  a 
“  total  fuppreffion  returned,'  and  altho’  the  cathe- 
“  ter  was  with  much  difficulty  paffed  into  the 

“  bladder 
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“  bladder  three  times,  yet  no  water  came  away. 
“  Recourfe  was  then  had  to  opiates,  gr.  fs.  of 
“  opium,  every  half  hour,  and  towards  night 
tC  gr.  iv.  every  four  hours ;  plaifters  of  opium 
were  applied  to  the  abdomen,  perinaeum,  and 
cc  the  region  of  the  kidneys  :  the  pains  and  fpafms 
“  were  violent  and  frequent  during  the  whole 
“  night,  and  about  live  in  the  morning,  on 

“  Sept .  2.  The  lpafms  were  particularly  fevere, 
“  and  little  or  no  urine  was  difeharged  :  between 
cc  eight  and  nine  o’clock  a  terrible  rigor  came  on, 
“  attended  with  a  low  pulfe,  which  continued  to 
“  link  and  intermit  ;  at  the  fame  time  the  muf- 
cc  cles  of  the  face  were  convulfed,  likewife  a  cold- 
“  nefsof  the  limbs,  faintnefs,  cold  fweats,  and  la- 
“  borious  refpiration,  indicated  the  moft  extreme 
“  danger.  In  this  defperate  (late  fome  warm  port 
wine  was  given  him,  and  in  the  fpace  of  an 
tC  hour  he  began  to  grow  warmer,  and  by  conti- 
nuing  the  ufe  of  wine,  a  cordial  and  wine  whey, 
cc  the  pulfe  began  to  rife,  the  fatal  fymptoms  went 
“  off,  and  about  one  o’clock,  after  a  fpafmodic 
“  contradion,  the  bladder  fuddenly  relaxed  of  it- 
cc  felf,  and  the  urine  unexpectedly  came  away  in 
cC  considerable  quantities.  The  patient  afterwards 
ci  made  water  as  ufual,  without  any  difficulty,  ex- 
cept  a  forenefs  for  two  or  three  days,  and  being 
“  in  the  flower  of  his  age,  foon  recovered  perfed 
health.” 

This  is  the  abftraft  account  of  an  extraordinary  and 
dangerous  cafe  of  an  inflammation  in  the  bladder, 
which  it  is  proper  to  illuffrate  by  the  following  re- 

C  marks 
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marks  and  obfervations,  fairly  deduced  from  the 
iadis  that  happened : 

Firft,  it  was  evident  from  experience  in  this 

x 

cafe,  that  the  introduction  of  the  catheter  was  not 
attended  with  any  eflfential  advantage,  but  on  the 
contrary  might  have  been  productive  of  much  mif- 
chief,  by  lacerating  the  parts  in  confequen.ce  of 
the  force  exerted  in  pufhing  the  initrument  into 
the  bladder.  This  expedient  was  fuggefted  from 
an  erroneous  fuppofition,  that  water  retained  in 
the  bladder  might  be  the  caufe  of  the  difeafe  in 
queftion  :  but  the  impropriety  of  it  was  proved  by 
the  effedts  that  enfued  ;  for  notwithstanding  three 
fevere  trials  were  made  on  Sept,  i,  yet  no  water 
came  away,  but  a  stream  of  blood  only  iillied  from 
the  wounded  paffage,  leaving  it  doubtful  in  fome 
meafure  whether  the  inftrument  had  really  pene¬ 
trated  into  the  cavity  of  the  bladder  or  not.  Now 
it  feemed  difcindtly  clear,  from  a  due  confidera- 
tion  of  the  (late  of  the  parts,  that  there  was  in  fa£t 
little  or  no  water  then  in  the  bladder ;  becaufe 
that  organ  v/as  fo  much  contracted  in  confequence 
of  the  inf  animation  of  it's  internal  coat,  and  the 
inceffant  fpafms  occafioned  thereby,  that  no  urine 
could  be  buffered  to  remain  in  it  •,  for  ever)7  drop 
which  flowed  from  the  ureters  immediately  excited 
frefh  irritation  in  the  bladder,  with  perpetual  and 
painful  'efforts  to  difeharge  the  contents :  In  this 
inflamed  condition  it  was  impoffible  for  the  urine 
to  pals,  much  lefs  to  flay  in  its  ufual  receptacle, 
but  the  greater  part  was  by  the  violent  preflure  of 
the  contracled  bladder  forced  back  through  other 

emun&ories 
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emundtories,  efpecially  through  the  pores  of  the 
fkin,  as  was  evident  by  the  profufe  fweats  which 
the  patient  continually  laboured  under  :  and  the 
fame  ftrong  refiftance  was  undoubtedly  made  to 
the  entrance  of  the  inftrument,  as  occafioning  ftill 
greater  irritation  in  fo  fenfible  an  organ  in  the  ftate 
abovementioned  ;  befides  all  the  adjacent  parts 
were  affedted  by  the  fame  inflammatory  fymptoms, 
namely  the  redtum,  the  proftrate  gland,  and  the 
whole  canal  of  the  urethra,  with  its  continuous 
membrane,  confequently  the  ufe  of  the  inftru- 
ment  in  fuch  circumftances  was  improper.*  What 
advantage  could  be  obtained  if  there  was  no  water 
to  draw  off  ?  If  the  bladder  could  not  bear  a  drop 
of  urine  without  being  affedted  by  frefh  fpaitns, 
how  could  the  catheter  be  endured  ?  And  for  the 
fame  reafons  the  pundture  in  perineo,  recommend¬ 
ed  by  fome  authors  in  total  fupprefllons  of  urine, 
would  have  been  not  only  unfuccefsful  but  fatal. 
The  danger  of  the  difeafe  we  fee  did  not  confift  in 
mere  retention  of  urine,  but  in  violent  inflammation, 
for  altho’  the  catheter  was  fuccefsfully  introduced 
on  Aug.  3 1 .  and  lb  iifs  of  water  drawn  off,  yet  the 
caufe  remaining,  the  effedts  fpeedily  returned,  and 
therefore  the  remedy  was  temporary  only,  and  not 
effectual. 

During  the  paroxyfms  of  pain,  the  redtum,  by 
reafon  of  its  contiguity  to  the  bladder,  was  like  wife 
affedted,  hence  thofe  frequent  and  violent  fram¬ 
ings- and  motions  to  ftool,  which  were  not  in  the 

*  An  ingenuous  acknowledgment  of  our  miflakes,  is  as  ufe- 
ful  as  a  relation  of  our  fuccefsful  pra&ice, 

C  2  leaft 
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leaf!:  relieved  by  any  difcharge.  Thefe  were  very- 
unfavourable  fymptoms.  What  is  obferved  by 
one  of  our  ableft  phyficians  and  writers  now  living 
upon  another  occafion  may  be  applied  to  this, 
“  Inter  mali  morbi  figna  ducenda  font  omnia  ex- 
<c  creta  fi  non  fecundum  rationem  eveniunt ;  fi  a 
u  vitio  nil  demunt ;  multo  pejus  eft  ft  morbo 
addunt.”*  And  indeed  thefe  irritations  and 
fpafms  of  all  the  parts  near  the  bladder,  evidently 
proved  the  inflammatory  ftate  of  that  organ  threat- 
rung  a  fatal  event. 

From  the  foregoing  obfervations  it  appears  in- 
difpenfably  neceftary  to  make  a  juft;  and  accurate 
diftin&ion  in  refpedt  to  the  caufes  of  a  fuppreftion 
of  urine,  that  a  proper  method  of  cure  may  be 
afcertained.  Heifter  gives  fome  ufeful  cautions  on 
this  occafion. §  In  the  cafe  now  recited  experience 
proves,  that  when  a  fuppreftion  of  urine  happens 
in  confequence  of  an  inflammation  of  the  bladder, 
either  in  its  neck  or  internal  membrane,  from  what¬ 
ever  caufe,  then  the  ufe  of  the  catheter  is  not 
only  highly  improper,  but  extremely  dangerous. 
On  the  other  hand,  when  urine  is  retained  in 
the  bladder  from  a  weaknefs  in  that  organ,  either 
from  a  paralyfts  of  its  mufcles,  as  frequently  hap¬ 
pens  in  old  conftitutions,  or  in  women  after  deli¬ 
very  from  the  preflure  made  by  the  child,  in  thofe 
circumftances  it  is  neceftary  to  introduce  the  in- 
ftrument,  that  the  bladder  freed  from  its  load  may 
have  liberty  to  contract  again,  and  recover  its  tonic 

*  Gla/sde  Febribus  Comment.  4 
§  Heifter' s  Surgery,  Part  n,  Chapt,  137.. 

powers, 
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powers.  In  one  cafe,  the  difeafe  confifts  in  the 
bladder  not  being  able  to  contain  any  urine  at  all, 
on  account  of  fucceffive  fpafms  ;  in  the  other,  be- 
caufe  it  is  become  incapable  of  irritation,  and  dil- 
tended  with  too  great  a  quantity.  This  effcntial 
difference  the  concomitant  fymptoms  plainly  di- 
ftinguifh.  In  the  firft  cafe,  frequent  fpafms,  with 
hardnefs  of  the  pulfe,  pain  in  the  bowels,  and  other 
figns  according  to  the  age,  ftrength  and  habit  of 
the  patient,  and  the  efficient  caufe  of  the  difeafe, 
denote  great  inflammation  and  violent  contradtion 
of  the  bladder.  In  the  latter,  an  uneafy  fenfation 
of  fullnefs  without  violent  pain,  and  a  perceptible 
i welling  in  the  region  of  the  pubis,  fhew  that  the 
bladder  is  too  much  relaxed  and  difcended.  In 
inflammation  therefore  the  cure  confifts  in  bleed- 
ing,  purging,  warm  bathing,  and  opiates,  but  the 
ufe  of  the  catheter  is  forbid.  In  relaxation  oppo- 
fite  meafures  are  to  be  purfued,  the  catheter  is* 
to  be  introduced,  and  afterwards,  by  the  affiftance 
of  the  bark  and  other  corroborants,  the  difeafed 
organ  will  be  rendered  capable  of  performing  its 
ufual  offices. 

From  this  digreffion  I  now  return  to  the  cafe 
defcribed,  and  having  condemned  in  this  inftance 
the  ufe  of  the  catheter,  ffiall  relate  more  particu¬ 
larly  the  method  of  cure  which  the  phyfical  gentle¬ 
men  (to  whofe  care  and  fkill  the  patient  owed  his 
life)  fo  fuccefsfully  purfued. 

The  propriety  of  copious  bleeding  in  all  in¬ 
flammatory  difeafes,  particularly  of  membranous 
parts,  being  fufficiently  obvious,  that  evacuation 

was 
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was  frequently  repeated  ;  the  violence  of  pain  and 
the  fullnefs  of  the  pulfe  indicated  the  necefEty  of 
It,  When  an  organ  of  fuch  importance  as  the 
bladder  Is  affefted,  bleeding  etiam  ad  dd'iquium 
is  requifite,  becaufe  during  a  fyncope,  the  eon- 
trafled  membranes  will  often  relax  of  themfelves. 
This  patient  loft  blood  ten  times  in  the  fpace  of 
three  days,  and  in  confiderable  quantities  :  at  the 
fame  time  plentiful  dilution  with  warm  liquors* 
emollient  medicines  and  emulfions  was  prefcribed, 
with  the  intention  of  rendering  the  obftrucied  vef~ 
fels  of  the  difeafed  organ  pervious*  and  likewife 
of  abating  the  acrimonious  quality  of  the  urine, 
that  it  might  be  lefs  capable  of  exciting  irritation,. 
Gentle  anodynes  too  were  adrniniftered*  warm- 
bathings  were  ufed,  and  the  region  of  the  pubis 
anointed  with  an  anodyne  liniment  ;  aperitive  and 
emollient  glyfters,  with  tlneh  thebaic,  added*  were 
thrown  up  at  proper  intervals*  in  order  to  keep 
the  reflum  empty*  and  take  off  all  preflurefrom  the 
bladder.  But  notwithftandlng  thefe  prudent  mea¬ 
sures,  the  fpafms  ftill  becoming  more  frequent  and 
fevere,  with  agonizing  and  inceftant  pain,  not  to 
be  defcribed,  recourfe  was  more  boldly  had  to 
the  grand  fpecinc*  opium.  And  here  it  mufe  be 
obferved,  that  in  all  cafes  wherein  it  is  abfolutely 
neceffary  to  abate  pain  by  means  of  opium,  wr¬ 
ought  to  purfue  that  intention  till  the  ejj'eil  is  pro¬ 
duced^  This  rule  hath  not  been,  fuffkiently  ex¬ 
plained 

f  Among!!  the  many  obligations  which  the  medical  world 
owes  to  Sydenham?  the  recommendation  of  anodynes,  in  va¬ 
rious  cafes,  is  none  of  the  lealt.  Treating  of  the  Bilious 

Choli-g 
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plained  and  in  fitted  upon  by  the  medical  writers : 
and  fome  phyficians,  in  confequence  of  a  practice 
too  timid  in  this  refpedl,  by  not  giving  proper 
quantities  of  this  noble  drug,  have  failed  in  their 
purpofe  in  cafes  of  great  emergency.  That  it 
was  abfolntely  neceflary  to  profecute  the  intention 
here  recommended  in  the  inttance  now  before  us, 
appears  evident  from  the  nature  of  the  difeafe  ; 
becaufe  during  the  violence  of  pain  and  of  fpafms, 
no  water  could  properly  pafs  through  the  blad¬ 
der  :  what  little  urine  was  voided  came  away  in 
the  intervals  of  thofe  fpafms :  a  circumftance  which 
pointed  out  the  remedy.  The  obfervations  made 
by  the  great  Dr.  Mead ,  in  regard  to  the  difeharg- 
ing  of  gravel,  are  founded  upon  the  fame  princi¬ 
ples  of  reafoning  urged  here  •,  for  whether  inflam¬ 
mation  arifes  from  (tones  or  gravel  in  the  bladder, 
or  from  fome  other  caufe,  the  effects  of  irritation 
are  fimilar.  After  recommending  anodynes,  C6  a 
4C  (tone  (faith  he)  is  never  forced  out  while  the 
“  patient  is  in  great  torture  •,  though  when  the 
“  pain  ceafes,  it  fometimes  comes  away  unex- 
“  pecttedly,  and  almoft  of  its  own  aGcord,  with 
“  the  urine.  And  the  reafon  of  this  is,  that  pain 
“  conftringes  the  fibres  of  the  parts,  which  relume 
“  their  natural  (late,  and  perform  their  functions 

Cholic,  he  fays,  “  I  could  never  take  off  violent  pains  with- 
“  out  a  larger  dole  than  is  ufual,  and  that  repeated  too  ; 

“  for  that  which  is  fufficient  to  conquer  another  difeafe,  will 
“  be  wholly  infufheient  in  this  caf6,  the  violence  of  the  dif- 
“  cafe  fubduing  the  force  of  the  medicine;  and  it  is  indeed 
**  fafe  to  repeat  anodynes  while  fuch  a  pain  as  this  continues 
“  violent.” 

“  properly 
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“  properly,  when  the  troublefome  fenfation  is 
cc  over.5’* . 

The  praftice  of  giving  large  quantities  of  opi¬ 
um  in  fpafmodic  complaints  is  well  known  and 
recommended,  for  inftance  in  the  locked  jaw,  § 
nor  need  we  apprehend  any  ill  effedts  from  it. 
We  are  fometimes  indeed  led  to  fuppofe,  that 
there  are  particular  idiofyncrafies  in  feme  confci- 
tutions,  which  do  not  fo  well  admit  the  ufe  of 
opium  •,  but  the  urgent  circumfcances  of  extreme 
pain  and  violent  fpafms,  entirely  fuperfede  all 
other  confiderations.  For  it  matters  not  much 
even  if  the  membranes  of  the  brain  fhould  be  af¬ 
fected,  becaufe  that  cliforder  foon  wears  off,  and  is 
amply  compenfated  by  procuring  cafe  and  fafety 
to  the  patient.  The  great  point  therefore  which 
we  wiflied  to  obtain  in  the  prefent  cafe,  was  a  re- 
million  of  thofe  violent  ftrainings,  which  in  the 
irritable  Hate  of  the  bladder,  aggravated  the  dif- 
eafe,  and  by  long  continuing,  threatened  a  morti¬ 
fication.  To  obviate,  this  danger,  four  grains  of 
opium  were  given  at  a  dole,  till  in  the  fpace  of 
twenty-four  hours  the  patient  had  taken  twenty 
grains  of  that  medicine,  and  to  affift  in  the  fame 
intention,  a  plaifter  of  opium  was  applied  all  round 
the  abdomen.  Thefe  methods,  though  their  ef- 
fe£ls  were  not  immediately  vifible,  yet  they 
doubtlefs  were  conducive  to  the  cure.  For  at 
length,  after  fevere  rigors,  a  favourable  crifis  hap- 

*  Mead’s  Works,  quarto  edit:  p.  ^29. 

§  Vid.  London  Medical  Obfervatidns,  vol.  1,  article  ik,  by 

Dr.  Silvejter. 

peried 
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pened,  the  bladder  was  fuddenly  relaxed,  and  the 
urine  came  freely  away  :  but  yet  we  had  at  firft 
fome  reafon  to  doubt  whether  that  fymptom  was 
a  falutary  cribs  of  the  difeafe,  or  a  fatal  prelude  to 
a  mortification.  Much  depended  on  the  goodnefs 
of  conftitution,  and  nature  (to  whom  all  medicine 
is  only  an  aid  fecondary  and  fubordinate)  having 
procured  a  refpite  from  pain,  fortunately  pre¬ 
vailed  and  relieved  herlelf  in  this  dangerous  ex¬ 
tremity. 

At  the  time  when  this  crifis  happened,  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  in  a  Late  of  infenfibility,  owing  partly 
to  the  effects  of  opium,  and  partly  to  the  urinous 
falts,  which  being  thrown  back  into  the  circula¬ 
tion  by  the  violence  of  the  difeafe,  had  made  fome 
impreffion  upon  the  membranes  of  the  brain.  But 
thefe  effects  gradually  wore  off  •,  and  though  the 
fpafms  and  rigors  in  fome  degree  remained,  yet  the 
intermiffions  became  longer,  and  care  was  taken 
to  prevent  the  return,  by  repeating,  at  proper  in¬ 
tervals,  and  in  lefs  quantities,  the  dofes  of  opium. 
Thus  by  degrees  the  bladder  being  free  from  ir¬ 
ritation,  recovered  its  ufual  tone,  and  performed 
its  office  without  pain  :  the  patient  foon  regained 
his  (Length,  and  feels  no  ill  confequences  from  his 
diforder. 

Having  by  this  remarkable  inftance  proved  the 
falutary  effiefts  of  opium  in  inflammations  of  the 
bladder,  it  is  neceffary  to  make  fome  obfervations. 
upon  a  paffiage  in  Hoffman ,  which  directly  and  ab- 
folutely  forbids  the  adminiftration  of  fo  fuccefsful 
a  remedy.  Speaking  of  inflammations,  he  fays, 

.  D  u  Inftar 
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“  Inftar  axiomatis  pradici  hoc  loco  notari  velim, 
“  in  inflammationibus  nervofarum  &  membrana- 
fic  cearum  partium  ut  in  phrenitide,  pleuritide, 
<c  hepatitide,  item  in  inflammatione  ventriculi, 
€C  inteftinorum  &  veficoe ,  nil  perniciofius  eflfe,  Sc 
^  quod  tarn  facile  ad  mortem  perducere  queat, 
opiato  rentiedio  interno.  Stuporem  enim  hifce 
cc  partibus  facile  inducit  Sc  in  minimis  vafculis 
“  motum  Sc  progreiTum  fanguinis  penitus  fiftit, 
<c  ut  fphacelus  ac  mors  inducatur.  Quare  cautif- 
€C  fime  cum  ejufmodi  remediis,  etiam  exterius  ap- 
cc  plicatis  hifce  in  morbis  agendum  eife  moneo  ac 
cc  inculco  ferio,  compluribus  lethiferis  exemplis 
hanc  obfervationem  conflrmantibus.* 

But  the  teilimony  even  of  fo  famous  an  author 
as  Hoffman ,  however  pofitively  delivered,  cannot 
invalidate  fads,  which  on  'the  contrary,  are  of 
themfelves  fufficient  to  confute  his  Angle  opinion  ; 
befides  his  .arguments  in  this  point  feem  to  be  not 
founded  qn  reafon  ;  for  as  to  the  operation  of  opi¬ 
um  retarding  the  circulation  of  blood  through  the 
fmall  velfels,  it  is  an  efiied  which  we  frequently 
wifh  to  produce,  particularly  in  inflammations, 
when  the  blood  is  urged  with  too  much  impetu- 
olity  into  the  minima  vafa ,  by  which  means  their 
canals  become  obftruded,  and  in  confequence  of 
a  difeafe  fo  formed,  mortification  often  enfues. 
Therefore  upon  the  very  principles  whichHoffman 
condemns,  experience  direds  the  ufe  of  opium. 
In  inflammations  of  membranous  parts,  efpeciaily 

* Hoffm,  tom.  2,  feet.  2,  1.  9,  p.  156. 

of 
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of  membranous  receptacles,  that  conftridtion  of 
the  fibres  which  pain  occafions,  and  thofe  unna¬ 
tural  fpalms  and  irritations  which  continually  tor¬ 
ture  the  patient,  are  urgent  proofs  of  the  necefiity 
of  adminiftering  fuch  a  medicine  as  fiiall  quiet 
thofe  definitive  fymptoms  :  for  they  not  only  ren¬ 
der  the  organs  affedted  incapable  of  performing 
their  offices,  but  likewife  by  flimulating,  caufe 
them  to  injure  their  own  texture.  And  does  not 
this  extreme  necefiity  entirely  fuperfede  every  mi¬ 
nute  confideration  ?  Shall  we  be  deterred  by  falla¬ 
cious  reafoning  of  its  effects  from  ufing  that  medi¬ 
cine,  whole  virtues  in  thefe  cafes,  repeated  expe¬ 
rience  hath  proved  ?  It  muft  not  be  inferred  from 
thefe  ftrictures  that  I  think  opium  a  fpecific  merely 
of  itfelf  •,  other  means  ought  undoubtedly  to  be 
ufed,  which  every  prudent  phyfician  knows  how 
to  prefcribe  •,  but  in  fpafmodic  affections  of  mem¬ 
branous  parts,  no  other  medicine  will  equally  fuc- 
ceed.  It  is  with  reludtance,  and  even  diffidence, 
that  I  prefume  to  pafs  any  cenfure  upon  fo  cele-> 
brated  a  name  as  Hoffman ,  but  the  greater  the  au¬ 
thority  of  a  writer  is,  fo  much  the  more  danger 
rous  are  his  errors,  and  confequently  the  more 
pains  fhould  be  taken  to  confute  him  when  we 
have  faCts  and  experience  on  our  fide.* 

I  might 

*  I  obferve  that  this  opinion  of  Hoffman  is  quoted  by  Dr. 
Brookes  in  his  Practice  of  Pbyfic ,  and  as  that  book  is  much  in 
the  hands  of  ycnmg  practitioners,  a  refutation  of  fuch  erro¬ 
neous  doCtrine  appeared  more  necefiary.  And  here,  upon  a 
review  of  thole  farrago's  in  medicine,  publilhed  by  fome 
authors,  I  cannot  help  remarking  how  much  a  new  and  cor¬ 
rect  fiilem  of  pliyfic  and  furgery  is  wanted.  The  many  late 

D  2  improve*. 
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I  might  here  enlarge  on  t  he  efficacy  of  opium  in 
feveral  other  inflammatory  difeafes,  namely  cholics, 
levers,  ftrumous  and  venereal  opthalmies,  when 
given  judicioufly  in  proper  quantities,  and  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  it  Calculated  to  take  place  at  the  time  of 
the  accefs  of  pain  or  fever.  But  thefe  cafes  I  re¬ 
feree  for  fome  future  opportunity ;  one  only  I 
lliall  briefly  relate. 

On  Sept.  ii.  A  young  .gentleman,  fubjeft  to 
foafmodic  colics,  was  taken  ill  with  a  fit  of  that  dif- 
order.  The  pain  was  fevere  and  conftant,  parti¬ 
cularly  on  the  right  fide  of  the  abdomen,  affedL 
ing  the  peritoneum  ^  he  vomited,  though  not  fre¬ 
quently,  and  there  was  but  little  bile  difcharged. 
This  day  he  was  bled  and  took  fgrne  common 

improvements  made  by  eminent  furgeons  in  their  profeiTion, 
as  well  as  by  phyficians  in  the  elegance  and  efficacy  of  pre- 
fcription,  and  the  fuccefsful  treatment  of  difeafes,  would  ren¬ 
der  fuch  a  work  highly  valuable.  The  talk  indeed  is  too 
arduous  and  extenlive  for  any  one  man  fingly  to  undertake, 
on  account- of  die  hurry  of  bufmefs,  the  uncertainty  of  health, 
and  the  fhortnefs  of  human  life  ;  but  by  the  united  labours; 
of  a  body  of  the  moll  experienced  phyficians  and  furgeons,- 
wherein  each  individual  might  exercife  his  peculiar  talent 
in  different  departments,  the  whole  might  be  compleateda 
An  elegant  but  imperfeft  Iketch  we  have  already  in  Dr. 
Mead's  Monita  &  Precept  a  Mediea.  Perhaps  in  the  Afta 
Medica  of  the  college  of  phyiicians,  winch  we  hope  will 
foon  appear,  fomething  of  this  nature  may  he  attempted  ; 
and  from  the  fkill  and  abilities  of  many  members  of  that 
learned  body,  much  may  be  expected,  whether  they  choofe 
to  exercife  their  genius  in  fvJlematical  writing,  as  moll  fuit- 
able  to  the  dignity  of  the  college,  or  in  det  ac  hed  pieces, 
and  the  relation  of  particular  cafes,  according  to  the  practice 
of  other  Societies. 


opening; 
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ripening  mixture,  which  operated  once  or  twice, 
but  the  pain  continued. 

Sept.  12.  The  ingenious  phyfician  who  was 
confulted,  thus  prefcribed  in  the  morning, 

R  Sal.  cathart.  amar.  gii,  folv.  in  aq.  font.  Ibi. 

R  Mercur.  dulc.  fexies  fublim.  gr.  viii,  mucilag. 
q.  f.  m.  f.  pil. —  Deglutiatur  pilula  quampri- 
mum,  elapfa  dein  hora  bibantur  folutionis 
*iv,  duaeque  poftea  fingulis  horis  donee  fatis 
dufta  fuerit  alvus. 

In  the  Evening, 

R  Opii  puri  gr.  ii,  camphor,  gr.  iii,  half,  perdv. 
q.  f.  m.  f.  pil.  ii,  quamprimum  fumendae. 

Injiciatur  dein  enema  quod  habeat  fal.  cathart. 
amar.  aq.  font.  TbiB. 

R  Gum.  ammon.  gr.  vi,  mercur.  dulc.  fexies 
fubl.  gr.  ii,  opii  puri  gr.  i,  balf  peruvq.f.  m. 
f.  pil.  ii,  fecundis  horis  donee  ceflaverit  dolor 

r  ■  ■ .  1  • 

fumendi?. 

Of  thefe  the  oatient  took  four  dofes  in  twelve 

X 

hours,  with  advantage,  but  his  head  feeming  to 
be  a  little  affedled,  the  ufe  of  them  was  for  a 
while  omitted. 

But  on  Sept.  13,  as  the  pain  returned,  the  foE 
was  the  prefeription : 

Repet.  enema. 

R  Sp.  minderer.  giv,  aq.  cinnam.  fimp.  §ifk 
tlncSt.  thebaic,  gt.  xxxv,  fyr.  e  mecon.  gii,  m. 
f.  hauft.  quamprimum  dandus  &  fecundis 
horis  repetendus  donee  celfaverit  dolor. 

R  Sal.  cathart.  amar.  Mann.  opt.  fing  3 ii,  folv. 

in 
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In  aq.  font.  Ibi,  eras  mane  dentur  cochi.  ii? 
bis  in  horis  donee  du£ta  fuerit  alvus. 

The  patient  took  all  the  draughts  in  the  fpace 
of  the  night,  and  was  much  better,  without  any 
difturbance  from  the  opiate  : — This  pradtice,  how¬ 
ever  bold  it  may  appear  to  fome,  was  rational, 
and  fo  great  was  the  fuccefs,by  giving  large,  dofes 
of  anodynes  along  with  cathartics  and  glyfters, 
that  the  patient  was  in  eitedt  quite  well  the  fourth 
day,  whereas  in  former  attacks  he  hath  lain  ill  for 
a  fortnight  or  three  weeks. 

In  venereal  cafes  an  inflammation  of  the  bladder 
is  a  frequent  fymptom :  for  the  internal  membrane 
or  coat  of  the  urethra  being  continuous,  the  ir¬ 
ritation  from  the  virus,  in  the  glands  of  that  canal 
is  communicated  to  the  bladder.  This  irritation 
is  more  or  lefs  from  various*  caufes,  owing  to  the 
conftitution  and  regimen  of  the  patient,  and  the 
degree  of  the  difeafe.  An  imprudent  ufe  of 
purges,  especially  draftic  ones,  inc.reafes  it  :  an 
enlarged  proflrate,  either  in  confequence  of  vene¬ 
real  or  fcrophulous  acrimony,  or  former  injudicious, 
treatment,*  will  caufe  an  aggravation  of  the  fymp- 
toms.  When  fpaims  enfue  (neceffary  evacuations 
being  premifed)  opium  is  a  fpecinc. 

*  Flow  cautious  ought  youth  to  he  (if  youth  would  think) 
of  the  management  and  the  effects  of  claps ;  for  by  repeated 
infection  the  canal  of  the  urethra  is  contracted,  the  proflrate 
gland  enlarged  and  made  fchirrous,  the  feminal  veffels  o'b- 
itrufted,  and  the  generative  faculty  in  all  its  organs  impaired 
and  even  difabled  :  the  confequences  of  which  are  feverely 
felt  by  an  imperfect  and  diftempered  progeny. 

On 
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On  Feb.  27,  R.  B.  after  taking  fome  rough 
purges  for  a  gonorrhea,  applied  for  relief,  com¬ 
plaining  of  frequent  drainings  to  make  water, 
with  a  burning  heat,  which  increafed  the  ftimu- 
lus  :  the  venereal  difcharge  was  almoft  flopped. 

I  enjoined  reft  in  a  recumbent  pofture,  and  di¬ 
rected  as  follows : 

Mittantur  fanguinis  ^xvi. 

R  Decocl.  commun.  pro  clyfter.  Jxii, 

O'.  Olivar.  jiii. 

Opii  puri  folut.  31*,  m.  f.  enema  ftatim  poft 
venadetionem  injiciend,  * 

R  Opii  puri  gr.  i,  4ta  quaq.  hora  fumend.  do¬ 
nee  ceftaverintveficas  irritationes — bibat  etiam 
emulf.  commun  jiv.  poft  fing.  pil.  narcotic.  ’ 
Feb .  28.  The  patient  much  better,  but  neglect¬ 
ing  to  take  his  medicines  at  proper  times,  and  re- 
fufing  confinement, 

On  March  2.  The  fpafms  returned. 

Mittantur  fanguinis  jxvi. 

R  Amygd.  dulc.  excortic.  Xh 
Gum.  arabic. 

Sacch.  alb.  5vi,  fimul  optime  contundantur 
cum  aq.  for.  aurant.  in  paftam  molliorem 
cujus  fumat.  Q^N.  M.  major,  in  aq.  tepid. 
3'iv,  folut.  4ta  quaq.  hora. 

This  was  ordered  for  conveniency,  and  is  a  ve¬ 
ry  ufeful  formula  in  private  practice,  ferving  as  a 
portable  orgead,  or  making  an  extemporaneous 
emulfion. 

Mar,  3.  The  irritations  to  make  water  ftill  com 

tinuing  • 
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tinning,  and  even  increafmg,  the  patient  fubmit- 
ted  to  confinement,  and  kept  his  bed, 

Mittr.  fang.  %xii.  h.  nona  matutin. 

Repet.  enema. 

Repet.-pil.  narcot.  (quse  gr.  i,  opii  habeat) 
cum  emulf.  fumend.  2  da  quaq.  hora  ur¬ 
gent.  dolore. 

Mittr.  fang.  ^xii.  h.  nona  vefpertin. 

Repet,  enema  fi  non  du£ta  fuerit  alvus. 

Mar.  4.  The  patient  much  relieved,  and  in 
proportion  as  the  painful  fymptoms  abated,  lefs 
quantities  of  the  opiate  were  adminiflered,  and 

the  reblum  all  along  kept  open  by  gentle  aperi¬ 
tives  and  glyflers. 

Mar.  5.  Continues  better. 

Mittr.  fang.  |x.  ^ 

During  the  (pace  of  thefe  three  iaft  days,  plen¬ 
tiful  dilution  was  ordered,  to  the  quantity  of  one 
pint  of  warm  liquid  every  hour,  or  every  two 
hours,  according  as  his  ftomach  could  bear  it  •- 
and  this  was  done  for  the  following  reafons,  which 
have  been  hinted  at  in  the  former  cafe  j  the 
urine  when  it  is  fecreted  flowly  through  the  kid¬ 
neys,  becomes  more  loaded  with  falts,  whofe  acri¬ 
mony  will  naturally  excite  a  greater  degree  of  ir¬ 
ritation  in  the  bladder  :  this  we  find  to  be  the  cafe 
even  in  health,  from  a  fmall  quantity  of  urine 
thus  faturated  (after  fleep  for  instance)  occafioning 
an  equal  ftimulus  with  a  larger  quantity  more  di¬ 
luted.  This  acrimony  is  abated  by  copious 
drinking  of  fmall  lubricating  liquors,  which  quick¬ 
en  the  fecretion,  a  circumftance  highly  neceffary, 

efpecially" 
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efpecially  in  an  inflammatory  and  irritable  ftate  of 
the  bladder,  when  the  urine  ought  to  be  rendered 
as  mild  as  poflible.  Moreover,  the  obftrudted 
veflcls  will  fooner  become  pervious,  and  the  ten- 
fion  of  the  membranes  relaxed,  in  confequence  of 
warm  aqueous  fluids,  internally  and  externally  ap¬ 
plied.  This  reafoning  holds  good  in  flighter  cafes 
of  dyfury  in  gonorrheas  of  the  urethra  only,  not- 
withftanding  I  obferve  the  ingenious  and  expe¬ 
rienced  Mr.  Fordyce  hath  given  a  caution  againfl: 
plentiful  dilution.*  In  refpeft  to  nitrous  medi¬ 
cines  I  agree  with  him,  but  as  to  the  quantity  of 
Ample  lubricating  liquors  proper  to  be  drank,  I 
differ  •,  for  it  is  not  the  quantity  of  urine  fecreted, 
but  the  acrid  quality  of  it  which  excites  frequent 
and  painful  {Emulation.  And  again,  in  inflam¬ 
mations  of  the  internal  coat  or  membrane  of  the 
urethra,  where  the  pain  in  making  urine  is  confi- 
derable,  or  elpecially  if  there  is  any  tendency  to 
fpafms,  I  ufe  opium  more  freely  than  common 
praftice  hath  hitherto  directed.  But  to  return  to 
our  patient. 

On  Mar.  6.  He  was  fo  well  recovered  (tho* 
much  reduced)  as  to  go  abroad,  and  the  bladder 
performed  its  office  without  pain.  However  there 
occurred  a  circumffance  which  ought  to  be  mention¬ 
ed.  It  was  expected  after  fuch  large  evacuations 
and  in  confequence  of  fuch  plentiful  dilution,  that 
the  fluids  in  every  veflfel  of  the  body  would  have 
been  entirely  changed  and  become  purified,  as  in 

1  Fordyce' s  Review  of  the  Venereal  Dlfeafe,  and  its  Re¬ 
medies. 

E  an 
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an  infant  ftate  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  patient  re^ 
Covered  (Length,  the  running  from  the  urethra 
appeared  again,  and  was  attended  with  fuch  acri¬ 
mony  as  to  occafion  a  fevere  chordee.  This  is  a 
manifeft  proof  of  the  validity  of  what  Mr.  Fvrdyce 
advances  in  oppofition  to  Boer  have's  dodtrine,  that 
the  antiphlogiftic  method,  thos  profecuted  to  an 
^extreme,  will  not  eradicate  the  venereal  virus, 
when  the  proftrate  gland  is  affe&ed  i  and  there¬ 
fore  on  account  of  the  adtivity  and  obftinacy  in 
this  fpecies  of  poifon,  I  was  obliged  to  have  re- 
courfe  to  mercurial  inunction,  together  with  pills 
compofed  of  arg.  viv.  £*?  pnlv.  rhti ,  by  which 
means  the  patient  was  perfectly  cured. 

In  refpedt  to  thofe  obftrudtions  in  the  urinary 
paffage,  which  require  the  ufe  of  bougies,  I  fliall 
only  here  enter  one  caution  :  in  cafes  where  any 
fymptoms  of  inflammation  remain,  an  indifcrimi- 
nate  application  of  them,  occafions  many  inconve¬ 
niences.  t  But  a  more  particular  account  of  thefe 
celebrated  remedies  will  be  the  fubjedt  of  fome  fu¬ 
ture  paper* 


$iX&X$X$X&X$X&X$X&X&X&X$X&X$Xi& 

Obfervations  on  the  Conflitution  of  the  Air ,  and 
the  prevailing  Difeafes . 


THE  effedts  of  the  atmofphere  upon  human 
bodies,  have  in  different  ages  and  nations, 
much  engaged  the  attention  and  enquiry  of  medi¬ 
cal  writers.  In  our  country  two  great  men  have 
particularly  diffinguifhed  themfelves  by  obferving 

the 
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the  various  changes  and  conftitution  of  the  air, 
and  defcribing  the  epidemical  difeafes  thence  pro¬ 
duced  ;  I  mean  Sydenham  in  the  laft  century,  and 
Huxham  in  this.  To  their  accurate  and  judicious 
remarks  concerning  the  ufe  and  importance  of  in- 
veftigating  the  properties  of  the  air  in  different 
feafons,  it  would  be  prefumptuous  in  me  to  attempt 
to  add  any  thing  :  what  I  have  to  offer  under  this 
article  at  prefent  will  be  very  imperfedt,  and  in¬ 
tended  rather  as  the  means  of  afking  information 
from  others,  than  of  communicating  any  material 
intelligence  myfelf :  for  it  cannot  be  expedted  that 
any  one  practitioner,  refiaing  in  one  place,  fhould 
be  able  to  give  an  account  of  the  general  confti* 
tution  of  the  air,  becaufe  his  obfervations  muff  of 
courfe  be  limited  to  the  particular  fphere  in  which 
he  adls,  and  therefore  an  extenfive  correfpondence 
from  various  parts  is  requifite  to  fupply  this  defi¬ 
ciency, 

Amongff  thofe  who  are  converfant  in  the  hifto- 
ry  of  difeafes,  it  hath  been  matter  of  fpeculation  to 
account  for  the  reafons  why  an  epidemical  confti¬ 
tution  of  air  is  lefs  frequent  than  formerly  in  Eng¬ 
land,  The  plague  for  inftance,  to  the  dreadful 
ravages  of  which  this  nation  was  often  fubjedt, 
hath  not  vifitedus  fince  the  years  1665  and  1666, 
no  twith  (landing  it  has  raged  in  fome  parts  of 
Europe  within  this  century,  and  as  near  to  us  as 
France  in  1720  •,  and  altho*  on  account  of  that 
promifcuous  commerce  carried  on  from  hence  in 
every  part  of  the  globe  (in  a  manner  extenfive  be¬ 
yond  any  example  that  the  annals  of  the  world 

E  z  can 
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can  produce)  we  might  reaidnably  be  alarmed  with 
the  apprehenfions  of  having  the  plague  introduced 
by  various  means  from  fome  inferred  place  :  yet 
this  calamity  hath  not  lately  happened,  and  may 
not  perhaps  ever  appear  in  England  again. 

But  to  what  caufes  then  do  we  owe  our  fecu- 
rity  ?  are  we  preferved  by  the  natural  happy  tem¬ 
perament  of  the  atmofphere  in  which  we  breathe  ? 
by  the  frequent  changes  and  variations  of  it  to 
which  this  climate  is  fubjeCl  ?  or  by  the  healthful 
Hate  of  our  own  bodies,  and  fome  circumltances 
in  our  manner  of  living  ?— — Some  have  fup- 
pofed  that  luxury,  by  introducing  greater  freedom 
and  excefs  in  the  ufe  of  rich  foods  and  fermented 
liquors,  hath  been  indrumentai  in.  defending  us 
againft  thofe  infectious  particles  in  the  air,  which 
amongft  the  poorer  clafs  of  people  fed  upon  low 
diet  frequently  produce  putrid  difeafes.  blow  far 
this  may  be  faCt  I  cannot  determine.  If  the  whole 
region  pf  the  furrounding  atmofphere  fhould  be 
contaminated  with  peftilential  vapours  or mia/mata^ 
it  may  be  prefumed  that  the  rich  as  well  as  the 
poor  muft  be  liable  to  infection,  yet  perhaps  not 
in  fo  great  a  degree,  becaufe  that  firmnefs  and  te¬ 
nacity  in  the  blood,  which  is  derived  from  the  ufe 
of  generous  diet,  would  better  enable  bodies  fo 
nourifhed  to  refill  the  difeafe.  But  whatever  rea- 
fons  may  be  given  for  the  abfence  of  the  plague, 
this  obfervation  may  be  made,  that  the  laborious 
part  of  our  people  owe  the  means  of  defence 
againft  many  difeafes  to  their  exercife  and  employT 
ment ;  in  large  manufacturing  towns  for  inftance, 

where 
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where  the  inhabitants  are  engaged  in  conftant  thoa 
not  violent  labour,  we  find  fewer  difeafes  in  general 
than  might  be  fuppofed  from  the  number  of  peo¬ 
ple.  But  in  countries  where  the  people  are  indo¬ 
lent  and  poor,  the  noxious  qualities  which  happen 
to  be  in  the  air,  more  furely  bring  on  epidemical 
diforders  :  and  perhaps  this  may  be  one  reafon 
why  the  plague  rages  fo  much  in  the  'Turkijh  do¬ 
minions,  where  the  fubiefh  are  kept  in  the  moll 
abjebt  flavery,  and  having  no  property  fecure  to 
them,  become  indifferent  and  averfe  to  labour  and 
employment. 

The  induftry  of  our  hufbandmen  and  mecha¬ 
nics,  not  only  keeps  their  bodies  in  proper  exer- 
cife,  but  likewife  enables  them  to  live  better  in  re- 
fpe6t  of  food  than  the  common  people  in  other 
nations  do,  or  than  they  formerly  did  in  this  ;  a 
circumftance  which  probably  adds  to  their  defence 
againft  the  effects  of  a  bad  difpofition  in  the  air. 
Nor  mull  we  omit  obferving,  that  the  employ¬ 
ment  of  their  minds  contributes  alfo  to  the  prefer- 
vation  of  their  health,  as  rendering  them  lefs  fuf- 
tible  of  thofe  impreffions  upon  the  imagination, 
which  fometimes  produce  an  hypochondraical  ha¬ 
bit,  and  expofe  the  body  to  putrid  and  malignant 
difeafes.  From  thele  as  well  as  other  caufes  we 
may  in  part  account  for  that  general  good  date  of 
health  of  late  years  prevalent  in  England ,  for  tho* 
the  air  perhaps,  at  times,  has  been  in  fome  mea- 

fure  infe&ed,  yet  our  bodies  have  been  better  able 
to  refifl  its  influence* 

But  notwithstanding  that  happy  exemption  from 

epidemical 
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epidemical  difeafes  (at  lead:  mortal  ones)  which 
we  have  long  enjoyed  ;  there  have  been  at  .diffe¬ 
rent  times  appearances  of  a  peftilential  quality  in 
the  atmofphere,  affe&ing  the  brute  creation*  tho* 
the  human  fpecies  hath  efcaped..  Inftances  of  this 
are  too  recent  in  our  memory  to  render  any  ac¬ 
count  of  them  here  neeeflary,  Apprehenfions  are 
generally  formed  of  epidemical  diforders  amongil: 
cattle  proving  forerunners  of  the  fame  amongil: 
mankind  :  Dr.  Huxham  relates  fome  examples  of 
this,  nature  happening  in  1728  and  1733,  and  at 
the  fame  time  gives  reafons  why  cattle  are  firff 
infefted.*  But  thefe  apprehenfions  are  moftly 
groundiefs,  though  the  nature  and  properties  of 
that  peculiar  conffitution  of  air,  which  hath  a  fepa- 
rate  influence,  fometimes  over  men,  and  fome- 
times  over  beafts,  cannot  eafily  be  accounted  for. 

Although  by  following  the  example  of  fo  great 
a  man  as  Sydenham ,  we  fhould  attain  fufficient  ac¬ 
curacy  in  qur  obiervations  on  the  ftate  of  the  air 

*  (( In  obddione  Trcjana,  primo  canes,  mox  mulr,  poll  ho- 

mines  pede  correpti  fuerunt.  Haud  femel  obfervavi  mor- 
*4  hum  inter  pecora  erupiffe  primo,  dein  eum  ipfum  paulo 
te  pod  tempore  in  homines  epidemice  faeviiffe  ;  quod  &  anna 
V  1728  &  1733  fuit  manifedifiimum  :  in  quibus  nempe 
44  ttiffis  graviffima  omnes  pene  equos  corripuit  uno  alterove 
44  menfe  citius  quam  homines. 

44  Quum  nimirum  hoc  animantium  genus  maxime  fub  dio 
cc  verfetur,  morbofo  aeris  diathefi  fit  valde  obnoxium.  necede 
*(  ed,  non  tantum  aerem  inquinatum  infpirando,  eumque 
44  per  cutis  poros  imbibendo  fordtan  ;  fed  dum  aquas  hau* 
fc  riunt  &  carpunt  gramen,  condenfatam  quad  fub  fpecie  ro- 
44  ris  atmofphaeram  morbidis  partictilis  contaminatam,  ex- 
re,  ugunt.’3  Huxham*  Obfervs  de  Acre  Mart/,,  Epid,  /.  3. 

and 
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and  -epidemical  difeafes,  even  to  diftinguifh  the 
genius  and  idiopathic  character  of  them  *,  yet  we 
fhould  likewife  find  their  effects  varying  in  diffe¬ 
rent  habits,  fo  that  the  fame  general  difeafe,  does 
not  in  every  body  produce  the  fame  fymptoms : 
hence  arifes  the  neceffity,  notwithflanding  our 
univerfal  knowledge,  of  attending  minutely  to  par- 
ticular  circumftances  in  .each  conftitution,  from 
which  the  curative  indications  muft  be  taken,  and 
accordingly  different  means  muft  be  ufed,  and 
different  medicines  adminiflered.  The  general 
properties  of  the  air,  no  man,  though  he  under- 
Hands  them,  can  anywife  alter,  therefore  his  at¬ 
tention  muft  be  employed,  and  his  (kill  exerted  in 
obferving  and  obviating  the  various  effedts  which 
thofe  properties  may  produce  amongft  individu¬ 
als  :  in  each  of  whom  he  muft  examine  how  the 
difeafe  operates  in  his  conftitution,  by  the  fame 
rules  and  methods  as  common  practice  enjoins? 
independant  of  any  confiderations  relative  to  the 
influence  of  the  atmofphere.  We  may  be  affifted 
it  is  true,  in  ourpradtice,  by  knowing  the  ftate  of 
the  air,  but  not  abfolutely  diredled  ;  nor  muft  the 
application  of  remedies  be  indifcriminate  under  a 
notion  of  their  fpecific  virtues  in  epidemic  diftem- 
pers.  It  is  the  neceffity  of  attending  to  thefe  par¬ 
ticular  circnmftances  in  all  difeafes,  that  employs 
fuch  numbers  of  pradtitioners  in  the  profeffion  of 
phyfic. 

Again,  in  refpedt  to  the  ftate  of  the  weather, 
it  is  recommended  to  keep  a  meteorological  jour¬ 
nal,  and  Dr.  Huxham  hath  beftowed  many  pages 

upon 
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upon  fuch  a  regifter :  but  it  may  be  afked  cut  hono  ? 

I  kept  an  account  of  this  kind  in  1 767,  but  after 
comparing  it  very  attentively  with  the  effeCts  in 
difeafes  that  then  happened,  I  could  not  difcover 
the  leaft  ufe  in  it,  and  therefore  it  was  difcontt- 
nued.  The  mind  foon  tires  in  purfuing  any  ob¬ 
ject  from  which  no  ufeful  and  practical  inference  can 
be  drawn;  and  befides  we  find,  that  our  patients  will 
call  for  our  affiftance  at  irregular  times,  and  upon 
occafions  that  cannot  have  any  relation  at  all  to 
the  exaCt  point  of  the  compafs  from  which  the 
wind  blows,  or  to  the  quantity  of  rain  that  hap¬ 
pens  to  fall  in  a  day  :  every  man,  in  fhort,  carries 
the  feeds  of  fotne  difeafes  within  him,  which  burfl 
forth  unexpectedly  from  a  thoufand  accidental 
circumftances  in  his  conllitution,  independant  of 
the  weather. 

I  lhall  now  proceed  to  fay  fomething  of  the 
Hate  of  the  air  and  difeafes  in  1767,  which  fub- 
jeCt  will  be  difcuffed  in  few  words,  becaufe  I  can 
only  pretend  to  relate  what  occurred  in  the  circle 
of  my  own  practice.  The  date  of  air  produced  no 
effeCts  worth  mentioning,  and  indeed  fince  the  late 
Influenza ,  we  have  had  no  remarkable  epidemic 
conftitution.*  In  refpeCt  to  difeafes,  1  obferved 
towards  the  latter  part  of  the  year,  that  putrid 
fevers,  attended  with  an  ulcerated  fore  throat  and 
petechiae,  were  very  frequent  *,  thefe  difeafes  pre- 

*  In  November  and  December  there  was  a  general  diflemper 
amongil  Horfes,  attended  with  a  cough,  and  a  difcharge 
from  the  Note,  and  great  weaknefs,  which  killed  conlidera- 
hie  numbers. 
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vailed  in  September  and  OElober ,  and  chiefly 
amongft  young  people  and  children  :  In  Tome  the 
progrefs  was  extremely  rapid  ;  they  to  whom  it 
proved  fatal,  were  feized  with  violent  ficknefs, 
an  intenfe  and  continual  pain  in  the  back,  faintings 
and  delirium,  and  died  on  the  third  or  fourth  day, 
fo  that  little  time  was  allowed  for  the  application 
of  remedies.  The  bodies  of  two  or  three  of  thefe 
people  became  immediately  putrid,  infomuch  that 
a  very  fpeedy  interment  was  neceflary  to  prevent 
any  ill  confequences  from  infection  :  before  death 
a  large  and  livid  fwelling  of  the  eyelids  appeared, 
which  quickly  turned  black,  and  the  fkin  and  cel¬ 
lular  membrane,  in  various  parts  of  the  body,  were 
fo  corrupted,  as  frequently  to  ftrip  off.  This  was 
the  difeafe  in  its  moft  extreme  and  putrid  degree, 
little  fhort  of  the  plague. 

In  refpedt  to  the  treatment  of  this  fever,  and 
ulcerated  fore  throat,  the  method  recommended  by 
thole  excellent  phyficians  Fcthergill ,  Huxham ,  and 
Wall)  was  chiefly  obferved.  I  found  the  giving 
of  Ipecac .  or  Tart.  Emet.  in  fmall  dofes,  often  re¬ 
peated,  very  ferviceable  efpecially  in  cafes  at¬ 
tended  with  ficknels  and  loofenefs  *,  and  indeed  this 
mode  of  practice  may  be  iuccefsfully  ufed  in  all 
fevers  wherein  either  bilious  acrimony,  or  putrid 
colluvies  opprefs  the  flomach  :  for  nature  herfelf, 
in  thofe  circumflances,  points  out  the  neceffity  of 
irritation,  that  the  offen five  matter  may  be  more 
fpeedily  difcharged. - Vitriolic  acids  were  plen¬ 

tifully  adminiftered,  and  had  a  good  cffedt  in  cor¬ 
recting  that  putrid  humour  in  the  firft  paffages, 

F  which 
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which  often  occafioned  a  diarrhea  :  particular  care 
was  taken  to  have  a  ftream  of  freih  air  confbantly 
circulating  in  the  rooms  of  the  fick,  and  where  in- 
tenfe  thirft,  and  a  very  dry  tongue  required  dilu¬ 
tion,  I  allowed  ‘ To  aft -water  cold  ;  at  the  fame  time 
generous  wine  and  cordials  were  prefcribed.  In 
feme,  blifters  applied  early,  ferved  to  abate  the 
delirium,  pediluvia  were  ufeful,  and  moderate  dofes 
of  anodyne  medicines  often  neceffary.  When  the 
proper  time  for  giving  the  Cort .  Peruv .  appeared, 
I  ufed  glyfters  to  thofe  children  who  would  not  be 
prevailed  upon  to  take  fufficient  quantities  by  the 
mouth.  In  almoft  all  the  cafes  which  occurred, 
there  was  a  defquamation  of  the  Ikin,  and  the 
Schneiderian  membrane,  through  its  whole  extent, 
was  affefted  :  the  refpiration  in  many  was  labori¬ 
ous,  and  then  blifters  were  always  ordered.  It  is 
needlefs  to  particularife  any  cafe,  after  giving  this 
general  defeription,  and  as  to  the  formula  of  medi¬ 
cines,  they  are  eaftly  adapted  to  the  feveral  circum- 
ftances  that  may  arife  :  however,  I  found  the  two 
followingvery  ufeful  in  their  refpedtive  intentions, 
on  account  of  their  pleafant  tafte,  moft  of  the 
children  who  refufed  other  medicines  taking  thefe 
very  readily  : 

R  Aq.  rofar.  damafe.  ^vii. 

Syr.  balfam.  §i. 

Sp.  vitriol,  fort.  gt.  x.  m, 


RExtr.  cort.  peruv.  , 

Conf.  cynofb.  aa  fill  ' 

Syr.  moror.  q.  f,  ni.  exacftifiime  ut  fiat  eleft. 
molle. 

I  com 
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I  conclude  this  article  with  obferving,  that  in 
the  month  of  December ,  the  meafles  appeared  fre¬ 
quent,  and  though  during  the  extreme  cold  wea¬ 
ther  their  progrefs  feemed  rather  checked,  yet  af¬ 
ter  the  diffolution  of  the  froft  they  returned  again, 
but  were  unattended  with  any  remarkable  cir- 
cumftances. 


Commentaries  on  New  Medical 

Books. 

THE  author  of  the  Medical  Mifcellany,  on  dais 
his  firft  entrance  into  the  regions  of  criticilm, 
feels  himfelf  much  embarafled  by  feveral  reflec¬ 
tions  which  arife  in  his  mind,  enfeebling  his  pow¬ 
ers,  and  almoft  deterring  him  from  the  profecu- 
tion  of  his  attempt.  He  is  fenfible  that  the  talk  of 
a  commentator  is  not  only  arduous  and  difficult, 
but  invidious  alfo,  infomuch  that  nothing  could 
have  induced  him  to  undertake  it,  except  the  ne- 
ceflity  which  he  lies  under  of  giving  an  account  of 
the  prefent  Hate  of  medical  literature,  in  order  to 
complete  the  plan  of  this  work. 

Whoever  attempts  to  give  a  fair  reprefentation 
of  any  literary  performance,  ought  to  be  pofleflfed 
of  lome  fhare  of  the  fpirit,  learning,  and  ability  of 
the  author  of  it :  now  this  does  not  commonly 
fall  to  the  lot  of  a  critic,  for  which  reafon  his  opi¬ 
nion  mull  frequently  be  erroneous,  and  his  abftradt 
infufficient  to  convey  a  true  idea  of  the  fentiments, 

F  4  or 
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or  to  do  juftice  to  the  merit  of  a  writer.  In  pro¬ 
portion  as  genius,  learning,  ftudy,  time  and  other 
requifites  for  good  writing  have  been  bellowed  up¬ 
on  a  work,  fo  of  courfe  it  will  be  more  difficult 
to  exhibit  a  proper  review  of  it  :  Moreover,  it 
may  be  obferved,  that  although  the  circumftance 
of  being  anonymous,  is  in  many  refpeCts  excufa- 
ble  in  an  author,  yet  if  he  fhould  prefume  to  take 
upon  him  the  part  of  a  critic,  and  to  condemn  the 
works  of  any  man  whofe  name  is  fairly  expofed  to 
the  public,  whilft  he  conceals  his  own,  he  would 
be  defervedly  reproached  for  taking  an  unjuft  ad¬ 
vantage  :  and  the  fenfible  part  of  mankind  will 
always  fufpeCt  and  call  in  queftion  the  teftimony  of 
thofe,  who  meanly  flickered  by  their  obfcurity,  dare 
not  reveal  their  own  names,  though  they  frequent¬ 
ly  take  great  liberties  in  cenfuring  and  ridiculing 
others.  Again,  when  the  production  of  a  man 
eminent  for  his  capacity,  fkill,  and  experience,  is 
to  be  commented  upon,  it  behoves  us  to  touch 
the  pen  with  a  cautious— with  a  trembling  hand  ; 
for  the  ideas  of  companion  between  the  author 
and  the  critic,  and  their  refpedtive  talents,  will 
naturally  arife,  and  make  an  impreflion  upon  the 
readers  to  the  difadvantage  of  the  latter.  For 
thefe  and  various  other  reafons  the  author  of  this 
Mifcellany,  to  avoid  giving  pain  or  offence,  pro- 
pofes  only  to  felect  fuch  paiTages  from  any  work 
which  he  reviews,  as  may  have  a  ufeful  tendency, 
choofing  to  exprefs  his  difapprobation  by  filence, 
rather  than  cenfure.  If  he  fiiould  happen  to  ex- 
ercife  feverity  upon  any  occafion,  it  will  be  when 

an 
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an  author  betrays  an  illiberality  of  fentiment,  in¬ 
compatible  with  the  true  fpirit  of  literature,  and 
which  in  the  opinion  of  all  impartial  and  difpaf- 
fionate  men,  will  appear  juftiy  defervingof  rebuke. 

An  EJfay  concerning  the  Caufe  of  the  Endemial  Colic 
of  Devonfhire,  by  George  Baker,  Fellow  of  the 
College  of  Phyficians  and  of  the  Royal  Society,  and 
Vhyfician  to  her  Majefty  s  Houjhold . 

tN  this  elTay  Dr.  Baker ,  (who  by  his  eminent  me- 
rit  hath  obtained  a  place  amongft  the  firft  of  his 
profeffion)  undertakes  to  explain  the  origin  and 
caufe  of  the  Endemial  Colic  of  Devonfhire.  Af¬ 
ter  fome  general  remarks  expofing  the  inutility  of 
invefti  rating  remote  and  obfeure  caufes,  and  the 
negleft  of  thofe  which  are  obvious  and  evident, 
he  obferves,  that  the  prefent  age  hath  learned  to 
attend  more  to  nature,  and  to  pay  due  regard  to 
thofe  caufes  which  lead  us  directly  either  to  the 
cure  of  difeafes,  or  to  the  prevention  of  them. 
The  earlieft  account  (fays  he)  of  the  Devonfhire 
Colic,  which  I  have  met  with,  is  in  Dr.  William 
Mufgrave's  Dijfertatio  de  Arthritide  Symptomatica , 
publifhed  in  the  year  1703.  In  the  fifth  feftion 
of  the  tenth  chapter  de  Arthritide  ex  Colic  a,  is  this 
paffage  :  —  *  “  Another  fpecies  of  colic,  particu- 

“  lariy  in  Devonfhire,  is  occafioned  by  too  much  ufe 

* 

“  of  rough  and  acid  cyder :  which  is  evident  by 
its  affecting  thofe  only  who  drink  it,  and  in  pro- 
<c  portion  to  the  quantity  they  confume  ;  fo  that  in 
thofe  feafons  which  abound  with  apples,  this 

*  This  is  tranflated  from  the  Latin. 

cc  difeafe 
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44  difeafe  becomes  more  general ;  but  on  the  con- 
6C  trary,  when  there  is  a  fcarcity  of  fruit  it  doth  not 
44  fo  often  occur.”  Dr  .Baker  exp  redes  his  furprize 
that  the  author  juft  now  quoted,  diould  omit  tak¬ 
ing  notice  of  the  peculiar  and  pathognomic  fymp- 
toms  terminating  in  palfy  or  epilepfy,  which  diftin- 
gui  h  the  Devonfkire  Colic,  efpecially  as  he  appears 
from  another  paffage  in  his  treatife  (hid:.  4,  chap. 
10,)  to  be  well  acquainted  with  them  ;  but  this 
omiffion  is  accounted  for,  by  fuppofmg,  that  the 
produce  of  apples  was  but  fmall  in  his  time,  con- 
fequently  the  difeafe  not  fo  frequent  ,  nor  had  he 
the  opportunity  of  feeing  fo  many  cafes,  as  there 
was  not  a  county  hofpital  then  exifting.  Dr.  Hux- 
ham  is  next  quoted  in  his  Opufculum  deMorbo  Colic 0 
Damnwrumy  published  in  the  year  1739  \  from 
whofe  defcription  of  the  difeafe  Dr.  Baker  readily 
determines  it  to  be  limilar  to  that  mentioned  by 
Francis  Citois,  phyiician  to  the  king  of  France , 
and  to  cardinal  Richlicu  'm  1617;  but  he  di dents 
from  Dr,  Huxham* s  opinion,  who  thinks  it  arifes 
from  a  limilar  caufe,  namely  the  two  great  ufe  of 
acids. 

44  Dr.  Huxbam  refers  the  caufe  of  the  Derson- 
44  Jhire  Colic,  principally  to  a  very  grofs,  eiTen- 
44  tial,  acid  fait,  or  tartar,  with  which  the  ex- 
44  preded  juice  of  apples,  whilft  unfermented? 
46  abounds.  By  long  and  frequent  drinking  a 
64  liquor  of  this  kind,  fuch  a  quantity  of  crude 
44  grofs  tartar  is  thrown 'into  the  blood,  that  it 
44  thence  becomes  very  acrid  *,  and  not  only  the 
54  blood,  but  from  tJiat  impure  fource,  all  the 

44  humours 
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humours  thence  iecreted  :  fo  that  inflead  of  a 
<c  very  foft  lubricating  mucus,  feparated  by  the 
“  glands  difcovered  by  Dr.  Havers ,  we  have  as  it 
cc  were  a  fharp  coagulated  matter,  whence  arifes  a 
“  great  pain  in  the  joints,  and  impotence  of  their 
“  motion.  Inflead  of  an  exceeding  foft  lymph 
“  to  moiflen  the  nerves,  a  corrofive  ichor  ;  and 
“  hence  epileptical  attacks.  Moreover,  the  blood 
“  being  faturate  with  fuch  a  great  quantity  of 
4C  falts,  they  attradl  one  the  other  flrongly,  and 
form  greater  molecuke  than  can  pafs  through 
“  the  lymphatic  arteries,  fcarce  indeed  through 
u  the  fanguineous  capillaries  ;  hence  various  ob- 
flrudlions,  and  great  irritation  on  the  nervous 
“  extremities.  At  length,  even  the  bile,  that  va- 
“  rioufly  ufeful  balfam  of  the  body,  becomes  cor- 
“  rupted,  and  quite  enervated  by  the  fuperabun- 
“  dant  apple  acid,  though  in  its  natural  flate  it 
“  was  defigned  to  correft  acidity.”  This  is  the 
fubflance  of  Dr.  Rtixham’s  doblrine.  But  Dr. 
Baker  doubts  the  folidity  of  it,  and  obferves,  that 
there  is  not  the  lead  analogy  between  the  juice  of 
apples  and  the  poifon  of  lead,  and  that  this  Colic 
of  Devonjhire  is  precifely  the  fame  difeafe,  which 
is  the  fpecific  effedt  of  all  faturnine  preparations. 
Here  then  we  firft  perceive  the  defign  of  Dr. 
Baker's  pamphlet,  and  the  theory  which  he  means 
to  fupport  ;  and  certain  it  is,  that  whether  he  is 
or  is  not  miftaken  in  his  opinions,  he  hath  bellow¬ 
ed  much  pains  and  learning  in  the  invefligation  of 
his  fubjedl,  proving  himfelf  equal  to  that  charadler 
which  he  hath  acquired,  of  being  one  of  our  bed 

medical 
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medical  writers.  After  quoting  one  anonymous 
author,  (fuppofed  to  be  M.  Bouvart)  who  feerns, 
though  imperfectly,  to  have  entertained  the  fame 
fufpicion  with  Dr.  Baker ,  in  refpeft  to  the  adulte¬ 
ration  of  wine  and  cyder  by  litharge,  our  author 
proceeds  to  controvert  Dr.  Huxham' s  opinion  re¬ 
lative  to  the  pernicious  effects  of  acids,  by  obferv- 
Ing,  that  no  fuch  effects  are  known  amongft  the 
eaftern  people,  who  drink  large  quantities  of  acid 
Iherbet  nor  amongft  jockeys,  who  drink  vinegar 
to  reduce  their  weight  *,  nor  amongft  the  poorer 
inhabitants  of  Worcefter^  Gloucefter ,  and  Hereford , 
who  ufe  a  weak  acid  cyder  as  their  common  drink, 
nor  is  it  fhewn  that  Rhenifh  and  Mofelle  wine  have 
produced  the  colic  of  Poitou ,  in  an  unadulterated 
ftate.  As  to  the  eftential  falts  oP  a  vinous  li¬ 
quor,  it  is  not  reafonable  to  fuppofe,  that  they 
can  raife  fuch  tumults  in  the  bowels,  when  it  is 
vulgarly  known,  that  this  very  effential  fait,  the 
cremor  tartari  is  an  effectual  remedy  for  this  fame 
difeafe  amongft  the  miners  of  Derby  fair  e .  Dr. 

Hillary  like  wife  greatly  depended  upon  it  for  the 
cure  of  the  dry  belly-ach  in  the  IV eft  Indies.  Zeller 
fays,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
D ubingia ,  had  long  drank  wines  as  acid  as  vinegar, 
without  any  injury,  till  the  revival  of  the  adulte¬ 
ration  with  litharge.  Add  to  thefe  obfervations, 
that  phyficians  who  have  refided  fome  time  in  the 
hotter  countries  teftify,  that  there  are  no  better  re¬ 
medies  againft  fpaftns,  dyfenteries,  and  the  other 
endemial  difeafes,  than  the'  acid  vegetables  pro¬ 
duced  in  thofe  climates  :  fufficient  reafons  there¬ 
fore 
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fore  appear  for  fufpe&ing  that  this  colic  in  Devon¬ 
shire  does  not  proceed  from  pure  cyder,  but  from 
lome  fraudulent  or  accidental  adulteration  of  it. 

Previous  to  the  manner  of  explaining  this  adul¬ 
teration,  Dr.  Baker  takes  notice  of  the  univerfality 
of  this  difeafe  in Devonjhire^  and  adds,  that  it  infefts 
more  particularly  thofe  parts  of  the  county  where 
the  greateft  quantity  of  cyder  is  confumed :  Lie 
then  quotes  the  reprefentation  drawn  by  Citois  of 
the  wretched  victims  of  this  difeafe  (fimilar  to 
which  are  the  appearances  in  gilders  and  painters, 
working  with  mercury  and  lead)  this  defcription 
is  fufficiently  characteriftic,  “  They  appear  in  the 
“  villages  as  if  mafked,  or  like  moving  ftatues, 
cc  pale,  fqualid,  and  lean,  with  their  heads  incur- 
“  vated  and  hanging  down,  incapable  of  raifing 
“  them  up  without  art  or  afiiftance  :  their  feet 
“  ufelefs  as  if  not  belonging  to  them  ;  the  muf- 
u  cles  of  their  legs  performing  an  aukward  gait, 
“  fuch  as  would  excite  ridicule,  if  not  reftrained 
“  by  pity  ;  and  their  voice  hoarfe,  yet  founding.” 
As  an  evidence  of  the  frequency  of  this  difeafe,  a 
lift  is  given  of  patients  admitted  into  the  Exeter 
hofpital,  for  this  infirmity,  whofe  number  upon  an 
average,  amounts  to  70  per  annum.  In  the  T  Bath 
hofpital  in  one  year,  80  patients  labouring  under 
this  difeafe  were  admitted,  chiefly  from  Devonjhire . 

An  extract  from  lome  letters  of  the  very  ingeni¬ 
ous  Dr.  Wall  is  next  introduced,  in  which  that 

f  The  ufe  of  thefe  waters,  both  internally  and  externally, 
is  recommended  as  a  fpecific  in  this  difeafe. — I  may  add, 
that  in  all  paralytic  diforders,  occafioned  by  working  with, 
mercury  or  lead,  the  Bath  water  does  great  fervice. 

G  gentleman 
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gentleman  obferves,  that  the  counties  of  Hereford , 
Gloucefter ,  and  JVorcefter ,  are  in  general  free  from 
the  colic  of  Poitou ,  or  any  other  endemial  difeafe  : 
that  there  is  no  lead  ufed  in  any  part  of  the  appa¬ 
ratus  for  grinding  or  pre-fling  the  apples :  he  ex¬ 
cepts  one  inltance,  wherein  a  farmer  filled  a  leaden 
ciftern  with  new  cyder,  (till  hogiheads  could  be 
obtained)  the  confequence  of  which  was,  that  all 
who  drank  it  were  affected  as  the  lead-workers 
ufually  are. 

In  order  therefore  to  come  to  the  point,  and  to 
demonftrate  the  caufe  of  the  Devonjhire  Colic,  Dr. 
Baker  takes  notice,  that  the  cyder-makers  of  that 
county  ufe  lead  in  cramping  their  citterns,  and  fil¬ 
ling  up  the  interfaces  between  the  ftones  ;  that  it 
is  a  common  practice  to  line  their  cyder-preffes 
with  lead,  or  to  make  a  border  of  lead  round 
them,  and  in  feme  places  to  nail  fheet  lead  over 
any  cracks  or  joints  in  the  prefles  ;  to  convey  the 
juice  of  t,he  apples  in  leaden  pipes  *  and  that  fome 
farmers,  in  managing  their  weak  cyder,  made 
early  in  the  year  from  unripe  fruit,  put  leaden 
weights  into  the  calks  to  prevent  the  liquor  grow¬ 
ing  four  : — By  fome,  or  any  of  thefe  means,  it  un¬ 
avoidably  happens,  that  the  apple  juice  mull  come 
in  contad  with  this  poifonous  mineral ;  and  to  af¬ 
ter  tain  more  clearly  the  mode  of  union  which  takes 
place  between  wine  or  cyder  and  lead,  the  dodor 
proceeds  to  thefe  obfervations  :  “  The  expreifed 

juice  of  the  grape  or'of  the  apple,  has  a  conli- 
cc  derable  quantity  of  acid  united  with  the  faccha- 
6t  rine  matter.  This  juice  wheh  fubjeded  to  fer- 

“  mentation. 
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tc  mentation,  has  its  acid,  during  the  progrefs  of 
<c  that  fermentation,  gradually  aflimilated,  and 
<c  converted  into  an  alcohol  or  inflammable  fpirit. 
<c  But  if  the  original  juice  or  mud  be  crude  and 
ct  acid,  without  having  much  faccharine  matter 
tc  in  it,  the  native  acid  is  with  difficulty  aflimilat- 
<c  ed  :  or  when  it  arrives  at  the  proper  period  of 
“  affimilation,  it  does  not  remain  there  ftationary^ 
but  h aliens  on  to  the  acetous  fermentation. 
cc  When  lead  is  added  to  fuch  wines,  their  acidity 
Cc  is  covered,  a  fweetnefs  is  communicated  to  them, 
“  and  their  acetous  fermentation  is  checked.  The 
<c  richer  wines  are  lefs  liable  to  adulterations  of 
this  kind,  than  the  poorer  wines  of  northern 
“  climates  (fuch  as  Rhenifh  and  Mofelle )  and  our 
“  Englijh  cyder.  It  is  here  to  be  obferved,  that 
“  the  vegetable  acid,  either  in  its  native  Late  of 
“  mull,  or  its  fermented  Hate  of  vinegar,  or  its 
“  intermediate  Hate  of  cyder,  very  readily  re- 
“  ceives  an  impregnation  from  lead,  whether  it 
“  be  applied  in  its  metalic  or  calcined  Hate.  We 
“  are  therefore  to  confider  lead,  when  united  with 
“  wines,  as  in  the  condition  of  Saccharum  Sa- 
<<  tumiR 

Dr.  Baker  then  gives  an  account  of  feveral  ex¬ 
periments  made  upon  the  Devonjhire  cyder,  to 
prove  the  prefence  of  lead  in  that  liquor,  and  af¬ 
terwards  makes  fome  obfervations  on  the  perni¬ 
cious  effefls  of  faturnine  medicines,  notwithftand- 
•  ing  they  have  been  fo  much  ufed  and  applauded  by 
fome  pradtitioners.  But  the  limits  of  this  paper 
will  not  allow  us  to  follow  our  ingenious  author 

G  z  through 
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through  all  his  arguments  and  quotations  *,  and 
thererefore  we  fhall  conclude  this  article  with  the 
following  remarks  : 

Notwithflanding  the  proofs  produced  by  the 
experiments  here  related,  of  lead  being  a&ually 
found  in  the  Bevonjhire  cyder,  yet  the  quantity  of 
that  mineral,  from  the  doctor’s  own  account,  ap¬ 
pears  to  fome  altogether  infignificant,  and  inca¬ 
pable  of  exciting  any  fuch  violent  fymptoms  as 
are  the  diagnoftic  figns  of  the  Bevonjhire  Colic. 
But  this  objection,  formidable  as  it  feems  to  be, 
againft  our  author’s  theory,  may  in  fome  meafure 
be  obviated  by  thoroughly  confidering  the  perni¬ 
cious  properties  in  general  of  poifonous  minerals  \ 
the  immediate  effects  of  which,  however  prevent-r 
ed,  and  their  operation  retarded  by  much  dilution, 
yet  we  may  prefume,  tliat  by  conftant  ufe  they 
mud  greatly  injure  the  human  body,  particularly 
thofe  tender  and  irritable  parts,  the  internal  fur- 
faces  ofathe  inteftines,  from  whence  fo  many  fatal 
diforders  arife.  Again,  it  is  to  be  obferved  in 
praife  of  Dr.  Baker ,  that  the  theory  which  he  ad¬ 
vances  not  only  points  out  the  caufe  of  a  difeafe, 
but  hkewife  a  remedy  for  it :  for  if  the  ufe  of  lead 
is  fo  pernicious,  is  it  not  eafy  to  make  cyder  with¬ 
out  any  of  this  mineral  in  the  apparatus  ?  an  expe¬ 
dient  which  it  behoves  the  cyder-makers  to  put  in 
practice.  But  on  the  other  hand,  if  the  caufe  of 
the  Bevonjhire  Colic  confifts  in  the  elTential  pro¬ 
perties  of  the  cyder,  the  common  liquor  of  the  in¬ 
habitants,  as  Dr.  Huxham  and  others  feem  to  think, 
how  is  this  baneful  property  to  be  corrected  ? 

What 
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What  fubftitute  can  be  found  to  fupply  the  wants 
of  the  people,  if  cyder  cannot  fafely  be  ufed  ? 
They  are  therefore  only  informed  of  a  mifchief 
which  they  cannot  prevent,  and  ftill  muft  remain 
the  defcnceleis  victims  of  a  difeafe  infeparable  from 
the  ufe  of  the  product  of  their  own  country,  in 
one  of  the  moft  neceffary  articles  of  life. 

Some  Obfervations  on  Dr.  Baker’ s  Effay  on  the  En - 
demial  Colic  of  Devonfhire.  By  Francis  Geach, 
Surgeon ,  ^/Plymouth,  an&F.R. S.  Pr.  is.  Printed 
for  R.  Baldwin,  London. 

MR'.  Geach  in  thefe  obfervations  appears  a  ftrong 
advocate  for  Dr.  Huxham* s  opinion,  concern¬ 
ing  the  caufe  of  the  Devonfhire  Colic,  in  oppo- 
fition  to  Dr.  Baker's  theory  ;  thinking  it  more 
probable  that  this  difeafe  fhould  be  owing  to  a 
predominant  acid  in  the  cyder,  than  to  the  effects 
of  lead.  He  imagines,  that  from  the  drinking 
large  quantities  of  acid  liquors,  before  they  have 
acquired  a  proper  finenefs  and  ftrength  by  age, 
much  elaftic  air  is  produced,  caufing  fpafms  and 
colics  •,  and  that,  as  air  is  an  elementary  or  con-- 
ftituent  part  in  all  bodies,  it  is  probable  that  thofe 
extreme  pains  felt  in  the  extremities,  are  tnoftly 
flatulent,  fince  by  rubbing  the  afft&ed  parts  the 
wind  is  often  removed  or  expelled. 

There  are  feveral  remarks  in  this  production 
worth  attending  to  by  thofe  who  are  interefled  in 
the  difcovery  of  the  caufe  of  the  Devonfhire  Colic. 
I  n  refpedt  to  the  ufe  of  lead  in  the  preffes,  the 
faft  is  contradifted  by’Mr.  Worth ,  a  confiderable 
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cyder-maker,  and  by  others ;  and  at  the  fame  time 
it  is  proved,  that  the  difeafe  was  predominant 
amongft  thofe  who  drank  the  cyder  where  no  lead 
was  ufed  in  the  apparatus.  How  to  reconcile 
thefe  jarring  teftimonies  we  know  not. 

Mr.  Geach  combats  Dr,  Baker’s  argument  drawn 
from  the  example  of  jockeys  drinking  vinegar 
without  injury,  by  obferving,  that  the  violent  ex- 
ercife  which  they  ufe,  in  all  probability  prevents 
the  evils  to  be  expected  from  it.  Our  author  then 
paflfes  by  a  quick  tranfttion  from  jockeys  to  girls* 
and  fays,  “  That  certain  it  is*  many  of  the  latter 
have  deftroyed  their  health,  loft  the  ufe  of  their 
cc  limbs,  and  oftentimes  their  lives,  by  the  fre¬ 
quent  ufe  of  vinegar,  in  order  to  make  them- 
felves  lean  :  and  this  may  ferve  to  anfwer  that 
argument  concerning  chlorotic  girls  (advanced 
by  Dr.  Baker)  who,  though  they  may  not  be 
troubled  with  fever e  colics  from  the  acids  and 
trafh  which  they  ufe,  are  neverthelefs  feldom 
free  from  colical  complaints  ^  their  hands  too 
are  often'  fo  enervated  as  to  be  utterly  unable  to 
grafp  any  thing,  to  carry  a  glafs  to  their  mouths* 
or  thread  a  needle.  A  young  lady  was  lately 
under  Dr.  Huxbanf  s  care  for  a  diforder  of  this 
kind,  and  was  cured  by  anti-acids  and  the  ufe 
“  of  the  cold  bath.55  We  may  however,  with  due 
deference  obferve,  that  other  remedies  for  this 
difeafe  in  girls  have  been  recommended  by  feme 
able  phyficians*  and  ufed  with  great  fuccefs. 
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An  Anfwer  to  the  Obfervations  of  Mr.  Geach,  and 
the  Curfory  Remarks  of  Mr.  Alcock  on  Dr. 
Baker’ j-  Ejfay  on  the  Endemial  Colic  of  Devon- 
Di ire,  by  Dr.  Saunders.  E.  Dilly  in  the  Poul¬ 
try,  pr.  ij-. 

JF  Mr.  Geach  hath  appeared  as  a  ftrong  advocate 
for  Dr.  Huxhartf s  theory,  Dr.  Saunders  here  en¬ 
ters  the  lifts  as  a  very  warm  opponent  to  Mr. 
Geach ,  in  favour  of  Dr.  Raker.  This  great  medi¬ 
cal  duel  feems  to  be  chiefly  fought  by  thefeconds. 
It  were  to  be  wiflied  however,  when  gentlemen  0f 
the  faculty  happen  to  differ  in  opinion  (a  circum- 
flance  not  uncommon)  that  they  would  obferve  a 
regard  to  decorum  in  their  controverfies.  For 
want  of  this  neceflary  caution  Dr.  Saunders's  per¬ 
formance  will  appear  to  many  as  containing  more 
inventive  than  argument ;  for  inflance,  in  page  the 
firfl,  he  fays,  44  The  former  (viz.  Mr.  Geach )  ap- 
66  pears  to  me  in  the  character  of  one  who  is 
44  defirous  of  negledting  no  opportunity  of  pay- 
44  ing  every  mark  of  refpedt  and  adulation  to  a 
44  great  name  j  for  his  portion  of  this  curious 
44  compound,  contains  little,  very  little  more  than 
44  a  dull,  uninterefting,  uninflrudlive  repetition  of 
44  a  vain  unfubftantial  theory,  together  with  an 
44  addition  of  much  falfe  reafoning  from  his  own 
44  private  flock,  and  an  abundance  of  mifrepre- 
44  fentation.”  Again,  44  indeed  this  man’s  argu- 
44  ments  do  every  where  appear  to  me  to  refembk 
44  thofe  {lender  incorporeal  beings,  thofe  tenues 

44  fine  corpore  vit<e  which  the  poet  fuppofes  to  flut¬ 
ter 
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“  ter  about  in  the  other  world,  cava  fub  imagine 
u  form 

After  fuch  an  exordium,  what  can  be  expected  ? 
Moderation  and  temper  are  the  fureft  guides  to 
truth,  and  when  authors  depart  from  thofe  guides, 
it  is  but  unprofitable  labour  to  fatigue  ourfelves 
with  hunting  after  their  opinions. 

But  we  now  think  it  high  time  to  difmifs  this 
fubjeCt  ,  leaving  the  decifion  of  the  controverfy, 
whether  acid  or  lead-  is  the  caufe  of  the  Devonjhire 
Colic  to  future  proofs  :  as  to  what  Mr.  Moore  ob- 
ferves  concerning  the  leaden  (hot  in  the  bottles  con¬ 
taining  the  cyder  that  v/as  made  ufe  of  in  one  of 
Dr.  Baker' s  experiments,  we  think  it  tends  rather 
to  confirm  the  general  pofition  of  the  doCtor  j  for 
fuppofmg  the  cyder  could  be  impregnated  with 
fome  portion  of  the  mineral,,  by  a  fmall  quantity  of 
lead  molded  in  a  globular  compaCt  form,  there 
is  much  more  probability  of  its  imbibing  a  greater 
quantity  of  the  metaiic  particles  from  an  expand¬ 
ed  furface,  ufed  in  the  manner  as  Dr.  Baker  tells 
us  it  is  in  the  Devonjhire  prefles. 

I  proceed  now  to  give  a  fummary  view  of  the 
other  medical  productions  in  1 767,  referving  a 
more  particular  account  for  fome  future  opportu¬ 
nity.  The  introduction  of  the  new  method  of  Inocu¬ 
lation  gave  rife  to  a  confiderable  number  of  pam¬ 
phlets,  fome  of  them  wrote  by  men  of  eminence. 
Mankind  feemed  to  be  particularly  inquifitive 
about  this  fubjeCt,  and  fome  of  the  faculty  per¬ 
haps  were  not  very  well  pleafed  to  find  fo  benefi¬ 
cial  a  practice,  in  great  meafure,  taken  out  of  their 

hands 
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hands,  and  carried  on  to  an  extent  beyond  any 
example  before  in  England ,  tho’  in  fome  refpects 
in  a  ridiculous  manner,  and  favouring  too  much 
of  empiricifm.  As  this  innovation  will  conftitute 
a  remarkable  sera  in  the  medical  world,  it  is  pro- 
pofed  hereafter  to  give  a  clear,  circumftantial,  but 
fuccincft  account  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of  the  Sut- 
tonian  or  new  method  of  inoculation ,  together  with 
fuch  a  difquifition,  concerning  the  principles  and 
merits  of  it,  as  may  bring  the  whole  matter  into 
one  point  of  view,  and  fet  it  in  a  proper  light . 
Therefore  we  fhall  poftpone  our  comments  upon 
what  hath  been  published,  till  we  come  to  difcufs 
the  fubject  more  fully  in  another  place.* 

Befides  the  pamphlets  upon  inoculation  we  were 
favoured  the  laft  year  with  feveral  mifcellaneous 
productions  by  medical  gentlemen.  Mr  .Kirkland, 
from  fome  paffages  in  the  antients,  recommended 
in  an  effay,-f  the  profecution  of  the  cold  method 
in  the  treatment  of  fevers,  to  an  extreme  which 
few  practitioners,  nor  perhaps  himfelf,  will  ven¬ 
ture  to  follow,  efpecially  in  this  country;  Dr.  Glafs 
had  before  §  given  us  fome  very  ufeful  hints  rela¬ 
tive  to  the  effects  of  cold  air  and  cold  water  in  fe¬ 
vers,  and  indeed  the  fubject  deferves  the  moft  fe- 

*  I  fhall  juft  mention  the  names  of  the  writers  upon  inocu¬ 
lation,  in  the  year  1767,  viz.  Baker ,  Dimfdale ,  Glafs,  Chand¬ 
ler,  Rujlon,  Bromfeld,  Tomlinfon ,  Langton,  Holi-well,  Watts, 
Gatti ,  Maty. 

f  An  Eflay  towards  an  Improvement  in  the  Cure  of  thofe 
Difeafes  which  are  the  Caufe  of  Fevers,  by  T.  Kirkland , 
Surgeon. 

§  In  his  firft  Letter  to  Dr.  Baker » 


nous 
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rious  confideration.  We  muft  not  exped  in  fevers 
arifing  from  deep  or  latent  caufes,  from  difeafes 
in  the  vifcera  for  inftance,  or  when  nature  means  a 
critical  difcharge,  that  the  meer  extindion  of  heat 
by  drinking  cold  water,  or  by  having  it  thrown  up¬ 
on  the  furfate  of  the  body,  will  prove  a  radical 
cure,  or  even  a  fafe  method  of  attempting  it.  If 
that  was  all  which  is  necefiary  to  be  done  in  fevers, 
thofe  many  accurate  and  judicious  remarks  in  re- 
fped  to  their  different  fources,  ftages,  and  fymp 
toms,  handed  down  by  the  antients  themfelves^ 
would  be  of  little  ufe,  when  fo  eafy  a  remedy  w-ould 
ferve  every  purpofe :  but  the  cafe  is  not  fo  :  the 
diverfity  of  caufes,  effeds,  and  conftitutions,  to_ 
gether  with  various  other  circumftances,  abfolutely 
preclude  all  poffibility  of  eflablifhing  any  one 
grand  febrifuge  to  fuit  all  cafes.* 

#  The  remaining  productions  of  the  year  1767,  being  too 
numerous  to  be  brought  under  confideration  in  this  article  at 
prefent,  and  fome  of  them  deferving  -a  more  minute  exami¬ 
nation,  I  Mil  therefore  only  give  the  titles  of  them  now  in 
this  note,  and  proceed  with  the  account  of  Medical  and  Chi- 
rurgical  Cafes. 

Medical  Effays,  &c.  by  Dr.  Practical  Directions, 

by  Dr.  Harvie.-—  London  Medical  Obfervations,  Vol.  3. — A 
Review  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  and  its  Remedies,  by  William 
Fordycs ,  Surgeon.— An  Hiftorical  Account  of  a  New  Method 
of  Curing  the  Scurvy  at  Sea,  by  D.  Macbride*  M.D. —Elements 
of  the  Practice  of  Phyfic,  by  G.  Fordyce ,  M.  D.— Effays  Me¬ 
dical  and  Experimental,  by,  T.  Per  aval,  M.D.— The  Gout, 
by  R.  Ingram,  Surgeon.— A  Treatife  on  Diet,  by  F.  De  Fo- 
langin }  M.  D. 


Medical  and  Chirurgical  Cafes. 
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Obfervations  on  the  Paron’ychia. 


HOWEVER  llight  and  unimportant  this 
difeafe  may  appear,  comparatively  with 
many  others  that  afflidt  mankind,  we  fhall  fre¬ 
quently  find  upon  an  attentive  examination  of  the 
nature,  caufes  and  confequences  of  it,  that  our 
utmoft  care  and  even  fkill  muft  be  exerted  to  pre¬ 
vent  thofe  evils  which  may  arife  from  this  pain¬ 
ful  and  fometimes  dangerous  malady.  For  altho* 
the  firft  afpedt  of  a  fwelling,  and  the  firft  percep¬ 
tion  of  a  pritching  heat  and  pain  in  the  extremity 
of  one  of  the  fingers  only,  feem  to  be  circum- 
ftances  too  inconfide fable  to  deferve  the  notice  of 
furgeons,  yet  the  concomitant  and  previous  lymp- 
toms,  if  duly  enquired  into,  will  quickly  excite  a 
more  ferious  regard,  and  prove  the  neceftity  of 
tracing  this  as  well  as  other  external  diforders,  to 
their  true  and  proper  fource,  that  for  the  honour 
of  the  profefiion,  effedlual  remedies  may  be  time¬ 
ly  adminiftered.  Indeed  there  is  hardly  any  cafe 
requiring  chirurgical  afuftance,  but  what  derives 
it’s  caufes,  fymptoms  and  appearances,  from  the 
grand  fource  of  the  confutation,  and  therefore 
the  Hate  and  habit  of  body  muft  be  the  firft  ob- 

H  .  jeft 
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je£t  of  our  attention  on  all  occafions  wherein  we 
are  confulted. 

Admitting  the  truth  of  this  pofition,  which  ex¬ 
perience  feems  to  confirm,  with  as  few  exceptions 
as  any  one  general  rule  is  liable  to,  we  fhall  of 
courfe  become  fenfible  of  the  great  ufe  and  ex¬ 
cellence  of  chirurgical  knowledge,  which  as  an  un¬ 
erring  clue  leads  us  from  fadts  perceptible  and 
plain  to  our  fenfes,  to  the  difcovery  of  thofe  re¬ 
moter  caufes  abfolutely  necefiary  to  be  underftood, 
by  the  diligent  inveftigation  of  which  we  fhall  be 
enabled  to  afcertain  the  proper  method  of  cure  in 
all  cafes,  and  eftabliih  our  praftice  upon  a  true 
and  folid  foundation  :  Thus  directed,  our  obfer- 
vation  and  experience  will  more  furely  point  out 
all  the  particular  and  various  effects  arifing  from 
various  caufes  in  different  fconftitutions,  which  are 
to  be  explained  by  the  fame  univerial  principle  of 
reafoning,  however  diverfified  and  modified  fuch 
effefts  rpay  chance  to  be  on  numberlefs  occafions. 
No  juft  prognoftic  can  be  delivered  from  a  meer 
fuperficial  view  of  external  appearances.  In  re- 
fpedt  to  the  difeafe  in  queftion,  for  inftance,  we 
muft  not  confider  it  as  local  only,  but  as  compli¬ 
cated  (as  it  generally  if  not  always  is)  with  fymp- 
toms  of  fuch  a  nature  as  plainly  denote  its  origin 
to  be  from  a  bad  ftate  of  the  body.  This  rule  of 
judging  may  be  extended  to  almoft  every  cafe  un¬ 
der  chirurgical  infpedtion.  Every  wound,  every 
ulcer,  every  tumour,  may  in  fome  meafure  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  index  of  the  habit  :  therefore  we 
ought  always  to  be  upon  our  guard,  and  examine 
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even  the  minutefl  part,  external  appearance,  or 
excrefcence  of  the  human  body,  as  they  may  de¬ 
pend  upon  or  be  derived  from  the  general  fyftem. 

Upon  confulting  experience  we  cannot  hefitate 
reckoning  the  Paronychia  in  general  as  the  effedt 
of  a  difbempered  conftitution  :  and  confidering  the 
different  fpecies  of  it,  together  with  the  various 
confequences  and  difficulties  which  often  occur 
during  its  whole  progrefs,  perhaps  fome  obfer- 
vations  relative  to  this  feemingly  trifling,  tho’  fre¬ 
quently  important  difeafe,  may  not  be  altogether 
unacceptable.  Many  authors  have  thought  pro¬ 
per  to  bellow  fome  part  of  their  attention  upon 
this  fubjecl,  particularly  JVifeman ,  Le  Dr  an,  and 
Heifier.  I  am  fenfible  how  dangerous  it  is  to  take 
up  the  pen  after  fuch  great  mailers  ;  but  notwith- 
Ilanding  this,  if  the  leaft  ufeful  hint  can  be  drawn 
from  the  labours  even  of  the  meanefl;  in  the  pro- 
feffion,  the  attempt  however  unequal,  will  be  ex_ 
cufed,  and  the  author  acquitted  of  prefumption. 

*  Wijeman  defcribes  the  Paronychia  thus,  “  Pa - 

*  Chirurgical  Treatifes,  Page  54.. 

I  mull  confefs  that  I  cannot  help  entertaining  a  partiality, 
and  even  giving  a  preference  to  our  great  countryman  on 
moft  occafions  ;  his  defcriptions  are  clear  and  precife,  his 
diftindlions  accurate  and  juft,  and  his  practice  founded  up¬ 
on  rational  principles ;  in  this  part  as  well  as  the  reft  of 
his  excellent  works,  his  genius  and  knowledge  as  a  Surgeon, 
are  eminently  confpicuous.  England ,  fertile  as  fhe  is  in  pro¬ 
ducing  able  men,  cannot  boaft  of  a  better  furgeon,  or  of  a 
more  ufeful  writer  in  his  profeftion,  confidering  the  time  in 
which  he  lived.  The  perufal  therefore  of  his  Chirurgical 
Treatifes  is  earneftly  recommended  to  all  young  furgeons, 
tho’  I  except  againll  the  compofition  of  his  prefcriptive  for¬ 
mulae  in  general. 
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u  r onychia ,  fo  called  by  the  Greeks  is  a  fmall 
fwelling  about  the  nails  and  ends  of  the  fingers, 
u  known  amongft  the  Latins  by  the  name  of  Pa- 
cc  naritium  :  by  the  vulgar  people  amongft  us  it 
cc  is  generally  called  a  WhitloeP 

u  There  are  two  forts  of  Paronychia  *,  they  both 
u  affeft  one  and  the  fame  part,  and  are  fre- 
cc  quently  taken  one  for  the  other,  but  are  very 
different  in  their  fymptoms.  We  ftiall  diftin- 
guifh  them  by  the  names  of  benign  and  malign . 

££  The  former  rife  fliperficially  under  the  cuticula 
and  come  fuddenly  to  fuppuration  ^  whereas 
s£  the  malign  Paronychia  lieth  deep  amongft  the 
£C  ligaments  and  tendons,  and  is  flow  in  coming 
££  to  maturity.  I  fuppofe  it  is  that  which  is  com- 
£C  monly  called  a  felon. 

£C  The  benign  or  milder*  fpecies  takes  its  origi- 
(C  nal  from  a  bilious  hot  ferum  :  the  other  is  com- 
cc  monly  faid  to  proceed  from  aduftion  in  the 
££  blood, »  with  a  mixture  of  choler  or  fait 
£G  phlegm.* 

“  Paronychia  may  be  truly  reckoned  amongft 

ee  the  inflammations,  they  arifmg  with  great  pain 

££  and  burning  heat,  with  pulfation  and  tenfion. 

6£  The  benign  foon  comes  to  maturation,  and  may 

££  be  difcerned  by  change  of  colour  in  the  cuticula 

cc  the  matter  appearing  under  it  as  in  a  blifter. 

££  The  figns  of  a  malign  Paronychia  are  an  intenfe 

&£  vehement  pain,  deep  amongft  the  ligaments 

* 

*  Or  from  an  inflammatory  or 'putrid  (fate  of  the  blood, 
as  the  more  modern  authors  would  exprefs  it. 


and 
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cc  and  tendons,  with  fever,  fainting,  and  a  flow 
cC  fuppuration. 

“  The  prognoftic  may  be  made  by  what  hath 
“  been  delivered  of  them,  viz.  that  the  benign 
“  cometh  foon  to  fuppuration,  and  is  eafily  cured  : 
u  the  worfl:  danger  that  can  happen  is  but  the 
“  lofs  of  a  nail. 

“  The  other  which  lieth  deep  is  of  a  malign 
c‘  quality  *,  and  if  it  be  not  fpeedily  removed, 
“  will  corrupt  the  Periofteum ,  rot  the  bone,  and 
“  foon  extend  its  putrefaction  to  the  next  joint, 
“  and  threaten  the  welfare  of  the  whole  hand.” 

This  definition  however  concife,  is  fufficiently 
dear,  and  feems  to  be  all  that  is  neceffary  to  be 
made  upon  the  occafion,  comprehending  the  dif¬ 
ferent  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  from  the  molt  trifling; 

o  3  o 

appearance  under  the  fkin  only,  to  the  deeper  feat 
of  it  amongft  the  ligaments  and  tendons,  extend¬ 
ing  from  the  finger  to  the  arm.  Le  Dr  an  is  more 
particular  in  his  divifion,*  which  he  gives  under 
four  diftinCt  heads.  The  fir  ft  fpecies  affecting  the 
fkin  only  round  the  nail  ;  the  fecond  being  formed 
between  the  fkin  and  flexor  tendon  *,  the  third  oc¬ 
casioning  a  putrefaction  of  the  fheath  of  the  ten¬ 
don  alone,  or  the  tendon  along  with  it  •,  th c  fourth 
proceeding  from  a  difeafe  cf  the  bone,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which  the  periofteum  foon  putrefies,  or 
is  attacked  with  an  eryfipelas,  which  degenerates 
into  a  putrefaction.  He  defcribes  the  caufes, 
prognoftics,  and  methods  of  cure  in  each  fpecies 
in  fuch  a  manner  as  proves  him  mafler  of  his  fub- 

jecl 


*  Le  Dram  Operations  in  Surgery,  Page  41 2. 
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jed,  and  indeed  the  whole  chapter  is  juftly  efteem- 
ed  an  excellent  performance.  In  one  point  how¬ 
ever  his  account  appears  defective  :  which  is  his 
filence  in  refped  to  the  internal  caufes  of  this  dif- 
eafe.  For  inftance,  in  the  fecond  fpecies  he  fays, 
44  This  like  other  phlegmons  may  proceed  from 
44  an  internal  caufe,  but  it  is  generally  owing  to 
44  an  external  accident,  as  a  pundure,  excoria- 
46  tion,  contufion,  &c.  the  fkin  and  fat  being  ir- 
44  ritated,  or  pudured  become  inflamed,  and  the 
44  inflammation  fp reading  to  the  reft  of  the  fat, 
44  the  whole  finger  fwells.”  Again,  44  The  fymp- 
44  toms  are  more  acute  than  in  other  phlegmons, 
44  for  the  following  reafons :  the  fkin  of  the  fin- 
44  ger  is  of  a  firm  dole  texture,  and  therefore 
44  cannot  give  way  to  the  increafed  fize  of  inflam- 
44  ed  parts,  which  it  inclofes,  confequently  the  ten- 
44  fion,  pain  and  fever,  muft  be  fo  much  the  more 
44  violent.”  But  with  all  due  deference  to  this 
able  furgeon,  let  me  afk,  may  not  thefe  fymp- 
toms  be  accounted  for  from  an  internal  caufe  ? 
inftead  of  the  fat  being  irritated  by  puncture,  (a 
doubtful  pofition)  may  we  not  with  more  proba¬ 
bility  fuppofe,  that  in  thefe  cafes  it  is  made  the 
bed  wherein  by  a  metaftafis  from  the  blood  the 
humours  are  depofited  ?  are  not  fimilar  effects 
often  produced  when  no  pundhire  or  accident 
hath  brought  them  on  ?  certainly  either  an  inflam¬ 
matory  or  putrid  ftate  of  body  is  in  general  the 
predilpofing  caufe,  though  I  admit  that  a  cafual 
pundure  or  contufion  may  be  the  vifible  means  of 

exciting 
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exciting  fo  dangerous  an  irritation  in  conftitutions 
already  rendered  irritable  from  fome  internal  or 
latent  difeafe. 

To  proceed  ;  in  the  third  fpecies  he  obferves 
“  I  do  not  think  that  an  eryfipelas,  affedting  thefe 
4C  parts,  and  forming  a  Panaris ,  can  proceed  from 
<c  an  internal  caufe,  fince  we  don’t  find  that  the 
“  other  tendons  are  fubjedt  to  this  diforder  ;*  but 
“  it  may  be  owing  to  a  pundlure  which  hath  affedl- 
“  ed  the  tendon,  together  with  the  fheath,  or  even 
“  the  fheath  only.  Thefe  tv/o  parts  we  know  are 
“  blended  together  at  the  third  joint,  where  the 
“  tendon  is  inferted  into  the  bone  ;  it  is  no  won- 
<c  der  therefore  if  an  inflammation  of  the  one 
“  fhould  extend  to  the  other.  The  inflammation 
“  fpreads  afterwards  ail  over  the  hand,  and  alono- 
“  the  mufcle  from  which  the  tendon  arifes,  as 

“  far  as  to  the  forearm,  fometimes  even  to  the 
“  whole  arm,  forming  an  eryfipelatous  inflation, 

which  terminates  under  the  armpits,  and  fwells 
a  the  axillary  glands.  The  pain  and  fever  are 
“  then  very  violent,  attended  fometimes  with  a  de- 
<c  lirium  and  convulfions.”  I  have  quoted  the 
whole  paflage,  becaufe  no  better  defeription  can 
be  given  of  the  progrefs  of  this  difeafe  in  its  ma¬ 
lignant  ftate  ;  but  we  mull  obferve  that  it  relates 
only  to  the  effedls,  leaving  the  true  caufe  flill  a 
dilputable  point.  Therefore,  if  I  fhould  diflent 
from  fo  celebrated  an  author  myfelf,  I  by  no  means 

#  This  reafoning  is  not  conclufive  ;  how  often  do  we  find 
inflammation  and  fuppuration  from  internal  caufes  fixing  up¬ 
on  fomc  one  particular  part  ? 


prefume 
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prefume  to  dictate  to  others  ;  for  in  afcribing 
thefe  effiedls  to  an  internal  caufe,  contrary  to  he 
Bran’s  opinion,  I  am  only  guided  by  what  my  own 
weaker  reafon  fuggefts  from  the  experience  I  have 
had,  as  fh all  be  more  particularly  explained  by 
and  by. 

Iieifter  differs  from  Le  Bran  in  the  divifion  of 
this  fubjedl,*  confining  himfelf  to  three  fpecies  on¬ 
ly,  but  is  not  fo  accurate  and  exadt  in  his  defcrip- 
tion  of  them.  He  mentions  the  fecond  fpecies  as 
affedting  th tperiofteum^  and  the  third  or,  laft  as  in- 
fedting  the  nervous  involucra  or  coverings  of  the 
tendons  belonging  to  the  flexor  mufclcs  of  the 
fingers,  and  this  he  calls  the  worft  kind.  But  Le 
Bran ,  with  more  propriety  attributes  the  word: 
fymptoms  to  the  difeafed  periofteum ,  in  which  he 
agrees  with  IVifeman.  Iieifter  however  feems  to 
pay  more  attention  to  internal  caufes,  admitting 
that  an  acrimony  of  the  blood  and  lymph,  induces 
a  tenfe  fibre,  and  is  aggravated  by  a  heating  regi¬ 
men,  or  an  abufe  of  the  non-naturals.  In  refpedl 
to  the  method  of  cure,,  he  quotes  Garengeot  with 
approbation,  except  in  his  propofing  an  early  in- 
cifion,  to  which  Heifter  objedls.  But  the  practice 
of  our  belt  furgeons  juftifies  Garengeot' s  method. 

After  thus  explaining  the  fentiments  of  three 
great  furgeons,  I  am  inclined  to  adopt  the  divifion 
made  by  IVifeman  into  two  fpecies  only,  the  benign 
and  malign ,  as  including  all  other  diftindtions. 
Or  perhaps  we  might  with  as  much  propriety  fay, 

*  Heifter9 $  Surgery,  Part  2,  Page  324^ 

the 
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the  inflammatory  and  putrid  kinds,  the  concomi¬ 
tant  fymptoms  often  denoting  thefe  two  oppofite 
difpofitions,  requiring  different  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment.  The  caufe  of  the  Paronychia  therefore, 
generally  proceeds  from  fome  internal  difeafe  in 
the  habit,  which  nature  endeavours  to  expel,  by 
throwing  the  morbific  matter  from  the  fanguinary 
fyltem  ;  and  as  the  axillary  artery  and  the  branches 
of  it,  going  to  the  hand  and  fingers,  are  nearer  the 
great  fource  of  the  circulation,  confequently  the 
humour  is*  more  immediately  depofited  in  thofe 
extremities,  where  lefs  refiftance  is  made  :  for  the 
feet  being  harder  and  at  greater  diftance,  the  difi. 
eafe  feldom  is  carried  fo  far,  or  is  able  to  break 
forth  in  thofe  callous  parts.  For  thefe  reafons 
the  fingers  are  generally  affefled,  and  the  veffels 
at  the  end  of  them  being  obftrudled,  very  fevere 
pains  quickly  enfue,  the  foft  nervous  papilla ,  from 
their  extreme  fenfibility,  fuffering  greatly  by  the 
irritation,  fo  that  we  need  not  wonder  at  the  fe- 
verifh  fymptoms,  and  the  faintnefs  which  common¬ 
ly  attend  this  diforder. 

From  thefe  fymptoms  as  well  as  other  diagnof- 
tics,  the  Paronychia ,  even  in  its  flighted:  and  ear- 
lieft  appearance,  will  be  proved  to  arife  from  an 
internal  caufe.  I  muff  own  at  leaft,  that  not  one 
cafe  of  this  nature  hath  occurred  to  me  but  what 
betrayed  fome  default  or  other  in  the  conflitution 
of  the  patient.  For  inftance,  even  in  the  flrft  fpe- 
cies  of  the  difeafe  defcribed  by  Le  Bran ,  when  a 
little  matter  is  collected  under  the  fkin  round  the 
nail,  the  furgeon  will  find,  upon  examination,  that 

I  the 
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the  patient  hath  been  troubled  with  chillinefs,  or 
bme  flight  feverifli  fymptoms,  previous  to  the  for¬ 
mation  of  matter  there  ;  which  matter  is  lodged 
fuperflcially  only,  and  imperfectly  digefted,  be- 
caufe  the  difeafe  in  the  habit  as  yet  hath  not  ac¬ 
quired  much  acrimony.  But  even  in  this  ftate  we 
may  obferve  the  wonderful  fympathy  which  pre¬ 
vails  throughout  the  whole  body,*  evidently  de- 
monftrating  the  relation  or  dependance  one  part 
has  upon  another,  fo  that  the  lead:  external  inflam¬ 
mation  in  the  remotefl:  extremities,  feldom  arifes 
except  when  the  general  habit  is  affeCted ;  much 
lefs  can  thofe  feverer  fymptoms  of  pain  and  ab- 
fcefs  fupervene,  but  from  an  internal  difeafe,  the 
nature  of  which  is  to  be  determined  from  the  de¬ 
gree  of  fever  which  attends,  and  from  feveral 
other  circumflances  according  to  the  conftitution, 
age,  and  fex  of  the  patient. 

Thus  the  prognoftic  is  to  be  taken  from  inter¬ 
nal  as  wgli  as  external  fymptoms,  the  former  be¬ 
ing  previous  to  the  latter.  But  it  muff  be  remark¬ 
ed,  that  there  is  a  very  ftrong  propenfity  in  moil 
people  to  deceive  themfelves  and  the  furgeon,  by- 
attributing  confdtutional  eflfe&s  to  external  inju¬ 
ries  ;  for  inftance,  in  fcrophulous  fwellings  affedt- 
ing  the  joints,  in  the  breaking  out  of  old  ulcers, 

*  This  confent  of  parts  is  communicated  either  by  the 
nerves  or  through  the  medium  of  the  mucous  membrane,  to 
organs  iituated  at  a  diftance  from  each  other  in  the  body, 
for  indance,  I  have  obferved  a  nephritic  fit  irritating  the 
bladder,  to  be  preceded  by  a  pain  in  the  flomach,  refembling 
what  is  called  the  heart-burn,  and  relieved  by  abforbents. 

in 
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in  cancerous  appearances,  and  various  other  cafes, 
they  will  recoiled  fome  little  trifling  blow  or  bruife 
which  they  have  received,  perhaps  long  ago,  and 
impute  to  thofe  infignificant  accidents,  what  in 
reality  proceeds  from  more  dangerous  caules;  ne¬ 
glecting  to  obferve,  and  unwilling  to  be  convinced 
of  any  conftitutional  malady.  This  kind  of  decep¬ 
tion  is  eafily  guarded  againft  by  the  pradical  fur- 
geon,  whofe  oblervation  and  enquiries  will  foon  en¬ 
able  him  to  difcover  the  true  flate  of  the  cafe  :  and 
therefore  it  will  behove  him  to  fhew  his  judgment 
and  fecure  his  reputation,  by  an  early  prognoftic 
drawn  from  a  knowledge  of  the  caufes  of  every 
difeafe  under  his  infpedion,  and  by  accurately  ex¬ 
amining  every  particular  relative  to  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  the  patient,  the  neceffity  of  this  caution  be¬ 
ing  evident  from  a  thoufand  circumftances  in 
pradice. 

How  frequently  do  we  find  the  moil  terrible 
and  dangerous  effeds  fucceeding  very  trifling 
wounds  in  fome  habits  ?  for  inftance,  does  not  a 
pundure  in  the  finger,  or  fome  other  extremity  of 
the  body,  often  terminate  in  a  mortification  ?  how 
many  cafes  are  related  by  authors  illuftrating  this 
fame  fubjed,  and  juftly  afcribing  to  a  difeafed  con- 
ftitution,  what  otherwife  would  difgrace  the  fur- 
geon  ?  quotations  are  unneceflfary,  becaufe  the 
matter  is  clear.  Such  is  the  difference  in  confti- 
tutions,  and  fuch  various  circumftances  happen  in 
the  beft,  that  altho’  fome  will  endure  large  wounds 
and  contufions  admitting  an  eafy  cure,  without 
any  unfavourable  fymptoms,  yet  in  others  a  meer 

I  z  fcratch 
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fcratch  will  prove  mortal.*  Therefore  among 
thefe  High  ter  injuries,  whofe  eonfequences  are  de- 

#  An  indance  of  which  take  as  follows  :  On  Dec.  15,  a 
man  about  30  Years  of  age  applied  for  adidance,  having  di¬ 
vided  a  branch  of  the  artery  on  the  inner  fide  of  the  little 
finger,  towards  the  extremity  :  the  wound  was  fmall,  but  the 
haemorrhage  was  confiderable.  Upon  examination  of  the 
patient  T  perceived  that  the  habit  of  body  was  bad,  he  had 
been  ufed  to  hard  drinking,  efpecially  of  fpirituous  liquors 
(being  alfo  naturally  infirm  and  deformed)  his  pulfe  was 
quick  with  a  tremor  of  the  hands,  ficknefs  of  the  domach,  fe- 
verifh  heat  and  third,  and  the  blood  remarkably  thin.  Af¬ 
ter  opening  a  vein  in  the  arm  to  abate  the  impetus  in  the  cir¬ 
culation,  which  was  evident  by  a  violent  throbbing  in  the 
finger,  the  wound  was  dreffed  with  lint,  dipped  in  Balf. 
Tran  mat.  a  comprefs  wet  with  fp.  <vin.  applied  along  the  di-r 
rection  of  the  wounded  artery,  and  another  comprefs  laid  up¬ 
on  the  ulnar  artery,  properly  and  equally  rolled  all  up  the 
arm,  which  v/as  kept  in  a  ding,  and  the  patient  enjoined  red, 
with  a  fuitable  regimen.  This  method  of  bandage  was  ob- 
ferved  for  fix  days,  notwithdanding  which  the  wound  fre¬ 
quently  bled,  and  of  courfe  no  digedion  came  on  :  the  fever 
ran  high  ;  the  veffel  was  too  incondderable  to  tie  up,  nor  in 
the  feverifh  date  of  the  patient  would  that  expedient  have 
availed.  The  bleeding  dill  returned  by  fits,  in  fpite  of  a 
tighter  compredi on  by  bandage,  which  it  was  eafy  to  apply 
with  all  podible  advantage.  The  fever  increafmg,  on  Dec. 
22,  I  bled  him  again,  ordered  mixt.  falin.  elix.  •vitriol,  and 
on  the  23d,  obferving  a  proper  opportunity,  the  cort .  Peruv- . 
was  adminidered.  During  the  whole  time  anodynes  were 
given,  and  yet  his  domach  continued  uneafy,  and  frequent 
vomitings  came  on.  The  bleeding  being  dopped  a  few  days, 
fuddenly  returned  again,  and  in  fhort  all  methods  proving 
ineffectual  to  fubdue  the  fever  and  bring  on  digedion,  on  the 
id  of  January  the  patient  died. 

From  the  very  drd  examination  of  this  cafe  I  took  efpecial 
care  to  prognodicate  and  expjain  the  future  danger  to  fome 
of  the  patients  friends,  who  otherwife  (tho’  fendble  people) 
might  have  blamed  the  furgeon,  and  imputed  to  his  unfkil- 
fulnefs,  what  unavoidably  mud  happen  from  the  ^ircum- 
iiances  of  habit  and  conditutiom 

*r  t 
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rived  from  the  habit,  the  Paronychia  upon  the 
fame  principles,  certainly  deferves  our  attention, 
to  the  external  treatment  of  which  having  men¬ 
tioned  its  internal  origin,  I  now  proceed. 

Jan .  10,  E.  G.  a  woman  aged  27,  of  a  thin 
habit,  came  under  my  care,  having  a  Paronychia 
at  the  end  of  the  third  finger,  attended  with  vio¬ 
lent  throbbing  pain,  inflammation,  and  a  ftiffnefs 
of  the  firfi:  joint.  Having  examined  into  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  her  health,  I  found  that  fhe  had 
been  attacked  with  feveriih  fymptoms,  chillinels, 
and  a  naufea  at  the  ftomach  a  few  days  hefore, 
therefore  I  told  her  the  Paronychia  proceeded  from 
an  internal  caufe,  and  that  the  cure  would  princi¬ 
pally  depend  upon  fubduing  that  difeafe.  An  in- 
cifion  was  immediately  made  down  to  the  bone,* 
in  conformity  to  the  beft  pradtice,  the  hand  bathed 
in  warm  water,  and  the  wound  d refled  in  an  ealy 
manner,  with  an  emollient  poultice  over  the 
whole.  An  anodyne  pill  was  given  at  night,  and 
repeated  at  fuch  intervals  as  to  prevent  pain.  The 
next  day  the  prim a  via  were  unloaded,  by  giving 
a  few  grains  of  calomel  and  a  lenient  purgative, 
but  the  fever  being  troublefome,  and  attended 

*  Not  one  fibre  of  the  human  body  ought  to  be  divided 
without  giving  fufficient  reafons  for  ufing  the  knife,  there¬ 
fore  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve  on  this  occafion,  that  as  the 
veflels  are  obftru&ed,  and  the  nervous  papillae  diftended  and 
irritated  in  a  Paronychia ,  an  incifion  is  always  proper  to  give 
the  matter  vent,  or  if  no  matter  is  formed,  yet  the  bleeding 
velfels  will  be  confiderably  relieved  by  the  difcharge,  and 

bathing  the  hand  in  warm  water. 
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with  lownefs  and  ficknefs,  ihe  began  to  take  the 
die  following  mixture  on  the  12th,  after  a  gentle 
vomit : 

R  Spir.  minderer.  Aq.  menth.  pip.  aa 

Aq.  alex.  fimp.  giii,  conf.  cardiac.  %i  Pnlv. 
*  febr.  fpecif.  3b  Tindb.  cort.  Peruv.  Huxh. 
fyr.  balfam.  aa  ji  m— dentur  cochl.  iii  6ta 
quaq.  hora. 

Along  with  this  mixture  fhe  drank  freely  of 
weak  wine-wey,  keeping  in  bed  with  a  gentle  per- 
fpiration.  Thus  the  fever  was  in  great  meafure 
fubdued,  and  on  the  14th  the  Cort .  Peruv .  alone 
•was  ordered.  Mean  time  the  wound  began  to 
difcharge,  and  was  drefifed  with  mild  digefcive, 
and  cerat.  over  it  ;  and  as  the  flefhy  fibres  pro¬ 
truded  confiderabiy  from  the  wound,  comprefies 
dipped  in  brandy,  properly  adapted  were  applied 
on  each  fide  the  finger,  with  moderate  bandage  to 
keep  down  the  fungus  ;  which  alfo  began  to  fhoot 
forth  from  under  the  nail,  as  generally  happens  in 
thefe  cafes,  but  it  was  checked  by  gently  prefiing 
dry.  lint  upon  it  properly  fecured.  This  me¬ 
thod  fucceeds  very  well  in  general,  and  is  far 
preferable  to  the  mere .  pr^ecip.  rub.'f  too  much 
ufed  on  thefe  occafions,  it  being  apt  to  excite  pain 

*  This  is  made  with  calx,  antimon.  or  pulv.  e  chel.  69.  c.  or 
equal  parts  of  each,  with  tart.  emet.  the  proportion  being 
ten  grains  of  the  calx  to  one  grain  of  tart.  emet.  it  ferves  as 
a  fubftitute  to  James's  Powder. 

f  I  do  not  altogether  approve  of  the  application  of  mere* 
pracip.  rub .  becaufe  every  intention  of  it  may  as  well  be  an- 
fwered  by  milder  digeftives,  as  ihall  further  be  explained 
•&mder  the  article  of  ulcers. 

and 
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and  irritation.  In  confequence  of  kind  digeftion, 
the  inflammation  was  abated,  and  the  joint  became 
more  eafily  flexible.*  But  however  on  the  19th 
the  fever  returned  again  with  pain  and  bleeding  in 
the  wound,  and  throbbing  in  the  finger,  attended 
with  fhiverings,  and  afterwards  heat  and  third  *, 
the  external  and  internal  fymptoms  correfponding 
with  each  other,  the  date  of  the  wound  depend¬ 
ing  upon  the  date  of  the  patient’s  health.  It  was 
neceffary  therefore  to  repeat  the  Pulv.  Fehr .  Spec . 
and  encourage  perfpiration  again,  and  after  giving 
another  dofe  or  two  of  the  Calomel  and  lenient 
purgative,  the  ufe  of  the  Cortex  was  refumed  on 
the  2 2d.  On  the  24th  the  bleeding  ceafed,  and 
matter  appeared  :  On  the  26th  a  very  fmall  piece 
of  bone  from  the  extremity  of  the  finger  exfolia¬ 
ted  and  came  away  thro’  the  wound,  this  proba¬ 
bly  occafioned  the  fecond  fever :  die  dill  conti¬ 
nued  in  the  ufe  of  the  Cort.  Peruv.  and  fo  bad  and 
relaxed  was  the  habit  of  body  (having  likewife 
the  fluor  alhus  at  the  fame  time)  that  the  wound 
was  not  entirely  clofed  ’till  March  1.  This  ac¬ 
count  tho’  it  may  feem  too  minute  and  prolix  for 
fo  trifling  a  cafe,  yet  certainly  gives  an  idea  of 
what  generally  happens  on  thefe  occafions,  and 
evidently  proves  the  truth  of  the  fird  pofition  ad¬ 
vanced,  that  the  Paronychia  arifes  from  an  internal 

*  I  was  very  doubtful  all  along,  whether  the  firft  joint 
would  not  remain  ftifF,  an  inconvenience  which  frequently 
happens  from  a  Paronychia ,  notwithstanding  all  poffible  care 
taken  to  prevent  it. 


caufe 
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caufe  and  frequently  proves  very  troublefome  and 
even  dangerous.* 

In  fome  cafes  where  a  putrid  habit  of  body 
ftrongly  predominates,  we  find  that  the  difeafe  in 
the  finger .  generally  extends  to  the  hand  ;  very 
ugly  fungus  protrudes  from  the  fore,  the  edges 
of  the  wound  are  flabby,  the  tendons  flough  of, 
and  the  difcharge  is  very  copious  and  ill  conditi¬ 
oned*  Indeed  the  matter  is  often  fo  acrimonious 
that  by  its  corrupting  the  fynovia ,  one  or  more 
joints  of  the  fingers  become  ftiff,  an  event  always 
to  be  apprehended  when  we  perceive  a  crackling 
in  the  joint,  on  the  leaf!  motion  of  the  finger. 
Under  thefe  circumftances  it  is  requifite  that  we 
fhould  be  very  attentive  to  the  internal  fymptoms* 

and  after  we  have  fubdued  the  fever  to  adminifter 

* 

the  Cort.  Peruv*  with  all  poflible  expedition.  In 
refpedt  to  the  dreflings  when  the  tendon  is  laid 
bare,  lint  dipped  in  fome  warm  balfam  fhould  be 
firfi  applied,  and  comprefles  wet  with  Ipirits,  are 
to  be  properly  adapted  and  rolled  on,  that  the 
flabby  parts  may  be  kept  clofer  together,  the 
fibres  {Lengthened,  and  the  matter  prevented  as 
much  as  poflible  from  lodging  amongft  the  ten¬ 
dons.  Indeed  in  almoft  every  ftate  of  the  Paro- 
nychia  I  prefer  fpirituous  applications,  except  juft: 
at  firfi:  when  the  inflammation  is  great,  and  then 

*  Paronychium  atrox  interdum,  &  calamitofum  eft  vitium, 
id  quod  evenit  primum  turn  privata  &  propria  ejufdem  ca- 
coethia,  turn  adjuvante  prava  habitus  corporis  aut  partis  ali- 
cujus  principis  conftitutione.  Sever  in.  lib.  2,  part,  i,  c.  70. 

emollients 
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emollients  are  proper,  obferving  in  this  particu¬ 
lar  as  well  as  the  internal  treatment  to  make  a  due 
diflindtion  between  the  inflammatory  and  putrid 
fpecies.* 

In  other  cafes  wherein  from  an  exceeding  bad 
habit  of  body,  the  matter  is  formed  in  large  quan¬ 
tities,  and  infinuates  itfelf  from  the  finger  to  the 
hand,  and  from  thence  to  the  arm  *,  it  is  fome- 
times  difficult  to  determine  whether  the  interven¬ 
ing  ligaments  by  which  the  tendons  are  confined 
(efpecially  at  the  wrift)  fhould  be  divided  or  not  *, 
tho’  in  general  it  is  a  rule  with  furgeons  to  pur^ 
fue  the  matter  wherever  it  fp reads  ■>  and  to  lay 
open  every  finus. 

On  September  27,  1767,  a  man  of  a  fcorbutic 
habit  of  body,  about  45  years  of  age>  extremely 
addidted  to  hard  drinking,  was  feized  with  a  fhi- 
vering  fit  and  vomiting ;  on  the' 29th  he  perceived 
a  fwelling  in  the  palm  of  his  hand,  attended  with 
violent  pain  all  up  the  arm :  I  being  coiifulted, 
and  oblerving  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  and  forefee, 

t  v  >  » 

ing  the  difficulties  which  would  arife  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  patient’s  bad  habit  of  body,  imme: 

y  r  ‘•v  -  «  ^ 

*  The  common  people  generally  apply  turpentine  at  firit^ 
which  always  increafes  the  inflammation,  and  aggravates  the 
pain.  Hildanus  f  advifes  fomentation,  and  then  to  make  an 
incifion  upon  the  part,  which  is  certainly  good  practice.  Dr, 
Friend  in  his  Hift.  Medic,  p.  393,  condemns  the  application 
of  ltrong  fuppuratives,  and  fays,  “  Chirurgi  noftrates  tumo- 
<c  rem  hunc  magno  cum  judicio  fecundurn  digiti  longitudi- 
“  nem,  ex  altera  tendinis  parte,  aperiunt  :  quo  fa&o,  Sc 
ft  multum  doloris  Sc  diferimen  omne  ajger  eftugu., 

•f  Hlld.  Cent.  Ob'  97, 
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diatelv  delivered  fuch  a  prognoftic  as  would  af¬ 
terwards  juilify  myfelf,  and  propofed  to  make  an 
incifion  diredtly,  fufpedbing  that  matter  was  aU 
ready  formed,  tho’  it  lay  very  deep.  But  the 
patient  refufing  to  comply,  an  emollient  poultice 
was  laid  on,  he  was  bled  and  took  fome  opening 
medicine,  and  at  night,  as  the  pain  was  very 
acute,  an  anodyne  pill  was  given.  On  October  g, 
an  incifion  being  made,  a  great  quantity  of  mat¬ 
ter  was  difcharged,  his  pulfe  ftill  continued  full, 
for  which  reafon  bleeding  was  repeated,  and  all 
other  proper  meafures  taken  to  abate  the  fever ; 
the  arm  being  placed  in  a  fling,  or  laid  upon  a 
pillow,  in  as  eafy  a  poiition  as  poflible.  As  the 
matter  was  ill-conditioned,  and  the  afpedt  of  the 
patient  very  unhealthy,  I  was  folicitous  to  give 
the  Cortex  Feruv.  as  foon  as  ever  the  fever  fliewed 
the  lead:  flgns  of  intermiflion,  and  accordingly  he 
began  to  take  it  on  the  4th,  joined  with  fulv,  rhei 
and  fah  nitr .  in  proper  proportions.  On  the  5th 
the  inflammatory  fymptoms  feemed  to  increafe, 
altho’  the  difcharge  was  copious  •,  the  arm  fwel- 
led  greatly  at  the  elbow,  and  the  lymphatic  fyf- 
tem  being  affedbed,  the  glands  in  the  axilla  be¬ 
came  enlarged  and  painful,  at  the  fame  time  a 
tumour  began  to  appear  above  the  wrift  amongft 
the  tendons,  and  in  the  diredlion  of  the  ulnar 
artery. 

Repet.  V.  S.  hodie. 

Repet.  Fulv.  Cort.  Feruv.  cum  rheo  &  nitro. 

Repet.  Pil.  Narcot.  (quse  gr.  i,  opii  habeat) 
pro  xe  nata. 


On 
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On  the  6th,  after  great  pain  and  reftleflnefs, 
(tho*  abated  by  the  opiate)  I  perceived  matter  in 
the  new  tumour,  and  immediately  made  a  free 
incifion,  bathing  the  arm  afterwards  in  warm 
water,  and  fuffering  the  wound  to  bleed  a  confix 
derable  quantity.  On  the  7th,  a  great  deal  of 
matter  was  difcharged  from  the  laft  incifion,  tho* 
not  of  a  good  conftftence.  The  dreflings  were 
light  and  gentle,  and  an  emollient  fomentation 
and  poultice  ufed  as  at  firft.  The  pulfe  being 
full,  Repet .  v.  f  this  day  likewife  I  perceived, 
that  there  was  a  communication  between  the  two 
incifions,  the  matter  running  under  the  carpal 
ligament,  and  flowing  equally  out  of  both  wounds 
upon  preflfure  made  betwixt  them.  On  the  8th 
and  9th,  the  fwe  ling  being  conflderably  abated, 
comprefles  dipped  in  brandy  were  applied  all 
along  the  arm,  with  a  moderate  bandage,  fo  con¬ 
trived  as  to  endeavour  to  promote  a  union  of 
parts  at  the  wrift,  being  unwilling  to  divide  the 
carpal  ligament.  The  fever  was  abated,  and  the 
patient  continued  taking  the  Cortex,  Finding, 
after  three  or  four  days  trial  that  it  was  impradti- 
cable  to  unite  the  parts  at  the  wrift,  and  prevent 
the  communication  between  the  two  wounds,  I 
refolved  at  length  to  lay  the  whole  open.  In  this 
operation,  as  the  finus  ran  very  deep,  I  was  ap- 
prehenflve  of  wounding  the  ulnar  artery,  from 
which  accident,  in  the  bad  ftate  of  health  of  the 
patient,  fome  difagreeable  confequences  might 
enfue.  And  befldes,  the  integuments  and  all  the 
parts  were  fo  fwelled  and  indurated,  that  it  was 

K  z  difficult 
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difficult  to  diftinguifh  one  from  another  a  eir- 
cumftance  which  frequently  occurs  in  praftice, 
fometimes  puzzling  the  niceft  and  moft  accurate 
anatomical  fkill,  which  cannot  then  fo  exactly 
determine  the  fituation  or  courfe  of  thofe  veffels, 
which  we  would  with  to  avoid  wounding  for  fe- 
veral  reafons.  The  direftor  (an  infbrument  not 
fo  much  in  ufe  as  formerly)  was  caution  fly  intro¬ 
duced,  and  an  incifion  made  the  whole  length  of 
the  finus,  laying  both  wounds  entirely  into  one, 
attended  with  a  copious  but  not  dangerous  hae- 
morhage.  Thus  the  work  was  now  fairly  corn- 
pleated,  and  the  management  of  the  cafe  depended 
upon  eafier  principles.  On  the  third  day  after 
the  operation,  the  draftings  were  in  part  removed, 
fuch  as  come  readily  off,  leaving  t;  e  reft  to  be 
loofened  by  the  difcharge,  which  appeared  very 

favourable.  No  material  difficulty  afterwards  oc^ 

# 

curred,  and  the  wound  was  healed  in  due  time 
by  mild  applications,  affifted  by  proper  bandage. 
The  patient  fuffered  no  inconvenience  from  the 
divifion  of  the  carpal  ligament,  and  notwithftand- 
ing  fome  tendons  were  laid  bare,  he  recovered 
the  perfect  ufe  of  his  hand. 

In  moft  cafes  of  the  Paronychia ,  the  lymphatic 
veffels  from  the  finger  to  the  axillary  gland  are 
affefled  with  fwelling  and  pain,  which  fymptoms 
abate  in  proportion  as  the  fever  is  fubdued.  In¬ 
deed  the  lymphatic  fyftem  may  be  difordered, 
both  from  internal  and  external  caufes,  producing 
in  that  fyftem  fimilar  effetfts,  tho5  operating  differ-^ 
ently  upon  the  body.  In  one  cafe,  the  virus  or  acrL 

tno  q, 
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mony  already  predominant  in  the  habit,  may  be 
returned  into  the  blood  by  abforption  of  matter 
from  any  wound  or  ulcer,  in  a  bad  ftate :  in  the 
other,  the  lymphatics  become  the  vehicle,  by 
which  fome  external  poifon  is  conveyed  to  the 
habit.  Thus  we  fee  in  old  ulcers,  attended  with 
inflammation  and  pain,  from  fome  difeafe  in  the 
conftitution,  that  the  whole  leg  will  frequently 
fwell,  the  difcharge  will  fuddenly  be  abforbed, 
the  neighbouring  glands  be  inflamed,  and  a  fever 
in  confequence  arife.  Again  we  may  obferve, 
that  by  the  fmallefl:  pundture,  the  poifon  infufed, 
either  from  venemous  infedts  and  animals,  or  by 
introducing  the  variolous  infedtion,  will  immedi¬ 
ately  affedt  the  lymphatic  veflels  and  glands,  and 
foon  afterwards  be  poured  into  the  blood.  Thefe 
circumftances  are  mentioned  to  excite  the  attention 
of  young  pradtitioners,  that  they  may  be  enabled 
to  account  for  thofe  various  fymptoms  and  ap¬ 
pearances,  occurring  in  all  cafes,  wherein  the 
lymphatic  fyftem  is  concerned,  the  number  of 
which  is  very  great,  and  to  fliew  the  neceflity  of 
underftanding  well  the  nature,  ufe,  and  courfe  of 
thofe  veflels,  exprefsly  mentioned  by  Hoffman > 
and  (waving  all  difputes  about  the  firfl  difco- 
very  of  them)  extremely  well  illuftrated  by  Dr. 
Hunter * 

It 

*  In  refpecl  to  the  nature  and  ufe  of  the  lymphatics,  I 
think  that  whatever  is  neceffary  to  be  known  about  them, 
at  leaft  as  far  as  relates  to  practice,  may  be  found  in 
Bartholin  and  Hoffman,  particularly  the  latter.  His  defcrip- 
tiorj  pf  them  is  fo  accurate*  that  I  cannot  help  quoting  fome 

paflages 
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It  is  now  time  to  conclude  this  article,  having 
fufficiently  explained  the  caufe  and  the  progrefs 
of  the  Paronychia ,  in  all  its  ftages.  Cafes  indeed 
may  differ  in  fome  particulars,  but  the  general 
principles  will  remain  the  fame.  If  it  fhould  be 
remarked,  that  this  feems  a  matter  too  trifling  to 
deferve  fo  much  notice ;  I  would  urge  that  argu¬ 
ment  as  the  very  reafon  for  dwelling  fo  long  upon 
it.  When  real  danger  lurks  concealed  under  a 
fpecious  or  flight  external  appearance,  then  it 

paflages  from  it ;  indeed,  whoever  reads  the  whole  chapter 
will  not  be  very  folicitous  concerning  the  merits  of  a  late 
controverfy,  nor  perhaps,  will  he  fuppofe  that  either  of  the 
difputants  can  have  any  juft  claim  to  originality,  or  to  the 
title  of  firlt  difcoverers. 

Duplex  eft  origo  vaforum  lymphaticorum,  quaedam  ex 
ipfis  arteriis  prodeunt,  alia  ex  porofa  &  cellulofa  partium  fub-» 
jiantia  nafcuntur. 

Lymphatica  quae  ex  partium  fuhjiantia  oriuntur,  aquofant 
fucci  nutritii  partem  reforbent  ac  revehunt  ad  cor. 

Quia  lymphatica  vafa  ex  fuhjiantia  partium  nalcuntur, 
quae  ibi  fubfiftentem  aquofam  partem  revehunt :  hinc  dari 
‘  ratio  poteft,  quare  ab  ufu  fortiorum  purgantium  vel  diure- 
ticorum,  in  cache&icis  copiofum  humidum  ibi  fubftftens  ia 
hos  canales  reforberi  8c  per  inteftinorum  glandulas  expurgari 

Revehunt  vero  omnia  lymphatica  ex  univerfo  corpore 
lympham  fuam  ad  capfulam  lumbarem  &  chyliferum  duclpm> 
in  quern  fe  oxonerant. 

Cum  omnia  vafa  lymphatica  revehunt  lympham  a  cir- 
cumferentia  ad  centrum,  omnis  autem  regrelfus  propter 
afcenlum  perpendicularem,  prasfertim  ex  partibus  remote 
oribus  contra  naturam  8c  valde  difficilis  eft ;  hinc  fapientif- 
fimus  opifex  multa  ordinavit  adjumenta,  quce  lymphs  pro* 
greifum  facilitant. 

Hojfm.  Lib .  I,  Seft.  it,  c.  Hi.  p.  57,  58. 

* 
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certainly  is  more  incumbent  on  us  to  give 
fair  warning,  and  to  explain  the  future  confe- 
quences,  that  no  blame  be  imputed  to  our  con¬ 
duct  and  management.  As  to  thofe  cafes  of 
greater  importance,  where  the  danger  is  evident, 
the  friends  of  the  patient  will  not  be  furprized  if 
the  worfl  fhould  happen,  being  fufficiently  prepa¬ 
red  for  the  event. 


Of  a  Fever,  jrcm  ob ft  rutted  Perforation. 

t  '  >  *j  t 

T  HERE  is  not  perhaps  in  any  fcience  a  word 
or  term  of  more  general  ufe,  or  extenfive 
fignification  than  that  of  Fever,  as  it  occurs  in 
medical  writings.  In  refpect  to  the  original  fenfe 
and  meaning  of  it,  amongft  the  antients,  defcri- 
bed  by  Hippocrates ,  by  the  word  Fire ,  and  ex¬ 
plained  by  others,  as  denoting  an  increafe  of  heat 
and  velocity  in  the  motion  of  the  blood,  the  idea 
is  fimple  and  intelligible  enough.  But  when  we 
confider  the  infinite  variety  of  caufes  and  effefts 
thence  produced,  names,  periods,  and  diftinfti- 
ons  to  be  met  with  in  authors,  it  would  require 
many  volumes  to  explain  the  theory  of  Fevers,  or 
to  give  an  epitome  of  the  works  of  the  antients 
only  upon  this  comprehenfive  fubjedl.  A  fyftem 
of  this  nature  far  exceeds  the  limits  of  this  little 
work,  and  the  abilities  of  the  author.  To  cob 
left  under  one  head  all  that  is  ufeful  upon  this 
occafion,  would  be  an  undertaking  worthy  of 

the 
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the  moll  able  and  experienced  phyfician.  To 
range  only  the  names  of  thofe  who  have  treated 
of  Fevers  in  chronological  order,  deduced  from 
Hippocrates  to  the  prefent  time,  would  be  no  dif¬ 
ficult  talk  *,  and  perhaps  fomething  of  this  kind 
may  be  done  in  the  courfe  of  this  undertaking* 
interfperfed  with  a  few  remarks,* 

Notwithstanding  the  greateft  praife  is  due  to 
human  induftry,  employed  in  labours  and  re- 
fearches,  tending  to  promote  the  welfare  of  man¬ 
kind  *,  yet  there  are  many  voluminous  writers  from 
whofe  works  the  fcience  of  healing  hath  not  re¬ 
ceived  advantages  equal  to  the  bulk  of  them* 
Before  the  circulation  of  the  blood  was  known* 
all  phyfical  fyftems  muft  have  been  imperfect. 
Great  capacity,  extenfive  learning,  and  indefati¬ 
gable  induftry,  were  undoubtedly  difplayed  in 
many  antient  performances,  before  Harvey  ap¬ 
peared,  and  yet  that  grand  difcovery  was  want- 

*  Gafpar  Bindonus ,  in  a  work  printed  at  Ve?iice ,  in  15751 
liath  given  an  account  of  the  antient  writers  upon  Fevers, 
both  Greeks,  Arabians,  and  Latins,  viz.  Hippocrates , 
Galenus ,  Paulus  JEgineta ,  Alexander  Trallianus ,  JEtiusy 
Orihajlusy  Nonius  Medicus ,  Greeks.  Avicenna,  Razis ,  Abi- 
meron  Avenzoar ,  Averrois ,  Ifaac ,  Serapion ,  Haly  Abbatisy 
AcluariuSy  Arabians.*  Corn .  Celfusy  Serenus ,  P  Uni  us  Se- 
aindusy  Gariopontus ,  Conjlantinus  Africanus ,  Bernardinus  Gor~ 
doniusy  Petrus  de  Abano ,  Arnaldus  de  V Ulanov  a,  Pbilonius9 
Nicolaus  Nicolus,  Latins. 

The  publifher  of  this  book,  together  with  the  names  of 
the  authors  here  mentioned,  hath  given  a  very  ufefui  com¬ 
pendium  of  their  practice  and  opinions ;  and  upon  the  whole 
it  is  a  work  of  great  merit. 

D 
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ing,  and  coniequently  many  of  thofe  improve¬ 
ments  never  thought  of,  which  have  fince  been 
made,  reflefting  the  greateft  honour  on  that  noble 
invention,  and  its  immortal  author. 

But  although  the  advantages  which  the  medi¬ 
cal  art  hath  received  from  Harvey  $  labours,  are 
numerous  and  evident,*  and  many  able  men  by 
purfuing  the  clue  pointed  out  by  that  great  ge¬ 
nius,  have  more  accurately  examined,  and  more 
clearly  explained  the  ftrudture  and  offices  of  ie- 
veral  organs  in  the  human  body,  (being  animated 
by  his  example,-}-)  yet  we  are  far  from  arriving 

at 

A  diligent  perufal  of  the  works  of  Harvey,  is  indifpen- 
fably  neceffary  for  every  young  practitioner. 

44  f  Dr.  Harvey  fir  It  published  upon  the  motion  of  the 
4  heart  and  blood,  at  Francfort,  1628  ;  about  which  time, 

4  Afelli  of  Milan ,  alfo  publifhed  his  difcovery  of  the  lac- 
4  teals  in  a  dog.  Pecquet  of  Paris,  wrote  on  the  receptacle 
4  and  duct  of  the  chyle,  in  1651,  that  had  been  defcribed 
4  before  him  by  Euftachio.  Bills  and  Jolijf,  efpied  the  lym- 
1  phatic  veffels  in  165  a,  which  had  been  tranfiently  feen 
4  upon  the  liver  before  them,  by  Afelli.  Wharton  in  1656, 

4  Steno  in  1662,  and  Nuck  in  1690,  dived  into  the  glan- 
4  dules  in  general.  Swammerdam  in  1664,  and  De  Graaf 
4  in  1668,  examined  the  parts  of  Generation  j  Harvey  in 
4  1651,  Needham  in  1666,  Hoboken  in  1669,  and  Kerkring 
4  in  1670,  the  foetus  and  its  appertinents.  Gliffon  illuflra- 
4  ted  the  liver  in  1664  ;  Verfung  in  1643,  and  De  Graaf  in 
4  1664,  the  pancreas.  Ruyfch  in  1665,  the  fpleen  and 
4  lymphatics.  Willis  in  1664,  Vieufens  in  1685,  and  Rid- 
4  ley  in  1695,  the  brain  and  nerves,  while  Ruyfch  went  on 
4  with  the  blood  veffels.  Willis  in  1673,  and  Peyer  in 
4  1677,  fcrutinized  the  ftomach  and  inteltines.  Bellini  in 
4  1662,  and  Malphigi  in  1 666,  the  kidneys.  Borelli  and 
‘  Lower  in  1669,  the  heart.  Highmore  in.  1651,  Schneider 

L  44  in 
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at  the  fummit  of  perfection  in  this  fcience.  The¬ 
ories  in  general  have  been  fpun  too  fine.,  fy Items 
have  been  multiplied  too  much,  and  fome  per¬ 
formances,  tho5  celebrated  for  ingenuity  and  ele¬ 
gance,  have  not  been  fo  fatisfactory  as  we  could 
wifh,  while  others  have  failed  anfwering  the  pur- 
pofes  of  inftrudtion  on  account  of  their  tediouf- 
nefs,  and  want  of  perfpicuity.  Thefe  errors  fu¬ 
ture  writers  fihould  endeavour  to  avoid,  by  culti¬ 
vating  that  fimplicity  which  nature  delights  in  ( 
for  in  truth  it  may  be  faid,  that  the  art  of  phyfic’ 
is  in  many  cafes  merely  conjectural -9  few,  very 
few  definitions  (in  regard  to  Fevers,  for  inftance) 
are  fufficient  to  give  a  juft  idea  of  the  v/hole  fy- 
ftem,  at  leaft  fuch  an  idea  as  can  be  ufeful,  or 
fuch  as  our  memories  will  be  able  to  retain. 

u  in  1665,  and  Co<wper  in  1698,  the  inner) nares.  Briggs, 
“  the  eye  in  1685  ;  and  Du<verney  in  1683,  ^e  organs  of 
“  hearing,  &c.  all  which,  with  leiTer  diicoveries  and  obfer- 
“  vations  you  will  find  worked  up  into  fyftems  of  the  la  ft 
li  age,  although  you  will  perceive  a  great  many  of  tho fe 
£C  fuppofed  new  difcoveries,  already  anticipated  above  an 
<£  age  befofe,  by  the  great  prince  of  anatomifts,  Eufiachio 

Haller's  Phyfiology,  in  trod,  p  68,  69,  70. 

From  this,  numerous  lift  it  appears  what  infinite  pains 
were  beftovved  by  the  phyficians  and  anatomifts,  living  in 
the  laft  century.  They  were  undoubtedly  animated  by  the 
ipirit  of  emulation  and  enthufiafm,  firft  excited  by  our  great 
countryman’s  difcovery,  and  fo  minute  have  been  their  en¬ 
quiries  and  refearches  into  every  part  of  the  human  body, 
that  little  remains  now  to  be  further  explained,  or  to  be 
added  to  their  labours,  efpecially  after  what  Dr.  Hunter 
hath  made  public  at  his  lectures.  To  his  fame,  as  an  ana- 
tomift  equal  to  any  that  has  yet  appeared,  my  teftimony 
can  be  no  addition. 


Above 
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Above  all,  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  human 
fabric,  and  a  diligent  obfervation  of  fadts  and 
cafes,  are  the  fureft  guides  to  excellence  in  this 
profeflion,  and  to  teach  us  rational  methods  of 
practice  in  the  curing  of  all  difeafes. 

It  is  obferved  by  fome  medical  writers,  that 
before  we  can  underftand  what  a  difeafe  is ,  we  ought 
to  know  in  what  perfect  health  confifts ;  this  por¬ 
tion  demonftrates  the  ufefulnefs  of  cultivating  the 
fcience  of  anatomy  in  all  its  various  branches, 
previous  to  our  undertaking  the  cure  of  difeafes  ; 
and  indeed  every  confideration  points  out  the  ab- 
folute  neceflity  of  obferving  this  rule  ;  for  it  mult, 
occur  to  every  man  who  confults  his  own  lafety, 
that  the  nature,  caufes,  and  fymptoms  of  difea¬ 
fes,  the  operation  of  medicines,  and  the  intention 
with  which  they  are  prefcribed,  can  never  be  pro¬ 
perly  underftood,  unlefs  by  thofe  who  have  ac¬ 
quired  a  due  knowledge  of  the  ftrudture  of  that 
noble  machine,  upon  which  all  medicines  are  de- 
figned  to  aft :  and  not  only  the  component 
parts  or  folids,  but  likewife  the  nature  of  the 
fluids,  the  laws  of  the  circulation,  the  different 
fecretions  and  excretions,  with  all  particulars  rela¬ 
tive  to,  or  depending  upon  them,  mult  be  made 
the  objects  of  our  attentive  ftudy,  and  a  fufHcient 
progrefs  made  in  thefe  enquiries,  before  we  pre¬ 
fume  to  meddle  with  difeafes.  Thus  we  fee  into 
what  an  extenfive  field  the  theory  of  fevers  would 
lead  us  ;  a  theory,  which  if  taken  in  its  urmoft 
extent,  would  require  us  to  explain  every  organ 

L  2  and 
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and  fecretion,  becaufe  in  fevers  almoft  all  of 
thefe  are  in  fome  fenfe  or  other  affedted.  But 
this  is  a  talk  too  arduous  for  our  prefent  purpofe, 
this  we  lhall  leave  to  anatomifts,  as  belonging  to 
their  province,  and  contenting  ourfelves  with  a 
few  familiar  obfervations,  oroceed  afterwards  to 
mention  fome  fadts,  which  may  more  fully  illus¬ 
trate  our  opinions. 

We  will  firfl  fuppofe  a  ftate  of  perfedt  health* 

In  this  all  the  organs  of  the  body  are  prefumed 

to  be  found,  and  to  perform  their  offices  without 

any  obftrudtion,  the  various  fecretions  are  carried 

on  uninterrupted,  the  blood  pure  and  unmixed 

with  heterogeneous  particles,  flows  ii  an  equal 

gentle  tide,  and  is  propelled  and  returned  by  the 

arteries  and  veins,  in  that  regular  courfe  ordained 

by  and  agreeable  to  nature;  the  refpiration  is 

free,  the  mufcles  are  pliable  and  adtive,  the  ap^ 

♦ 

petite  is  good,  the  fleep  refrefliing,  and  each 
fluid  continues  to  circulate  in  its  proper  channel, 
and  in  that  only.  With  this  happy  temperament 
of  body  the  mind  likewife  concurs,  and  preferves 
itielf  calm,  ferene,  and  compofed,  not  agitated 
by  any  paffion,  nor  too  much  engaged  in  any 
purfuit.  By  the  mind  we  mean  that  active  prin¬ 
ciple,  or  immortal  intelligence,  (call  it  what  you 
pleafe)  which  is  intimately  conjoined,  and  co¬ 
operates  with  the  body,  by  means  of  its  grand 
inftrument  the  encephalon  and  the  nerves  thence 
arifing.  It  mutually  adts  upon,  and  is  actuated 
by  the  corporeal  organs.  And  thus  temperance 
and  health  in  the  body,  and  right  reafon  and  phi- 
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lofophy  in  the  mind,  together  form  the  mod  per¬ 
fect  date  of  human  felicity  to  which  we  can  pof- 
fibly  arrive ;  and  to  redore  the  difeafed  conditu- 
tion  to  this  happy  date,  is  the  highed  degree  of 
knowledge,  and  the  greated  honour  to  which  a 
phyfician  can  afpire. 

This  is  the  true  definition  of  health,  taken  in  its 
utmod  latitude,  and  whatever  didurbs  this  fydem 
conditutes  a  difeafe  in  its  fird  principles.  What¬ 
ever  caufe  accelerates  the  motion  of  the  blood,  or 
increafes  the  heat  of  it  beyond  the  due  medium, 
is  properly  fpeaking,  a  Fever,  or  the  Fire ,  fo  de¬ 
nominated  by  Hippocrates  *,  an  effect  which  may 
be  produced  from  infinitely  various  caufes,  from 
fome  pafllon  of  the  mind,  from  excefs  of  muffu- 
lar  motion,  from  intemperance  and  other  errors 
in  the  non-naturals,  and  a  thoufand  different  cir- 
cumdances  too  tedious  to  be  here  enumerated. 
Our  anatomical  knowledge,  and  the  idea  we  may 
be  luppofed  from  thence  to  have  entertained  of 
the  date  of  perfect  health,  in  the  body  and  all 
its  organs,  will  diffidently  indrucl  us  to  account 
for  thefe  phenomena,  otherwife  unintelligible. 
For  indance,  when  we  find  after  fevere  exercife 
and  fatigue,  that  a  fever  is  excited  with  heat, 
third,  and  pain  in  the  bones  •,  this  we  (hall  natu¬ 
rally  fuppofe  to  arife  in  confequence  of  the  vafcu- 
lar  texture  of  all  parts  in  the  body,  even  the  bones 
themfelves  being  pervious*,  into  the  ferous  vef- 
fels  of  which,  the  blood  by  the  attrition  of  the 
muffles  is  violently  propelled,  occafioning  the 
tender  tubes  to  be  too  much  didended,  irritating 

the 
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the  nervous  extremities  fpread  upon  the  perio- 
fteum  and  other  membranes,  and  thereby  exci¬ 
ting  inflammation  and  pain.  This  extreme  is 
cured  by  its  contrary  :  reft  relieves  labour.  But 
labour  often  repeated,  and  long  continued,  pro¬ 
duces  by  the  fame  caufes,  many  inconveniencies 
which  are  more  iafting :  to  thefe  caufes  we  may 
iuftly  afcribe  the  rheumatic  pains,  the  rigidity  and 
ftiffnefs  in  the  joints  and  limbs,  more  generally 
obfervable  amongft  hard  working  people  :  becaufe 
the  fmaller  vefiels  becoming  obftrudted,  and  the 
glandular  lubricating  juices  fecreted  in  the  joints 
much  wafted  by  labour,  of  courfe  motion  is  im¬ 
peded.  And  perhaps,  on  account  of  the  greater 
refiftance  which  is  made  to  the  circulation  and 
momentum  of  the  blood  from  obftructed  canals. 
Fevers  in  thefe  fubjects  prove  more  dangerous  and 
obftinate.  Labourers  indeed,  poflefs  more  ftrength 
and  firmnefs  in  their  fibres  and  vefiels,  but  lefs 
flexibility  :  on  the  contrary  we  find  in  delicate 
habits,  that  fevers  (I  mean  primi  generis  from  an 
increafed  velocity  of  the  motion  of  the  blood  only, 
and  not  in  nervous  cafes)  are  cured  with  greater 
facility  and  ’  expedition,  becaufe  the  vefiels  are 
more  previous,  and  the  fibres  lefs  rigid. 

The  primary  principle  then,  or  caufe  from 
which  fimple  fevers  are  generated,  appears  to  be 
owing  to  an  increafed  motion,  and  confequently 
heat  in  the  blood  -9*  this  we  fee  may  be  excited 

by 

*  This  by  forming  obflrudliorrs  in  the  minima  vafa ,  fee  ms 
to  furnifh  us  with  the  moft  natural  definition  of  a  Fever,  and 

nearly 
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by  exercife,  which,  tho’  very  necefiary  for  the 
prefervation  of  health,  and  for  promoting  the  ani¬ 
mal  fecretions,  yet  being  profecuted  to  an  ex¬ 
treme,  or  too  long  continued,  occafions  thofe  in- 
conveniencies,  which  we  have  been  fpeaking  of. 
But  tho’  man  fulfers  in  this  refpedl  by  his  labour, 
we  fhall  find  that  he  is  infinitely  more  injured  by 
his  luxury.  For  an  intemperate  indulgence  either 
in  food  or  liquor,  will  certainly  difturb  that  even 
regular  circulation,  which  we  have  defcribed  as 
the  juft  criterion  of  health,  and  will  be  productive 
of  dangerous  confequences,  by  creating  a  pletho¬ 
ra,  that  deftrudtive  fource  of  mifchief  and  difeafe 
to  the  conftitution.  This  will  be  more  clearly 
demonllrated,  if  we  obferve,  that  even  after  a 

nearly  correfponds  to  the  Boerba'vian  fyftem.  Hoffman's 
doctrine  of  fpafms  is  not  To  confonant  to  reafon ;  he  fays, 
“  Mihi  itaque  ad  veritatem  accommodate  fic  definienda  vi- 
detur  febris  :  quod  fit  fpafmodica  univerfi  fyftematis  ner- 
“  vofi  &  vafculofi  affettio ,  junfta  cum  omnium  in  corpore 
fun&ionum  lsefione,  orta  a  caufa  nervcfas  partes  ad  inten- 
“  Jtorem  contraeiionem  irritante ,  ita  quidem,  ut  accedente 
“  ipfa,  fluida  vitalia  primum  ad  interiora,  cor  &  majora 
“  vafa  ab  externo  ambitu  agantur,  &  poftea,  au&a  cordis 
“  Sc  arteriorum  fyftole,  celeriter  cum  aeftu  per  ftriftiora  vafa 
Ci  iterum  extrorfum  pellantur,  donee  fpafmo  laxato  excrc- 
i(  tiones  fuccedant  &  febris  definat.” 

Hoffm .  tom.  2.  par.  i.  pag.  g. 
I  fhould  fuppofe  that  the  effect  of  the  nerves  upon  the  ar¬ 
terial  fyitem,  in  quickening  the  motion  of  the  contained 
fluid,  is  not  fo  often  the  caufe  of  fevers  as  meer  plethora, 
independant  of  the  action  of  the  encephalon.  We  well 
know  that  the  mind  cannot  always  command  or  fufpend  the 
motion  of  the  heart,  which  in  general  performs  its  fyitole 
and  dialtole,  fua  <vi  &  arbitrio. 


temperate  • 
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temperate  meal  the  circulation  is  confiderably 
quickened,  by  the  chyle  being  poured  into  the 
blood  ;  for  which  reafon  the  wifdom  of  the  anti- 
ents  delivered  a  caution  againft  the  ufe  of  exer- 
cife  immediately  after  eating,  becaufe  from  thefe 
two  concurring  circumftances,  the  motion  of  the 
blood  would  be  fo  much  increafed  as  to  defeat 
the  purpofe  of  nutrition,  and  bring  on  many  other 
inconveniences  and  difeafes.  If  therefore  a  tem¬ 
porary  fever  is  produced  in  confequence  of  mode¬ 
rate  eating,  tho’  of  the  fimpleii  food  :  what  in¬ 
numerable  mifchiefs  mufl  arife  Lorn  that  luxury 
which  difgraces  our  modern  tables  ?  how  many 
difeafes  mufl:  unavoidably  fpring  from  the  excef- 
live  ufe  of  fermented  liquors  ?  how  much  mull 
the  body  be  debilitated,  not  only  by  that  fcanda- 
lous  indolence  and  effeminacy  too  frequently  found 
amongft  the  youth  of  thefe  times,  but  that  vitia¬ 
ted  tafte,  which  inftead  of  fatisfying  nature,  is 
perpetually  feeking  for  high- feafoned  dainties? 

The  number  of  thofe  who  fall  vidtims  to  lux¬ 
ury,  who*  facrifice  their  time,  their  health,  and 
themfelves  to  that  foul  idol,  is  incredible,  is  in¬ 
finite :  To  defcribe  the  variety  of  difeafes  brought 
upon  the  human  body  from  this  caufe,  would  be 
an  endlefs  talk.  I  fhall  therefore  only  beg  leave 
to  quote  fome  paifages  out  of  Haller ,  which  will 
give  a  fufficient  idea  of  the  confequences  of  in¬ 
temperance,  even  to  thofe  who  do  not  belong  to 
the  profefiion  of  phyfic,  and  as  this  work  may 
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happen  to  fall  into  their  hands,  it  is  hoped  that 
the  note  will  not  be  unacceptable.* 

Amongfl 

# 

*  44  A  Plethora  varies  in  its  confequent  effects,  according 

*  to  its  quantity  or  degree,  its  extent  or  feat,  and  the  time 
4  it  has  continued.  A  chylous  plethora  foon  breeds  one 

*  that  is  fanguine,  as  that  does  one  which  is  ferous  or  lym~ 
‘  phatic ;  and  that  by  degrees  unravels  all  orders  of  the 
4  web-like  or  cellular  drata,  furrounding  the  nerves  and 
4  the  lead  veffels,  with  the  whole  compages  of  the  vifcera. 
4  The  generative  or  productive  caufcs  may  be  reducible  to 
4  two  heads :  including  (i.)  thofe  which  make  more  chyle 
4  and  blood  than  are  neceffary  for  the  fex,  age,  or  occu- 

*  pation  ;  fuch  are  a  ftrong  ftomach,  bowels,  and  liver, 
4  joined  with  codivenefs ;  foods  and  drinks  highly  nourifh- 
4  ing  taken  too  copioufly  or  too  often  in  the  day ;  an  effe- 
4  minacy  in  the  habit,  make,  or  proportion  of  the  body  of 
4  man,  or  thofe  which  are  natural  to  a  woman,  to  which 
4  add  a  fanguine  temperament,  and  a  Ihort  dature.  (2) 

4  Thofe  which  dimini/h  the  circular  motion,  triture,  and 
4  expulfion  of  the  blood  and  juices  once  formed  :  fuch  as 
4  an  effeminate  weaknefs  of  the  nervous,  vafcular,  and 
4  cellular  fydems  ;  a  rigid  or  fenile  inertia  ;  a  deficiency  of 
4  nervous  juices,  either  in  quantity  or  quality  ;  a  reclufe, 

4  inadlive,  or  fedentary  life  ;  a  carelefs  difpofition  of  mind, 

4  with  too  much  indulgence  of  deep ;  or  laftly,  any  ac- 
4  cudomary  difcharges  too  fuddeniy  dopped,  diminidied, 

4  or  neglected. 

44  The  preceding  caufes  may  indeed  accumulate  too  great 
4  a  quantity  of  good  juices  in  the  cellular  fydem  and  lead 
4  veffels,  fo  as  to  produce  a  latent  plethora,  that  may  gra- 
4  dually  vitiate  the  whole  habit,  by  a  cachexia  or  caco- 
4  chymia  ;  but  if  this  dormant  fullnefs  be  too  fuddeniy  ex- 
4  cited,  or  driven  from  the  fmaller  veffels  and  dagnant 
4  cells,  into  the  larger  trunks,  which  have  a  much  lefs 
4  ratio  of  capacity  than  the  capillaries ;  it  will  then  be  an 
4  excited  plethora,  which  may  be  fuddeniy  fatal,  by  ex- 
4  erting  its  violence  on  fome  of  the  important  vifcera,  if 
4  not  timely  relieved  by  the  lancet,  with  other  evacuations 

*  and  revulfions.  &uch  a  fullnefs  without  artificial  evacu- 

M  44  ations. 
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Amongft  the  many  ill  efredts  arifing  from  a 
plethora,  let  me  here  mention  a  few  circumftan- 

ces 

££  ations,  can  only  be  removed  by  exercife,  gradually  in* 
££  creafed,  with  a  fubtradion  from  the  diet,  as  thofe  well 
“  know  who  deal  in  line  horfes ;  having  learned  by  expe- 
£C  rience,  the  fatal  effeds  of  removing  them  fuddenly  from 
<£  long  reft,  to  violent  or  fwift  labour,  which  if  not  pre* 
“  fently  fatal,  feldom  goes  over  without  leaving  flaggers, 
st  bad  wind,  or  a  confumptive  pining  from  injured  bowels.5* 

After  enumerating  the  exciting  caufes  of  a  plethora,  our 
author  proceeds  to  mention  the  effeds  of  it,  thus,  “  Let 
££  us  then  firft  endeavour  to  reckon  up  the  effeds  of  a  dor- 
££  mant  plethora,  as  near  as  we  can,  in  the  order  they 
£<  ftand  conneded,  or  are  produdive  one  of  another:  fuch 
£<  are  an  impediment  of  the  circulations,  Secretions,  and 
£<  excretions,  throughout  the  whole  habit :  too  great  a  di- 
* ‘  ftenfion  and  unravelling  of  the  cellular  fabric,  leaft  vef- 
fels  and  nerves,  wherever  they  are  the  moll  lax,  and  re- 
£<  turn  the  leaft  adion  upon  the  fluids ;  thence  a  weaknefs 
g(  in  the  contradile  fpring,  or  tone  of  the  folids,  and  of 
£<  their  mufcular  nervous  force  likewife.  From  thence  the 
££  juices  by  degrees  contrad  a  cold  vifcidity,  thence  arifes 
££  a  chilly  leucophlegmatic  habit,  and  a  cold  fcurvy  that 
**  may  end  in  a  fatal  wafting  or  dropfy.  From  the  faid 
££  caufes  enfue  a  ftupidity  of  the  mental,  and  a  lazinefs  of 
“  all  the  bodily  faculties,  with  a  perpetual  inclination  to 
“  dozing  and  fteep :  the  fkin  appears  livid,  bloated,  and 
“  oedematous ;  the  pulfe  is  weak,  flow  and  foft ;  the  eyes 
££  fwelled,  watery,  and  red  without  heat,  impatient  of  the 
i(  leaft  cold  wind,  efpecially  upon  lirft  ariling  in  a  morning  ; 
££  the  blood  too  poor,  loofe,  or  ferous,  produdive  of  an 
£<  infinite  variety  of  difeafes. 

£<  The  confequent  fymptoms,  figns,  or  effeds  of  a  dor- 
<£  mant  plethora,  excited  by  any  fudden  commotion  of  the 
£‘  nervous  or  arterial  fyftems,  are,  (i)  fpeedy  wearinefs^ 
(i  fhort  breathing,  and  a  fenfible  throbbing  of  the  arteries 
(i  throughout  the  body,  even  from  flight  exercife,  or  paf- 
t£  fions  of  the  mind,  or  other  motive  caufes.  (2)  A  tur- 

6*  gefcency 
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ces,  which  daily  obfervation  brings  before  our 
eyes.  I  mean  for  inftance  fuch  as  happen  in  thofe 

“  gefcency  of  the  veins  and  Ikin,  with  flufhings  of  the 
“  countenance.  (3)  A  pulfe  that  is  fomewhat  foft,  but 
<c  large  and  full,  and  very  labouring.  (4)  Erroneous 
“  llrayings  of  the  red  or  yellow  parts  of  the  blood,  into  the 
“  fmaller  white  vefiels  and  continuous  duCts,  which  ought 
“  to  refill  and  confine  them  within  the  fanguineous  fyllem  : 
“  {thus  we  fee  the  njcfels  in  the  face  give  way,  and  become 
“  filed  with  red  particles ,  on  account  of  the  increafed  ?notion  of 
il  blood  propelled  from  the  carotids  which  are  nearer  the  heart,  and 
**  confequently  more  forcibly  adling  upon  thefe  parts ].  (3)  An- 
“  guilh  or  opprelfion  in  the  vifcera  that  furround  the  heart, 
“  and  periodical  pains  chiefly  about  the  head,  back,  fides, 
“  or  joints,  either  rheumatic  or  hyllerical.  (6)  Morbid, 
“  colliquative,  and  weakening  difcharges  from  flight  fpaftic 

commotions  of  the  mind,  exercifes  of  the  body,  and 
“  fmall  excefles  in  the  non-naturals.  (7)  Continual  fevers, 
<c  or  local  inflammations.  (8)  Lethargic,  apoplectic,  pa- 
“  ralytic,  convulfive,  chronical,  and  nervous  diforders  of 
<c  various  kinds. 

“  In  refpeCt  to  the  cure — the  generating  caufes  call  for 
<(  correction  by  their  contraries  gradually  introduced,  and 
“  as  gradually  abated,  after  the  cure  is  confirmed  ;  in  which 
u  lies  one  of  the  molt  important  branches  of  Ikill  in  the  art 
€t  of  healing :  but  the  exciting  caufes,  to  prevent  fudden 
“  and  fatal  effeCls,  require  to  be  quelled  immediately,  by 
“  blood-letting,  cupping,  lenient  purging,  and  revulflons 
“  from  the  important  parts  more  immediately  affeCled,  by 
“  blilters,  iflues,  clyflers,  &c.  let  the  fleep  and  diet  be 
f<  gradually  leflened,  efpecially  in  Summer,  and  the  exer- 
“  cifes  of  body  proportionably  increafed ;  only  obferve 
“  here,  that  fuch  as  cannot  confine  their  appetite  to  a  fmall 
“  quantity,  i.  e.  to  ufe  aliments  lefs  nourilhing,  as  are  all 
“  thofe  preferved  by  fait,  vinegar,  fpices,  &c.  the  wines 
“  dry,  Florence,  Old  Hoc  or  Rhenilh,  reduced  by  degrees 
“  to  a  moderate  quantity,  and  qualified  with  water,  either 
“  drank  feparately  or  in  commixture. 

Haller's  Phifiolog.  vol.  1.  pag.  352,  &C.  Paffim , 

M  2  people. 
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people,  who  drink  too  much  of  what  is  called 
mild  malt  liquor,  efpecially  by  taking  it  (lowly 
into  the  ftomach,  and  fitting  a  long  time  over  it, 
fo  that  almofl  every  drop  of  this  glutinous  com- 
pofltion,  enters  into  the  ladteal  veifels  *,  in  confe- 
quence  of  which,  a  Plethora  of  the  word  kind  is 
generated,  manifefting  itfelf  by  a  reduncancy  of 
humours  in  all  the  glandular  fyftems,  by  infarc- 
tions  of  the  lungs,  obftrudtion  in  the  liver,  and 
other  hypochonclraical  vifcera  :  in  thefe  cafes  the 
cellular  fubftance  is  too  much  increafed  and  in¬ 
flated,  the  breathing  is  rendered  difficult,  muf- 
cular  motion  impeded,  and  the  whole  body  foon 
lofes  its  activity  and  its  gracefulnefs  •,  for  the  un¬ 
happy  followers  of  this  cuftom  become  bloated 
and  dropflcal,  rendering  their  lives  ufelefs  to  fociety, 
and  burthenfome  to  themfelves.  Befides,  the  bad 
erfedts  of  this  diftempered  habit  will,  appear  more 
alarming,  if  we  confider,  that  at  a  certain  time 
of  iife,  when  animal  growth  ceafes,  there  is  a  na¬ 
tural  difpofltion  in  the  body  to  an  increafmg  fat- 
nefs,  which  in  itfelf  will  fometimes  be  produc¬ 
tive  of  difeafes,  and  therefore  the  inconveniences 
arifing  from  it,  are  in  every  refpedt  made  worfe, 
if  we  add  to  this  load  by  our  intemperance,  in- 
ftead  of  diminiffiing  it  by  exercife,  that  bed:  pre¬ 
fer  vative  of  health. 

Thus,  for  the  fake  of  inftrudting  the  juniors  in 
the.  profeffion,  and  for  the  amufement  of  thofe 
readers  who  do  not  belong  to  it,  we  have  at¬ 
tempted  to  give  a  plain  definition  of  a  Fever,  as 
an  increafe  of  heat,  or  of  that  equal  circulation 

©f 
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of  the  blood  and  humours,  in  which  perfect  health 
confifts,  as  excited  by  things,  which  tho’  in  them- 
felves  neceffary  to  animal  life  (fuch  as  bodily  mo, 
tion  and  food)  yet  if  they  exceed  the  due  bounds 
of  moderation,  mult  inevitably  prove  injurious  to 
the  body  :  and  again  we  have  fully  explained 
(from  Haller)  the  nature  of  a  plethora,  as  it  is 
occafioned  by  an  intemperance  in  eating  and 
drinking,  and  other  indulgencies,  and  which  proves 
fo  fruitful  a  fource  of  difeafes.  But  befides  thefe 
caufes,  which  are  principally  owing  to  our  own 
mifconduCt }  there  are  many  others  entirely  out 
of  our  power  to  controul,  and  which  the  moft 
prudent  care  for  our  health  cannot  always  enable 
us  to  fhun  :  Amongft  thefe  we  are  to  confider 
the  temperament  of  air,  fometimes  abounding 
with  noxious  particles:  and  another  accidental  cir- 
cumftance  of  great  moment,  happening  frequent¬ 
ly  and  unexpectedly,  which  is  an  obftruCted  per- 
fpiration,  the  conlequences  of  which  we  fhall 
briefly  relate. 

But  previous  to  o\ir  explaining  the  many  mifchiefs 
which  may  arife  from  the  perfpiration  being  ob- 
ftruCted,  it  is  neceffary  to  obferve  the  vaft  ufe  and 
importance  of  this  excretion,  a  fubjeCt  already 
amply  treated  upon  by  medical  writers,  particu¬ 
larly  Sanftorius ,  whole  computation  is,  that  it 
exceeds  in  quantity  all  others  of  the  body  put  to¬ 
gether.  And  that  it  is  defigned  to  carry  off  from 
the  blood,  many  particles  become  ufelefs,  and  even 
obnoxious,  there  is  no  reafon  to  doubt.  For  the 
imperfeCt  and  perilhable  ftate  of  the  human  body. 


96  The  MEDICAL  MISCELLANY. 

is  fubjedled  to  numberlefs  inconveniences  and  ne- 
cefTities,  which  require  various  fecretions  and  ex¬ 
cretions,  to  be  continually  carried  on  in  due  pro¬ 
portion  thro’  tubes  infinitely  minute,  the  leaf!  ob- 
ftru&ion  *  in  which  interrupts  the  animal  func¬ 
tions,  and  proves  deflruflivetohealth.  Confequent- 
lywe  find,  that  tnfenfibleperfpiration  thro’ the  pores 
of  the  fkin  is  of  the  utmofb  importance,  and  that 
whenever  a  check  is  given  to  it,  a  fever  immediately 
arifes,  attended  with  fymptoms,  varying  in  diffe¬ 
rent  conflitutions  from  athoufand  accidental  circum 
fiances,  which  it  is  impoffible  fully  to  enumerate, 
every  day  producing  frefh  inftances  in  practice. 

Examples  therefore  would  be  endlefs ;  and  in 
refpedt  to  the  forms  of  prefcription,  or  to  the  affif- 
tance  which  regimen  affords,  every  praflitioner 
knows  how  to  apply  them,  according  as  fymp¬ 
toms  require. 

On  Feb.  23, — A  young  lady  about  25  years 
of  age,  complained  of  fhiverings,  pains  in  the 
limbs,  and  afterwards  heat  and  third: ;  her  eyes 
looked  heavy,  her  pulfe  was  quick,  her  voice  al- 

*  Thus  we  obferve  in  old  age,  that  the  pores  of  the  ikin 
become  almoft  impervious,  and  the  juices  being  confined 
occafion  that  frequent  itching,  to  which  people  in  that 
ftage  of  life  are  fubjed.  *f  That  the  ufelefs  juices  are  not 
“  fufficiently  carried  off  in  old  age,  fays  Dr.  Mead ,  mani- 
<c  feftly  appears  from  the  diffedions  of  the  bodies  of  very 
“  old  people  ;  the  infides  of  their  arteries  being  fometimes 
u  found  offrfied  here  and  there,  whereby  they  had  almoft 
“  entirely  loft  their  fpringinefs:  and  the  orifices  of  the  na- 

tural  duds  are  often  obferved  to  be  quite  cartilaginous.” 

Mead’s  works,  4to.  p.  460. 

Vid.  Hojfm .  tom.  3.  fed.  1.  cap,  viik 
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tcred  in  confequence  of  the  Schneiderian  *  mem¬ 
brane  being  affeCted,  and  her  face  was  alternately 
pale  and  fluffed  :  the  catamenia  had  appeared  in 
due  quantity  about  a  week  before  •,  there  wfas  no¬ 
thing  remarkable  in  refpect  to  (tools  or  urine,  but 
her  Skin  was  rather  hot  and  dry^  and  her  tongue 
furred.  She  had  caught  cold  by  indifcreetly  ex¬ 
posing  herlelf  to  the  evening  air.  As  there  was 
no  ficknefs  at  the  (tomach,  the  firft  intention  of 
cure  was  to  excite  perfpiration ;  for  which  the 
following  mixture  was  ordered,  and  plentiful  di¬ 
lution  enjoined,  with  balm  tea,  weak  wine  wey, 
and  other  Small  liquors  warm. 

R  Spir.  Minderer.  Aq.  Menth.  Pip.  aa  5iS. 
Alex.  Simp.  3*1  v  Pulv.  Febrif.  Specif.  3fs  ; 
Syr.  BalSam  ^i  m.  fumat  cochl.  iii,  4ta’  vel 
6U’  quaqua  hora. 

The  Pulv.  Febrif.  Specif,  hath  already  been  re¬ 
commended, f  and  is  on  every  account  prefera¬ 
ble  to  the  Pulv.  contr.  comp,  or  the  Pulv.  Bezoard . 
or  indeed  any  other  of  thofe  fuppofed  febrifuges, 
becaufe  it  certainly  promotes  perfpiration  more 
effectually,  by  gently  irritating  the  Stomach  *,  and 
with  this  peculiar  advantage,  that  if  there  is  any 

“  *  Nimirum  quando  ex  conclavi  vaide  calefa&o,  vel  ex 
€c  lecto  calido,  in  auram  frigidiorem  fubito  concedimus, 
“  horrore  corpus  e  veltigio  corripitur,  id  fuppreffa  perfpira- 
“  tione ,  materia  acris  excrementitia  in  interiora  maximeq; 
tl  glandulofas  tunicas  faucium,  oris,  narium.  Sc  bronchio- 
4(  rum  verges,  tuffim,  coryzam,  defiuxiones,  Sc  febres  ca- 
“  tarrhales  conciliat.” 

Hoffm.  tom.  3.  left.  i.  cap.  viii.  p.  333. 

•f  Vid.  p.  72. 
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bile  or  offenfive  matter  in  the  firft  paflages,  it  is 
fare  to  be  difcharged  in  confequence  of  the  flight 
ficknefs  oecafioned  by  the  Tart .  Emet.  the  patient 
being  forewarned  of  its  effedt,  and  encouraged  to 
drink  Carduus  or  Camomile  tea,  to  afhft  the  ope¬ 
ration.  Sometimes  the  irritation  from  the  T art, 
Emet.  extends  to  the  inteflinal  tube,  and  produ¬ 
ces  a  ftool  or  two,  which  proves  equally  falutary 
with  the  other  both  happening  juft  as  nature  herfelf 
means  to  give  relief.  In  this  prefent  cafe,  how¬ 
ever  the  operation  was  by  fweat.  It  muft  here 
be  obferved,  that  a  warm  pediluvium  *  was  orde¬ 
red  at  night,  which  ought  to  be  a  conftant  prac¬ 
tice  in  fevers,  and  which  is  juftly  recommended 
by  eminent  phyficians,  as  many  advantages  are 
derived  from  it,  efpecially  when  ufed  at  the  firft 
accefs  of  heat,  generally  coming  on  towards 
evening. 

Feb.  24,  the  patient  complained  of  a  pain  in 
the  fide,  to  remedy  which,  twelve  ounces  of  blood 
were  taken  away  •,  this  appeared  to  be  in  a  fizy 
ftate  *,  the  'fever  however  was  not  increafed,  and 
as  the  mixture  prefcribed  agreed  well,  fhe  conti¬ 
nued  the  ufe  of  it  at  proper  intervals.  Towards 

*  “  Licet  autem  pediluvia  tantum  infimis  &  extremis  cor- 
44  poribus  admoveautur,  eorum  tamen  virtus  longe  latequefe 
“  diffundit  &  graves  in  remotis  etiam  partibus  morbos  levat. 
e‘  Dum  enim  humore  illo  calido  foventur  pedes,  nervofar, 
<(  tendinofse,  ac  mufculofas  in  iis  fibr?e  ex  quibus  intercur- 
44  rentibus  vafis  coagmentati  funt,  laxantur,  remittuntur, 
44  pori  &  tiibuli  antea  conftri&i  ampliantur,  &  impetus  fan- 
44  guinis  ad  inferiore  derivetur,  &c. 

Hoflm .  tom.  3.  left.  11.  cap. 
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hight  the  pediluvium  was  ordered  again,  and  a 
gentle  anodyne  given  at  bed-time. 

Feb.  25,  After  a  tolerable  good  night,  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  apparently  better  this  morning,  tho’  the 
urine  was  dill  fomewhat  high  coloured  and  with- 
out  fediment ;  towards  evening  a  febrile  heat,  and 
redlefsnefs  came  on,  with  pain  in  the  head  and 
bones,  and  likewife  in  the  fide,  the  refpiration 
was  rather  laborious,  and  the  pulfe  fuller  than 
It  was  the  day  before  :  for  thefe  reafcns  bleeding 
to  the  quantity  of  twelve  ounces  was  repeated, 
and  the  following  draughts  were  prefcribed,  en¬ 
joining  the  patient  to  keep  altogether  in  bed,  and 
to  dilute  plentifully. 

R  Sal.  Abfinth.  9i.  Succ.  Limon.  Aq.  Menth. 
pip.  aa  ^ ft  Alex.  fimp.  ^i.  Pulv.  Febr- 
Specif,  gr.  vii.  Tind.  Thebaic,  gt.  vi  Syr. 
Balfam.  gilS.  m.  f.  Hayft.  4ta*  quaq.  hora 
fumend.  Mitt.  iii. 

Feb.  26,  the  Patient  enjoyed  a  comfortable 
night,  having  taken  all  the  draughts  :  die  was 
defired  dill  to  keep  her  bed  and  to  continue  in 
the  ufe  of  her  medicines.  She  lay  in  a  kind, 
breathing  fweat,  her  pains  ceafed,  her  head  was 
quite  clear,  and  her  voice  came  to  its  natural 
tone,  the  urine  too  began  to  depofit  a  fediment, 
and  every  fymptom  appeared  favourable.  This 
day  fhe  took  three  more  draughts. 

Feb.  27,  Having  had  no  dool  during  the  three 
lad  days,  and  the  quantity  of  urine  fecreted,  not 
bein^  diffidently  copious,  the  patient  complained 

N  ^  rather 
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rather  of  a  fullnefs  in  the  abdomen,  and  a  flight 
irritation  in  the  bladder. 

R  Decod.  commun.  pro  Clyfter.  §xii, 

Ol.  Olivar.  §iji 

Sal,  Cathart.  amar.  Tind.  Sen, 
m.  f.  Enema  h.  xma  matutin.  injiciend.  &  vefperi 
repetattir  fi  non  prius  lefe  dejecerit  alvus. 
The  firft  glyfter  operating  very  well,  the  pa¬ 
tient  felt  immediate  relief.  But  towards  evening 
complaining  of  lownefs,  feme  cordial  volatile 
draughts  were  fubftituted  in  the  room  of  the  others^ 
one  of  which  at  night  was  made  anodyne  with 
tind.  thebaic,  gt.  xvi.  The  fever  now  became  in¬ 
termittent  and  was  very  flight. 

Feb.  28,  Previous  to  the  adminiftration  of  the 
Cortex  Peruv.  the  body  was  kept  open  by  means 
of  the  following  mixture. 

R  Fol.  Sen.  giii,  Tart.  Solub.  Tamarind, 
coq.  in  Aq.  Font.  qf.  ad  ^vii  Colat  add. 
Tind.  Sen*  Syr.  Rofar.  Solutiv.  aa  Sp. 
Lavend.  c.  $ill  m.  f.  Mixt,  cujus  cap.  Cochh 
iv*  pro  re  nata  donee  alvus  fatis  fuerit 
foluta. 

Mar.  1,  -She  ]pegan  t0  ta^e  t^ie  -Dm?#.  Cort. 
Peruv .  and  was  defired  to  continue  in  the  ufe  of 
it  for  three  or  four  days,  and  flie  foon  recovered 
perfed  health.  It  may  be  proper  juft  to  obferve, 
that  the  catamenia  the  firft  time  they  appeared 
after  her  illnefs,  were  deficient  in  quantity,  for 
which  reafon  the  women  expeded  that  fome  me¬ 
dicines  proper  for  that  fuppreflion  ftiould  be  or¬ 
dered  ,  but  they  were  fooh  convinced,  that  what¬ 
ever 
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ever  contributed  to  recruit  the  patient’s  drength, 
was  the  only  emmencigogue  wanted. 

I  have  ventured  to  particularize  this  cafe,  how¬ 
ever  common  and  unimportant  it  may  appear, 
for  the  fake  of  introducing  a  few  obfervations  cal¬ 
culated  for  the  ufe  of  younger  practitioners,  whofe 
indrudtion  I  principally  aim  at. 

We  find  it  necefifary  in  the  treatment  of  all  did 
eafes,  to  attend  even  to  the  minuted  circumdan- 
ces,  that  we  may  be  able  to  difcern  what  nature 
herfelf  willies  to  have  done,  and  what  efforts  fli6 
makes  for  her  own  relief  and  prefervation.  Thefe 
we  are  to  affid  by  fuch  means  and  medicines, 
whofe  operation  correfponds  the  neared  to  her  in¬ 
tention.  Thus  in  the  fird  attack  of  fevers,  where¬ 
in  the  plethora  is  manifed,  bleeding  is  by  th£ 
univerfal  confent  of  phyficians  always  prefcribed,.. 
and  mud  be  repeated  at  due  intervals,  when  fymp- 
toms  require  it ;  the  free  ufe  of  the,  lancet  being 
judly  deemed  one  of  our  greated  modern  improve¬ 
ments.  Indeed  we  may  obferve  of  this  evacuation, 
that  whenever  it  is  proper,  a  cure  is  frequently 
effected  by  it,  independent  of  any  other  remedy ; 
and  wherever  it  is  abfolutely  necefifary,  no  other 
remedy  can  ferve  as  a  fubditute.  In  doubtful 
points  when  the  indications  and  fymptoms  are 
equivocal,  or  when  we  have  fome  reafon  to  fuf- 
pe£t  a  putrid  difpofition  lurking  in  the  habit,  un«* 
der  appearances  at  fird  view  inflammatory  ;  there 
is  a  very  fafe  method  of  deciding  our  conduct, 
which  is  this :  Let  a  vein  be  opened,  and  one 
ounce  of  blood  taken  away,  then  dop  the  orifice 
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for  a  while,  till  the  feate  of  that  blood  is  carefully 
examined  ;  the  appearance  will  foon  determine 
the  propriety  of  the  operation,  and  point  out  the 
quantity  neceifary  to  be  drawn  off :  if  the  blood 
is  fizy,  the  lofs  of  ten  or  twelve  ounces  will  furely 
do  good,  but  if  it  is  not,  the  lofs  of  only  one 
ounce  cannot  poffibly  do  harm  ;  and  by  obferving 
this  caution  *  the  patient  will  always  have  an  opi¬ 
nion  of  your  condudt  and  judgment. 

In  ficknefs  of  the  ftomach  a  vomit  will  always, 
be  ferviceable,  for  it  not  only  relieves  in  that  in¬ 
tention,  but  often  proves  ufefully  purgative  alfo. 
The  fame  end  is  anfwered  in  very  flight  cafes  by 
the  Tart.  Ernet .  in  the  Pulv.  Febr,  fpecif.  as  before 
obferved :  but  if  it  is  proper  that  the  inteflines 
fhould  be  unloaded,  more  efpecially  if  there  is 
any  fullnefs  or  uneafy  fenfation  in  the  abdomen , 
glyfters  f  are  indifpenfably  neceffary,  and  cannot 

be 

*  In  gouty  cafes  I  have  frequently  taken  this  method  in 
order  to  obviate  thofe  objections,  and  remove  thofe  prejudi¬ 
ces  which  prevail  againft  bleeding,  and  have  convinced  the 
patient  and  his  friends  how  neceifary  this  evacuation  is  in 
feveral  circumftances  of  the  gout,  from  the  fizy  appearance 
of  the  blood,  and  from  the  relief  obtained  in  confequence  of 
the  operation.  In  plethoric  habits,  when  the  caufe  itfelf  is 
inflammatory,  when  the  artery  is  tenfe  and  the  pulfe  high, 
no  reafonable  man  will  doubt  the  propriety  of  bleeding,  or 
be  deterred  from  ufing  fo  obvious  a  remedy,  merely  becaufe 
under  the  name  of  Gouty  cultom  and  opinion  hath  in  gene¬ 
ral  forbid  it.  I  have  known  many  perfons  unhappily  fuffer 
by  this  abfurd  prejudice,  hindering  the  praftitioner  from 
exercifing  his  own  reafon. 

f  Habent  hsec  muitum  cum  balneis  affine  atque  com¬ 
mune.  Balnea  quippe  lavacra  funt  partiijm  externarum, 

clyfteres 
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be  too  flrongly  recommended,  notwithftanding 
the  patient  and  the  attendants  are  often  averfe  to 
their  ufe,  on  account  of  lome  little  trouble  in  the 
adminiftration  of  them. 

Thus  by  attending  carefully  to  the  firlt  inten¬ 
tions  of  cure,  which  confift  chiefly  in  making  pro¬ 
per  evacuations,  half  the  bufinefs  will  be  done  *, 
and  in  refped  to  mere  medicine,  that  immenfe 
and  formidable  apparatus  (with  which  heretofore 
the  chambers  of  the  fick  were  crowded)  hath  long 
been  exploded  by  phylicians,  and  more  fimple 
and  efficacious  forms  brought  into  ufe  ;  in  parti¬ 
cular  the  dietetic  part  of  phyfic,  hath  been  cultL 
vated  with  more  care  and  with  more  fuccefs  of 
late,  in  proportion  as  the  numerous  daffies  of  fe¬ 
brifuges,  introduced  by  fuperftitious  credulity, 
have  been  difregarded  and  left  out  of  pradice. 
But  tho*  I  condemn  all  unneceffiary  parade,  yet  I 
muft  obferve  that  there  is  a  regard  due  to  human 
weaknefs,  which  in  a  ftate  of  difeafe  and  diftrefs 
looks  for,  and  expeds  affiftance  from  medicine ; 
and  therefore  it  is  proper,  in  order  to  raife  the 
fpirits  of  the  patient,  and  to  gratify  his  expedi¬ 
tion,  to  give  him  at  ftated  hours  fuch  medi¬ 
cines  as  are  applicable  to  his  difeafe,  for  we  ge¬ 
nerally  find,  that  he  hath  an  opinion  of  receiving 

clyfteres  vero  inteftinorum, — ita  etiam  enematum  operatic) 
pon  folum  in  fanguinis  &  humorum  ■  circuitum,  ex  immuta- 
tione  pulfus,  Ted  etiam  ad  excretiones  movendas,  pneter 
alvi  fubductionem,  ex  perfpiratjonis  &  urinae  uberiori  fuc- 
Cefiu,  luculenter  patet. 

Hoffm.  tom.  3.  feft.  2.  cap.  10. 

benefit 
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benefit  from  what  is  prefcribcd  by  the  phyfician, 
and  it  would  be  cruel  to  deprive  him  of  hope, 
which  frequently  fupports  him,  even  beyond  our 
own  expectations.  Befides  the  mind  is  often  de- 
preffed  and  incapable  of  draggling  under  many 
infirmities,  unlefs  aflifted  by  fuch  medicinal  aids 
as  it  relies  upon,  and  expeCts  relief  from. 

But  to  proceed.  From  the  fuccefs  of  our  mo¬ 
dern  inoculators,  fome  have  recommended  the 
ufe  of  cold  water ,  as  a  fpecihc  in  fevers  ;  but  I 
cannot  from  any  experience  of  my  own,  enlarge 
much  in  favour  of  it,  efpecially  in  fevers  arifing 
from  obftructed  perfpiration ;  becaufe  I  have  found 
warm  diluents  anfwer  exceeding  well  ^  and  when 
common  practice  proves  fuccefsful,  it  is  not  quite 
fa fe  to  depart  from  fo  ufeful  a  guide.  Befides,  I 
think  there  is  a  very  material  diftinCtion  to  be 
made  in  the  treatment  of  feyers,  between  tho fe 
which  are  produced  from  internal  caufes,  when 
nature  exerts  all  her  efforts  to  expel  fomething 
hurtful  to  her,  and  thofe  artificially  excited,  by 
infufmg  info  the  lymphatic  fyflem  poifonous  par¬ 
ticles,  which  are  intended  to  be  mixed  with  the 
blood,  in  a  certain  degree  only.  For  in  thefe 
laft  cafes  it  is  undoubtedly  right  to  extinguifh,  or 
rather  to  prevent  heat  by  means  of  its  grand  op- 
pofite  ;  and  this  is  now  done  with  fuccefs  by  al- 
moft  every  praClitioner  in  the  Kingdom.  But  in 
the  other  inftances,  in  critical  fevers  from  inter¬ 
nal  caufes,  nature  aCts  upon  different  principles^ 
requiring  fuch  affiftance  (from  moderate  warmth, 
and  medicines  calculated  to  excite  perfpiration) 
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as  correfponds  with  her  own  operations  :  for  ex¬ 
perience  hath  fhewn  that  too  fuciden  a  check  giv¬ 
en  to  the  heat  of  the  bloo;!,  hath  likewife  flop¬ 
ped  or  retarded  the  motion  of  it,  to  the  imminent 
danger  of  the  patient.  Therefore  the  utmofl  cau¬ 
tion  is  requifite  to  diftinguifh  accurately  in  what 
fpecies  of  fever  or  heat  cold  water  can  be  given 
with  fafety  or  advantage,  that  we  may  not  be  in¬ 
duced  too  implicitly  to  follow  popular  dodrines, 
advanced  perhaps  by  caprice,  which  will  be  ex¬ 
ploded  after  a  little  time,  by  reafon  and  expe¬ 
rience.*  *  . 

It  is  here  neceffary  to  mention  fomething  in 
regard  to  the  adminiflration  of  opiates  in  fevers, 
as  in  the  cafe  lately  defcribed,  the  reader  will  find 
that  anodynes  were  given  previous  to  the  crifis  of 
the  fever :  I  have  from  experience  manifeft 
proofs  of  their  beneficial  effeds,  even  in  the  firfl 
accefs  of  the  difeafe,  notwithflanding  Sydenham 
forbids  giving  them  till  the  declenfion.  From  his 
opinion  it  is  rather  dangerous  to  differ,  but  how¬ 
ever  I  muft  needs  declare  from  my  own  pradice, 
that  fads  will  fufficiently  juflify  what  is  here  re¬ 
commended,  tho5  it  fee  ms  contrary  to  fo  great  an 
authority.  I  have  obferved  in  variety  of  cafes, 
that  when  the  pain  in  the  bones  is  fevere,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  nervous  papilla  being  irritated 
from  the  violent  diflenfion  of  the  fanguiferous 

*  Hoffman  hath  wrote  two  chapters  upon  cold  water,  vid. 
tom.  2.  part  2.  cap.  x.  De  frigido  potu  <vitre  3  fanitati  ho - 
mimum ,  inimiciffirno.  And  again,  tom.  3.  fe£t.  2.  cap.  xi. 
De  aqum  frigid. d  potu  falutari.  In  thefe  the  reader  will  find 
the  whole  matter  fully  explained. 


tubes  *, 
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tubes  opiates  are  of  the  greateft  fervice,  proper 
evacuations  being  premifed  :  but  then  we  mufl 
not  flop  at  one  dofe,  or  be  deterred  by  fome  few 
uneafy  fenfations,  which  may  pofflbly  occur  at 
the  firft  taking  of  them*  I  have  known  that  a 
fmali  dofe  of  Tinbl.  "Thebaic .  inflead  of  anfwerinor 
any  ufeful  purpofe,  hath  excited  a  kind  of  teaz- 
ing  delirium  and  reftieffnefs,  which  hath  brought 
the  medicine  into  difcredit,  both  with  the  patient 
and  the  prefcriber :  but  if  the  dofe  had  been  re¬ 
peated  at  proper  intervals,  or  increafed  in  its 
quantity,  then  the  molt  happy  fuccefs  would  have 
attended  the  ufe  of  it. 

One  obfervation  had  almoft  efcaped  me,  which 
I  beg  leave  (however  abruptly)  to  mention  in  this 
place.  Much  hath  been  faid  concerning  the  ef¬ 
fects  of  the  mind  upon  human  difeafes :  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  mind,  inftead  of  affiftfng  us  under 
bodily  afflictions,  rather  increafes  them.  Men, 
who  in  a  flate  of  health  are  capable  of  forming 
and  conducting  the  greateft  and  boldeft  enter- 
prifes,  become  children  under  a  difeafe ;  and  thofe 
who  have  braved  death  with  the  moft  fignal  in¬ 
trepidity  in  *  the  field,  fhrink  with  horror  at  the  ■ 
leaft  apprehenfion  of  its  approach  to  them  in  the 
bed.  This  circumftance  exhibits  a  melancholly 
proof  of  the  infufficiency  and  futility  of  any  ex¬ 
cellence  that  can  be  poffeffed  by  Man,  fince 
we  find  that  courage,  a  quality  eminently  ufeful, 
and  univerfally  admired,  cannot  exempt  us  from 
thofe  alarms,  fears,  and  feelings,  infeparable  from 
our  nature,  when  the  body  is  attacked  by  difeafe, 

or 
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or  when  it  declines  by  age.  What  then  fhall  we 
fay  to  a  padage  in  Dr.  Mead's  works,  wherein  he 
fee  ms  to  fpeak  of  the  power  of  the  mind  as  pre¬ 
dominant,  not  on’y  over  the  vital  motions  of  the 
body,  but  likewife  as  an  aflidant  againft  its  dif- 
eafes  ?  “  But  this  power  of  the  mind  (faith  he) 

<c  is  mod  remarkably  perceptible  in  thofe  fevers, 
“  which  are  called  pbdilential.  For  in  thefe  one 
may  obferve,  that  the  mind  hurries  to  the  ad 
“  fidance  of  the  labouring  frame,  fights  againd 
the  enemy,  and,  with  the  aid  of  the  animal 
fpirits,  excites  new  motions  in  the  body, 
“  (though  we  may  be  infenfible  of  it)  in  order  to 
“  expel  the  poifon  which  is  blended  with  the  hu- 
<c  mours,  through  every  outlet.  And  hence  very 
cc  great  phyficians  have  defined  a  difeafe  to  be  a 
“  druggie  of  Nature,*  in  defence  of  the  health 
“  of  the  individual.”'!'  But  is  not  this  obferva- 
tion  contra difled  by  faffs  ?  indead  of  hurrying  to 
the  affiftance  of  the  labouring  frame ,  do  we  not  in 
general  fee  that  the  mind  is  too  much  didurbed 
and  deprefled  when  the  body  fuffers,  to  be  capa¬ 
ble  of  fighting  againfi:  the  enemy  ?  nay  it  is  often 
the  very  caufe  of  difeafes,  or  at  lead  by  raifing  . 
fears  and  perplexities,  keeps  us  longer  under 
them,  than  otherwife  we  ihould  be.  In  fine,  we 
may  obferve,  that  thofe  people  whofe  mental  fa¬ 
culties  are  the  dronged,  or  whofe  minds  are  too 
fenfible,  and  too  much  engaged  in  thinking  on 

*  Nature  I  allow  will  ftruggle,  but  I  think  in  this  cafe 
the  term  is  not  ly nonimous  with  the  Mind, 
t  Mead's  works,  quart.  Edit.  p.  457.. 

o 


the 


the  difeafes  which  opprefs  the  body,  receive  no 
fort  of  benefit  by  this  means,  but  generally  di- 
flrefs  themfelves  more,  and  fometimes  become 
the  unhappy  inftruments  of  their  own  dilfolution.* 
I  fhall  now  conclude  this  article,  which  the 
reader  will  perceive  is  not  adequate  to  a  full  de- 
fcription  of  the  method  of  cure  in  firnple  fevers  : 
but  however  defedtive  and  irregular  it  appears, 
fome  ufeful  inferences  may  probably  be  drawn 
from  it.  As  to  the  various  exacerbations  in  fe* 
vers,  terminating  in  dangerous  and  fatal  fyrnp- 
toms,  when  the  encephalon  or  the  membranes  of 
the  brain  are  affedted,  together  with  the  long  train 
of  confequences  thence  to  be  deduced,  thefe  fub- 
jedta  would  lead  us  into  a  field  too  extend ve  for 
the  limits  of  this  work,  or  the  abilities  of  the 
author. 

• ,  ■  j>.  - 

#  I  beg  leave  to  obferve  in  refpe£t  to  the  intimate  con* 
nexion  between  the  body  and  the  mind,  and  the  various  dif¬ 
eafes  of  each,  that,  whatever  accelerates  the  motion  of  the 
blood  conftitutes  a  Fever  in  its  firit  principles  ;  and  what¬ 
ever  paffion  affe&s  or  agitates  the  mind  too  much,  borders 
upon  infant iy.  Such  is  the  neceffity  of  preferving  a  due 
medium  both  in  the  circulation,  and  in  the  operations  of 
the  encephalon,  that  without  this  equipoife  health  or  re  a- 
fon  cannot  be  faid  to  fubfift. 


Fatal 
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Fatal  Effects  from  a  Schirrofity  of  the  Profate 
Gland  *  and  the  Bladder . 

A  MONGST  the  many  examples  of  human 
mifery,  none  have  appeared  to  me  more 
(hocking  than  the  cafe  of  the  unhappy  objedt 
whofe  hiitory  I  am  now  going  to  relate.  This 
patient  did  not  come  under  my  care  till  the  difeafe 
was  very  far  advanced  :  When  firft  I  faw  him  he 
was  about  fixteen  years  of  age,  and  had  long  la¬ 
boured  under  a  fuppreflion  of  urine,  attended  with 
the  moil  violent  and  continual  pain  and  irritation 
at  the  neck  of  the  bladder.  The  fmall  quantity 
of  Urine  which  was  voided,  appeared  almoft  al¬ 
ways  to  be  mixed  with  matter  :  the  penis  (efpe- 
cially  the  glans)  was  inflamed  and  fwelled,  in 
confequence  of  the  patient  perpetually  handling 
and  rubbing  it ;  two  or  three  fiftulous  orifices 
were  formed  in  perinaeo ;  and  every  fymptom 
plainly  indicated  that  the  urinary  paffage  and  all 
its  appendages  were  fchirrous,  contracted,  and  in- 
fome  places  ulcerated.  The  cries  of  this  refera¬ 
ble  wretch,  who  was  almoft  perpetually  {training 
his  body  and  varying  his  pofition,  difturbed  all 
who  were  in  the  fame  houfe  or  ward  with  him,  for 
he  feldom  enjoyed  any  intervals  of  eafe.  At  firft 
it  was  fufpedted  that  there  might  be  a  ftone  in  the 
bladder,  and  confequenily  the  found  was  paffed  at 

*  I  fpeak  of  this  glandular  fubftance  in  the  fingular  num¬ 
ber,  as  it  furrounds  the  neck  of  the  bladder  and  a£ts  uni¬ 
formly,  though  anatomifts  divide  it  into  two  glands,  and 
fay  the  proftates. 

O  2 
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different  times  with  much  difficulty,  but  no  (lone 
was  difcovered.  Every  method  that  could  poffibly 
be  thought  of  was  tried  for  his  relief,  but  none 
fucceeded.  Bougies  now  and  then  were  fervicea- 
ble,  but  frequently  occafioned  fuch  increafe  of 
pain  and  irritation,  that  the  patient  would  not 
fuffer  them  to  be  introduced.  He  was  put  under 
the  care  of  one  of  the  mod  eminent  Hofpital-Sur- 
geons  in  England,  who  did  all  that  man  could  do 
in  the  cafe,  but  without  effeft,  and  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  as  incurable.  It  would  be  tedious  to  give 
an  exact  recital  of  the  fufferings  of  this  unfortu¬ 
nate  youth,  during  the  fpace  of  feven  or  eight 
years,  the  fymptoms  night  and  day  fcarce  ever 
remitting  or  varying ;  even  when  he  could  pro- 
cure  fome  little  refpite  and  deep,  by  taking  opium 
largely  (his  lafl  refource)  he  quickly  waked  with 
horror,  to  undergo  frefh  agonies.  At  length  in 
the  year  1765,  death,  which  he  had  fo  long  and 
earneftly  wifhed  for,  put  a  period  to  his  mifery. 

Upon  opening  the  body,  I  was  Rrft  (truck 
with  the  appearance  of  the  ureters ,  which,  had 
not  their  fituation  been  obvious,  might  have  been 
eafily  miftaken  for  fome  portion  of  the  inteltines ; 
fo  nearly  did  they  refemble  them  in  their  fize  and 
tortuous  fhape.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  an  idea 
how  much  they  were  dillended,  and  I  lamented  the 
want  of  fome  fkilful  artift,  who  might  have  exact¬ 
ly  delineated  a  view  of  all  the  parts  as  they  ap¬ 
peared.  Thefe  tubes  contained  a  very  large  quan¬ 
tity  of  foetid  water,  mixed  with  matter;  and  in¬ 
deed  they  had  been  for  a  long  time  the  only  re- 

fervior 
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fervoir  for  the  urine  :  the  internal  furfaces  of  them 
were  ulcerated  in  various  places.  The  kidneys 
were  much  difeafed,  and  the  tubuli  urinarii  ama¬ 
zingly  large,  owing  to  theYecreted  urine  being 
long  retained  in  them,  becaufe  of  the  ftrong  re¬ 
finance  and  narrow  cavity  of  the  bladder.  The 
pelves  in  both  kidneys  were  filled  with  large  flones, 
fhaped  exa&ly  to  their  cavity  ♦,  thefe  Hones  were 
probably  formed,  not  fo  much  from  any  original 
defedt  in  the  fecreting  organs,  or  any  particular 
tendency  in  the  fecreted  urine,  as  from  the  long 
retention  of  that  fluid,  which  confequently  would 
become  more  liable  thus  flagnating  to  concrete 
and  form  into  calculi.  In  every  cavity  containing 
thefe  fmall  ftones,  matter  likewife  was  found. 

The  bladder  was  fchirrous,  contradled,  infla¬ 
med,  and  in  feveral  parts  of  it  fuppurated  ;  thefe 
appearances  exceeded  any  degree  of  difeafe,  that 
I  ever  met  with  in  this  organ.  It  mull  have  been 
undoubtedly  for  a  long  time  incapable  of  receiv_ 
ing  urine,  owing  to  the  inflammation  on  its  in¬ 
ternal  furface,  which  rendered  it  fo  exceedingly 
irritable  as  not  to  endure  the  urine  however  flovr- 
ly  oozing  from  the  ureters  :  confequently  in  fuch 
a  Hate  no  operation  could  have  been  of  the  leafl 
fervice.  And  again,  as  the  difeafe  from  the 
bladder,  by  confent  and  contiguity  of  parts,  gra¬ 
dually  affeYed  the  urethra  alfo,  it  is  doubtful  to 
me  whether  Bougies  could  poflibly  remedy  an  ob- 
ftruction,  arifing  from  caufes  fo  dangerous,  and 
fo  remote  from  their  immediate  aflion.  It  may 
perhaps  appear  Angular,  and  even  abfurd  to  call 
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in  queftion  the  efficacy  of  Bougies,  in  obftru&ions 
of  the  urinary  palTages ;  but  I  muft  co^fefs  that  I 
am  far  from  being  fanguine  in  favour  of  thofe  re¬ 
medies,  efpecially  in  cafes  wherein  the  pr  eft  ate  and 
bladder  are  difeafed ;  nay,  I  am  fufpicious  that 
they  are  improper,  and  even  dangerous,  becaufe 
they  certainly  irritate  too  much,  and  frequently 
bring  on  thofe  very  diforders  which  they  are  de- 
figned  to  remove.  I  know  very  well  how  preva¬ 
lent  the  ideas  are,  of  forcing  thro*  obftrudtions, 
levelling  inequalities  and  excrefcencies,  and  en¬ 
larging  the  narrow  canal  of  the  urethra  to  its  pro¬ 
per  diameter,  by  means  of  medicated  candles, 
nicely  prepared  and  judicioufly  adapted  in  differ¬ 
ent  fizes,  to  different  circumftances  and  ’degrees 
of  obftrudtion.  Daran  hath  acquired  much  repu¬ 
tation  in  this  branch  of  practice,  and  undoubtedly 
poffeffes  great  fkill,  from  his  long  experience  in 
thofe  cafes  wherein  bougies  are  ufed,  and  likewife 
an  eminent  dexterity  in  the  application  of  them  ; 
and  in  confequence  of  thefe  advantages  he  muft  in 
many  refpe&s  have  proved  fuccefsful.  But  in 
fome  inftances,  great  injury  muft  unavoidably  be 
done  to  the  tender  paffage  of  the  urethra,  and  to 
the  bladder  itfelf,  by  forcibly  introducing  bougies , 
becaufe  the  irritation  and  pain  thence  produced 
will  certainly  throw  the  bladder  into  fpafms,  than 
which  nothing  can  be  more  pernicious.  Every 
thing  which  excites  a  ftimulus  occasions  likewife  a 
contraction,  which  being  too  often  repeated,  will 
in  time  greatly  affeCi:  the  texture  of  this  organ  : 
even  in  the  natural  courfe  of  the  fecretion  of  urine, 
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the  fame  pernicious  effects  may  happen  from  abufe 
and  debauches  in  drinking  ;  how  much  more 
mifchief  then  mult  the  bladder  and  the  urethra 
fuftain  by  a  foreign  fubftance,  introduced  contra 
naturam  ?  Will  any  man  fay  there  is  any  fpecific 
virtue  in  the  compofition  of  the  Bongie  ?  I  fup- 
pofe  there  is  none.  Will  any  man  deny  that  there 
mult  be  a  very  confiderable  irritation  produced, 
in  confequence  of  ufing  the  bougie  ?  experience 
tells  us  that  bougies  always  irritate.  So  that  it  ap¬ 
pears  to  me  upon  the  whole,  that  the  fuppofed 
advantages  arifing  from  the  ufe  of  bougies ,  are 
fcarcely  equivalent  to  the  inconveniences  brought 
on  by  them  ;  and  that  fchirrous  bladders  and  ure¬ 
thra’s  are  more  frequently  occaftoned  than  cured) 
by  thefe  celebrated  remedies. 

4 

Some  have  recommended  them  in  cafes  of  fwel- 
led  tefticles,  and  upon  this  principle :  they  fup- 
pofe  that  by  exciting  irritation  and  inflammation 
in  the  urethra,  a  difcharge  from  the  glands  in  that 
canal  may  be  brought  on  ;  to  the  fuppreflion  of 
which  difcharge  in  Gonorrhea’s,  they  attribute 
the  Hernia  Humor alis,  as  it  is  called.  I  have  ufed 
bougies  with  this  intention  formerly,  but  without 
any  fuccefs  :  and  indeed  I  have  no  idea  of  curing 
a  difeafe  occafioned  by  a  translation  of  matter  into- 
one  organ,  by  exciting  a  difeafe  in  another.  The 
fymptoms  in  each  cafe  are  diftin£t:  When  the 
urethra  is  inflamed,  bleeding,  opening  medicines, 
and  cooling  diluents  are  proper ;  when  the  tcfti- 
cle  is  affe&ed,  fufpenfion,  reft,  bleeding  likewife, 
and  emollient  applications  are  neceftary,  fo  that 
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each  ciiieafe  fhould  be  treated  independant  of  any 
fuppofed  relation  between  them.  We  rnuft  not 
inflame  the  urethra,  to  leffen  the  fwelled  tefticle, 
nor  mull  we  repell  too  fuddenly  the  humour  dis¬ 
charged,  either  into  the  tefticle  or  inguinal  glandsj 
with  a  view  of  relieving  the  urethra. 

But  let  us  return  from  this  digreffion,  and  pro¬ 
ceed  to  explain  the  other  appearances,  in  the  cafe 
now  under  confideration.  The  pr  oft  ate  gland  was 
greatly  enlarged  and  fchirrous,  the  Caput  Gallina - 
ginis  remarkably  fo,  and  the  veficuhe  feminales 
fcarcely  diftinguifhable  the  canal  of  the  urethra 
all  along  was  indurated  and  contracted,  and  near 
the  proftate  gland  totally  impervious :  there  were 
•  feveral  fiftulous  orifices  in  perinteo,  fur  rounded 
with  much  callous  fubftance,  thro1  which  the 
urine  had  been  forced  by  the  violent  contradlion 
of  the  bladder,  winding  its  way  very  irregularly 
in  the  cellular  membrane,  and  at  length  burfting 
thro’  the  external  fkin. 

This  was  the  date  of  the  difeafed  parts  (for  all 
the  other  vifcera,  both  in  the  Thorax  and  Abdomen 
were  entirely  found)  fufficiently  demonftrating  the 
nature  of  the  patient’s  malady  and  fufferings.  As 
to  the  primary  caufe,  it  proceeded  from  a  fcro- 
phulous  humour,  inherent  in  his  conftitution,  and 
in  the  reft  of  his  family  :  at  leaf!  this  is  the  moft 
probable  fuppofition,  becaufe  he  was  too  young 
to  acquire  any  venereal  infection,  at  the  time  his 

*  This  fufficiently  explains  the  reafon  why  a  difeafed  pro* 
Jiate s  in  ccnfequence  of  frequeru  or  ill  treated  claps,  mult 
injure  the  generative  faculty. 
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diforder  firft  appeared.  We  well  know  how  ter- 
ribly  the  glandular  fyftem  is  infefted  by  the  fcro- 
phula ,  and  the  proftate  is  as  liable  perhaps  to  it> 
or  any  other  gland  ;  tho’  a  ftrumous  enlargement 
of  this  particular  gland  is  attended  with  more 
dangerous  confequences,  on  account  of  its  fitua- 
tion,  commanding  the  neck  of  the  bladder  ;  and 
more  efpecially,  the  effeCts  of  difeafe  here  become 
troublefome  in  male  fubjedts,  becaufe  their  uri¬ 
nary  paffages  are  narrower,  more  liable  to  be  ob- 
ftrudted,  and  expofed  to  many  inconveniences, 
from  which  the  fofter  fex  is  exempted,  by  having 
a  fhorter  and  wider  urethra . 

I  muff  here  obferve,  tho’  with  much  concern^ 
that  there  are  many  inftances  occurring  in  prac¬ 
tice,  which  prove  the  inefficacy  of  Bougies ,  and 
of  the  Catheter  in  dileafes  of  the  Proftate  Glands 
and  in  fuppreffions  of  urine.  A  fatal  cafe  of  this 
nature  happened  not  long  fince,  in  which  all  pof- 
fible  means  were  made  ufe  of,  before  it  came  to 
an  extremity  :  the  caufe  of  the  patient’s  malady 
was  owing  to  venereal  infection,  which  by  repeat¬ 
ed  claps  had  rendered  the  proftate  gland  and  the 
bladder  itfelf  fchirrous.  I  am  afraid  that  thefe 
organs,  in  confequence  of  fome  abufes  will  now 
and  then  acquire  fuch  a  degree  of  callofity,  (which 
affedts  the  urethra  alfo)  that  there  can  be  no  pof- 
fibility  of  remedying.  In  the  cafe  I  am  now  re¬ 
lating,  the  unhappy  fufferer  was  frequently  fub- 
jedt  to  fuppreffion  of  urine  ^  in  fome  paroxyfms 
of  which,  the  bougie  and  the  catheter  afforded  re¬ 
lief,  but  in  the  laft  it  was  impracticable  to  intro. 

P  dues 
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duce  either  *,  the  parts  became  mortified,  and  the 
patient  of  courfe  died,  after  he  had  endured  the 
nioft  terrible  agonies.  I  faw  a  letter  from  an 
eminent  praftitioner,  whofe  veracity  I  can  depend 
upon,  tho*  I  have  no  right  to  ufe  his  name,  in 
which  he  mentions  the  cafe  of  a  man,  perifhing 
by  the  unfkilfullnefs  of  his  furgeon,  who,  in  at¬ 
tempting  to  introduce  the  catheter ,  exerted  fuch 
violence  that  the  inftrument  actually  penetrated 
3nto  the  return.  Hence  we  may  give  a  caution 
againft  the  hafty  ufe  of  inftruments,  which  are 
often  recommended  upon  erroneous  principles, 
and  which,  in  fome  circumftances  of  inflamma¬ 
tion,  and  difeafe  in  the  pr  oft  ate  and  bladder ,  can¬ 
not  poffibly  anfwer  any  good  purpofe. 

I  fhould  conclude  this  article  with  more  fat  if* 
faction  after  thus  defcribing  the  nature  and  the 
caufe  of  a  difeafe  in  the  proftate ,  if  I  was  able 
likewife  to  fay  more  in  refp^dt  to  the  modus  me - 
dendi.  The  examination  of  dead  bodies  proves 
defedtive,  in  its  ufe,  unlefs  by  inveftigating  the 
caufes  of  difeafes  in  them,  fome  method  of  cure 
could  be  pointed  out,  applicable  to  fimilar  exi¬ 
gencies  in  other  fubjedts.  In  the  particular  dif- 
fedtion  which  I  now  have  been  treating  upon,  J 
own  myfelf  at  a  lofs  how  to  make  any  ufeful  infe¬ 
rence  :  it  affords  only  a  melancholy  proof  of  the 
inability  of  human  {kill  to  remedy  thefe  infirmities, 
Suppofing  the  Hate  of  the  parts  had  been  known 
accurately,  and  even  early  in  the  cafe,  could  any 
medicine  have  been  ufetf  with  fuccefs  ?  Would 
any  rule  of  diet  have  availed  ?  Would  mercurial 
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unftion  ?  Would  the  bougie  ?  thefe  and  many 
other  queries  which  might  be  darted  upon  this 
occafion,  I  mud  leave  to  the  difcuffion  of  more 
able  pra£litioners,  and  fhould  be  glad  to  know  their 
fentiments  upon  the  fubje<5t. 

An  unfuccefsful  Amputation. 

tT  hath  been  obferved  that  the  hiftory  of  phyfic 
A  would  receive  great  advantages  from  a  true  re¬ 
lation  of  our  ill  fuccefs,  and  our  miftakes  in  prac¬ 
tice  •,  for  which  reafon  I  fhall  without  hefitation 
or  refer ve  defcribe  the  following  cafe  : 

On  May  20,  1766,  B.  D.  a  man  aged  about  34, 
falling  from  a  Coach-box,  his  leg  was  caught  be¬ 
tween  the  fpokes  of  a  wheel  then  in  rapid  motion  ; 
by  which  accident  the  foot  was  twilled  half  round, 
the  lower  end  of  the  tibia  fractured  and  diflocated 
from  the  aftragalus ,  the  fibula  likewife  broke  near¬ 
ly  at  a  paralel  place,  the  tendons  being  much  lace~ 
rated,  the  extremities  of  the  bones  puffied  thro’ 
the  fkin,  with  a  confiderable  haemorrhage  iffuing 
from  the  divided  blood  vefifels.  Under  thefe  cir- 
cumftances  I  found  the  patient,  and  after  confider- 
ing  the  whole  of  the  cafe  with  the  utmoft  attention, 
I  judged  it  abfolutely  expedient  to  amputate  the 
leg.  The  patient  was  extremely  low,  and  it  was 
with  great  difficulty  that  we  perfwaded  him  to  fub- 
mit  to  thofe  meafures  which  his  unhappy  fituation 
rendered  necefiary.  In  this  (late  of  mind  I  knew 
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the  chances  of  fuccefs  were  againft  him,  and  there¬ 
fore  I  took  care  to  have  a  proper  afiiftarit  and  con¬ 
futation,  and  to  deliver  to  his  friends  a  doubtful 
prognoftic.  The  operation  was  not  attended  with 
any  particular  circumftances  in  itfelf :  great  care 
was  taken  to  draw  up  the  mufcles,  and  to  faw  off 
the  bones  as  high ’as  poffible,  this  being  the  b eft 
method  to  make  a  good  flump  :  but  the  patient 
from  his  irritable  habit  complained  exceffively  of 
pain,  therefore  proper  doles  of  opiates  were  order¬ 
ed,  fome  blood  was  taken  from  the  arm,  a  glyfler 
next  day  injefled,  and  all  poffible  means  ufed  to 
keep  him  quiet  and  eafy.  The  wound  was  dreffed 
the  fourth  day,  very  carefully  avoiding  force  in 
removing  the  dofTiis,  and  lint  dipped  in  warm  oil 
was  applied  over  the  whole  furface,  a  fomentation 
ufed  and  the  flump  afterwaArds  rolled  up  very 
gently.  Two  circumftances  occurred  in  a  few 
days,  both  of  them  unfavourable  ;  the  one,  an  un¬ 
common  protrufion  of  the  ftefhy  fibres  of  the  muf¬ 
cles,  and  rather  of  a  cancerous  appearance  ;  the 
other,  a  thin,  ichorous  and  foetid  difeharge.  Add 
to  thefe  a  continual  lancinating  pain  and  fhooting 
as  it  were,  which  deprived  the  patient  of  reft,  and 
at  length  (as  we  fhall  find  by  and  by)  of  reafon. 

In  refpefl  to  the  phyfical  treatment  of  this  cafe 
it  confifled  chiefly  in  duly  obferving  the  diet  and 
regimen,  the  neceffary  evacutions,  and  in  giving 
the  Cort.  Peruv.  as  foon  as  poffible,  hoping  by  that 
means  to  correfl  the  accrimonious  difeharge  ;  ano¬ 
dynes  likewife  were  adminiftered  in  proportion 
as  the  pain  was  violent,  tho5  perhaps  not  fo  freely 
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as  future  experience  would  now  juftify.  But  by 
no  exhortations  or  arguments  could  we  quell  that 

uncommon  perturbation  of  mind  under  which  he 
perpetually  laboured  :  and  befides  we  had  another 
difficulty  to  ftruggle  againft,  which  arofe  from  a 
diforder  in  his  ftomach  and  the  cefophagus,  info- 
much  that  he  was  fcarcely  able  to  fwallow,  or  to 
keep  any  thing  upon  his  ftomach.  Thefe  fymp- 
toms  (whether  fpafmodic  or  not)  were  very  alarm¬ 
ing,  as  they  plainly  fhewed  the  habit  of  the  body 
to  be  exceeding  bad,  from  which  caufe  the  dis¬ 
charge  in  the  wound  became  ill-conditioned,  and 
the  abforption  in  all  probability  excited  thofe  com¬ 
plaints  in  the  capital  organs  juft  now  mentioned. 
Mean  time,  the  dreffings  and  applications  were  of 
the  mildeft  kind  to  avoid  irritation  ;  but  all  our 
endeavours  proved  ineffectual,  his  pain  became  in- 
fupportable,  and  his  mind  quite  defperate,  info- 
much  that  he  made  two  attempts  to  deftroy  him- 
felf  j  in  the  laft  of  which  he  had  almoft  fucceeded 
by  means  of  a  garter  which  he  concealed,  and  with 
which  he  was  found  -nearly  ftrangled,  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  that  he  was  brought  to  himfelf. 
The  fymptoms  ftill  became  worfe,  and  the  patient 
died  on  the  fixteenth  day  after  the  operation. 

Upon  confidering  with  the  utmoft  attention  all 
the  circumftances  which  occurred  in  this  cafe,  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  a  cancerous  habit  was  the 
caufe  that  rendered  it  unfortunate  :  probably  this 
difpofition  might  lie  dormant  for  a  long  time,  and 
yet  manifeft  itfelf  upon  this  accidental  occafion, 
the  humour  then  being  roufed,  and  immediate  fly¬ 
ing  to  the  wound.  The  conftant  lancinating  pain 
fecms  to  corroborate  fuch  an  opinion  :  and  in  re- 
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fpeCt  to  the  unhappy  ftate  of  his  mind,  I  account 
for  it  from  the  fame  caufe,  having  obferved  that 
cancerous  difeafes  and  infanity  are  more  nearly 
related  than  hath  commonly  been  taken  notice  of. 
The  encephalon  no  doubt  is  affeCted  by  that  in¬ 
corrigible  acrimony  which  attends  all  cancers,  and 
as  a  proof  of  this  we  may  fee  that  people  labour¬ 
ing  under  fo  dreadful  an  infirmity  are  generally 
fubjedt  to  fits  of  the  worfl  and  mod  flubborn  na¬ 
ture,  in  confequence  of  which  the  operations  of 
the  mind  become  difturbed  and  irregular,  and  the 
difpofition  faturnine,  melancholly  and  inactive. 
Thefe  difeafes  are  fometimes  hereditary,  and  will 
defcend  to  pofterity,  breaking  out  at  different 
times,  appearing  in  various  fhapes,  uniting  with 
others  in  a  manner  fcarcely  to  be  traced  out,  and 
operating  in  an  infinity  of  modes  and  circumflances 
impoffible  to  be  fully  explained. 

But  granting  that  this  conjecture  may  account 
for  the  caufe  of  this  patient’s  misfortune,  I  have 
fince  been  revolving  in  my  mind  whether  anything 
was  omitted  in  the  cafe  which  might  have  been  of 
real  fervice*,  and  I  frankly  own,  that  if  a  cafe  any- 
wife  fimilar  fhould  again  occur  to  me,  1  would  ufe 
opium  more  liberally  than  I  did  in  this.  Pain  in 
fuch  an  extreme  ought  to  be  fubdued  at  all  events* 
and  therefore  I  recommend  (and  I  will  for  the  fu¬ 
ture  give)  the  largefl  dofes  till  the  defired  end  is 
obtained  •,  taking  care  however  to  counteract  any 
bad  efteCls  that  may  arile  from  them  by  proper 
dilution  and  glyfters. 

In  the  fpace  of  three  years  four  accidents  hap¬ 
pened,  producing  almoft  fimilar  effeCts,  by  force- 
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ing  the  tibia  off  from  the  aftragalus  ;  tho*  vary  in  o- 
in  fome  other  circumftances,  in  refpedt  to  the  dif¬ 
ferent  degree  of  laceration.  All  of  them  however 
required  amputation,  and  in  three  the  operation 
was  performed  ;  one  was  the  cafe  juft  now  related, 
the  two  others  did  well :  the  fourth  was  an  old 
man,  who  obftinately  refufed  to  lofe  his  leg,  and 
lay  for  a  long  time  in  a  miferable  condition,  fuf- 
fering  all  the  pain  and  ill  effedts,  which  muft  un¬ 
avoidably  happen  in  a  fradture  of  the  joint,  and 
dying  at  laft  of  a  mortification  in  the  wounded 
part.  I  deemed  it  unlucky  to  have  all  thole  cafes 
fall  under  my  care,  becaufe  very  little  reputation 
is  gained  by  performing  amputations,  efpecially 
in  recent  fractures,  when  it  is  moft  eligible  and 
moft  expedted  to  fave  the  limb.  However,  as 
thefe  exigencies  will  now  and  then  happen,  the 
man  who  is  confcious  that  he  adts  upon  right  prin¬ 
ciples  ought  to  be  incapable  of  fear,  and  above 
minding  the  cenfure  of  the  undiftinguifhing,  the 
ignorant,  and  malevolent  part  of  the  world. 

I  fhall  conclude  this  article  with  obferving,  that 
in  all  fradtures  and  injuries,  which  in  their  confe- 
quences,  from  the  nature  and  ftrudture  of  the 
parts  in  quefticn,  may  prove  dangerous ;  the 
greateft  judgment  and  fagacity,  and  the  moft  cau¬ 
tious  deliberation  are  requifite  to  determine  when 
amputation  is  abfolutely  neceffary.  To  decide 
this  point  in  cafes  of  fudden  accidents  is  fometimes 
difficult :  and  in  chronical  diforders  affedting  the 
joints  in  cancerous  or  fcrophulous  habits,  though 
amputation  may  leemingly  be  the  means  ol  redu¬ 
cing  the  affair  to  fimpler  principles,  yet  we  muft 

confkler 
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confider  whether  the  confti rational  malady,  cut 
oft  as  it  were  in  fome  extremity  of  the  body,  may 
not  return  with  more  fatal  violence  in  other  nobler 
parts.  And  again,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  in 
confequence  of  amputation  being  performed  upon 
fudden  occafions  in  a  full  and  perhaps  a  diftemp- 
ered  habit,  the  conftitution  of  the  patient  muft 
undergo  a  very  conhderable  change ;  for  the 
force  of  the  heart  remaining  the  fame,  and  the 
quantity  of  chyle  and  of  blood  generated  equal 
to  what  it  was  before  the  accident,  and  a  great 
portion  of  the  arterial  fyftem  cut  off  which  ufed 
to  receive  it,  what  muft  become  of  the  fuperfluous 
blood  ?  I  fhould  apprehend  fome  ill  effects  from 
the  check  given  to  the  circulation  ;  but  in  what 
organs,  or  in  what  forms  of  difeafe  they  may  ap¬ 
pear  I  cannot  pretend  to  determine,  therefore  I 
fli  all  leave  this  as  a  matter  of  {peculation  to  be 
difcuffed  amongft  thofe  who  are  fond  of  phyfto- 
logical  enquiries. 


xmxmxmxmxMxmxm^ 


Medical  Problems  or  Que [lions* 


A  N  anonymous  correfpondent  juftly  obferving 
that  medical  problems  would  tend  to  the  ad¬ 
vancement  of  medical  knowledge,  propofes  the 
following  to  the  confideration  of  the  gentlemen  of 
the  faculty  ;  and  as  it  is  much  eafier  to  afk  quef- 
tions  than  to  folve  them,  I  have  here  Hated  his 
queries  that  they  may  be  anfwered  by  fuch  readers 
of  this  mifcellany  who  chufe  to  attend  to  them. 

I .  How 
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1 .  Plow  to  didinguifh  the  Gout  from  the  Rheu - 
matifm  when  it  affedts  both  the  external  and  in„ 
ternal  parts  ? 

In  anfwer  to  this  quedion  we  fball  tranflate  a 
paffage  or  two  out  of  Hoffman .  66  The  antient 

46  phyficians  (faith  he)  comprehended  all  kinds  of 
44  pain  infeding  either  the  external  mufcular  parts 
44  or  the  articulations  of  the  joints  under  the 
44  name  of  arthritis  or  gout%  the  word  rheumatifm 
44  not  being  then  known.  In  the  laft  age  the 
44  mod  eminent  phyficians  of  France ,  viz.  Pifo , 
44  Riverius ,  Ballonius ,  Chefneau ,  didinguifhed  fuch 
44  pains  as  affed  the  middle  part  of  the  limbs, 
44  the  mufcles  of  the  neck,  arms,  fcapula,  thighs, 
44  hands,  by  the  appellation  of  rheumatic  :  calling 
44  thofe  pains  gouty  which  have  their  feat  in  the 
44  joints  and  their  articulatitons..”  Again  our 
author  remarks,  44  That  in  the  rheumatifm  the 
44  mufcles  with  their  membranes,  and  the  tendons 
44  at  the  places  of  their  infertion  to  the  bones  are 
44  afdided  with  great  pain  ;  but  in  the  gout ,  the 
44  ligaments  and  tendinous  nervous  parts  at  the 
44  joints  fuffer  dill  feverer  pain,  infomuch  that  in 
44  an  inveterate  gout  the  difeafe  becomes  deeper 
44  feated,  occupying  the  very  cavities  of  the  joints. 
44  The  degree  of  pain  therefore  is  different,  for  in 
44  the  rheumatifm  it  is  more  tenfe  and  heavy,  joined 
44  with  a  fenfe  of  cold  without  any  remarkable  tu- 
44  mour  or  rednefs  ;  but  in  the  gonty  it  is  lancinat- 
44  ing,  didending,  pungent,  jud  as  if  the  parts 
44  were  tearing  afunder,  attended  with  great  fwell- 
44  ing  and  rednefs.',,‘,,  From  this  defeription  of 
*  Hoffm.  tom.  iv.  fe&.  2.  cap.  viii. 

Q. 


Hoffman 
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Hoffman  *  we  may  gather,  that  the  gout  and  rheu~ 
itia'tifm  are  nearly  allied  :  but  the  moil  material 
point  to  be  confidered  is,  how  far  an  accurate  di- 
ftinction  made  between  thefe  two  difeafes  will  tend 
to  inform  our  practice  in  the  modus  medendi  ?  Will 
thofe  evacuations  and  remedies  fuppofed  proper  in 
one  cafe  do  harm  in  the  other  ?  I  am  afraid  that 
no  general  rule  can  be  laid  down,  becaufe  a  great 
variety  of  Symptoms  may  occur  in  different  confti- 
tutions,  requiring  even  oppofite  methods  of  treat¬ 
ment,  to  be  decided  only  by  the  judgment  and  Sa¬ 
gacity  of  the  phyfician  in  each  particular  exigence. 

2.  Hippocrates  fays,  black  vomitings  are  always 

fatal ;  the  querift  hath  known  two  men  die  within 
forty-eight  Hours  after  the  appearance  of  thefe 
Symptoms  —  from  what  caufes  then  do  they 
arife  ?  -  '  ;  A  r  ,^1  ' 

3.  Whether  the  general  ufe  of  bleeding  in  all 
fainting  fits,  even  when  there  is  little  or  no  pulfe, 
is  right  ?  if  So,  how  does  this  evacuation  Succeed, 
as  evacuation  is  commonly  fuppofed  to  weaken  ? 

This  is  a  queflion  of  great  importance,  the 
rnoft  experienced  practitioners  having  been  fome_ 
times  doubtful  concerning  the  propriety  t>f  bleed¬ 
ing  upon  fuch  occafions :  for  in  Some  cafes  where- 

*  It  may  be  obferv’d  how  frequently  we  make  ufe  of 
Hoffman's  authority  in  the  courfe  of  this  work.  Indeed  there 
is  no  one  author  from  whom  fo  much  knowledge  may  be  ac¬ 
quired  as  from  him.  The  efteem  in  which  his  works  are 
held  in  Germany  is  great  and  un-iverfal.  Perhaps  fome  may 
think,  that,  the  medicines  he  recommends  are  not  fuffici- 
ently  powerful  on  fome  occafitfns,  tho’  his  definitions  of  dif. 
eafes  and  fymptoms  are  excellent. ' 


in 
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in  that  evacuation  has  been  proved  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffiary,  yet  no  indications  in  favour  of  it  could 

upon  firit  examination  be  taken  from  the  pulfe. 
It  is  very  difficult  to  determine  in  what  manner, 
the  encephalon  is  affected  by  the  circulation,  and 
'vice  verfa  in  what  manner  the  arterial  fyftem  is. 
impeded  in  its  operation,  by  the  paffions  of  the 
mind,  or  by  nervous  fymptoms,  from  whatever 
caufe  arifing.  Even  in  apoplexies  an  indifcrimi- 
nate  ufe  of  the  lancet  hath  been  extremely  prejiu 
dicial,  as  likewife  in  epilepfies  and  paralytic  dif- 
eafes  j  for  many,  of  thefe  require  medicines  that 
initantly  irritate,  vojatiles,  external  fridtions,  and 
acrid  applications  to  rouze  the  vital  powers,  and. 
reftore  to  aftion  thofe  important  organs  whofe  of¬ 
fices  have  become  luddenly  lufpended.  By  what 
criterion  therefore  can  we  judge,  or  what  certain 
rule  can  we  lay  down,  in  regard  to  the  propriety 
of  bleeding  in  fainting  fits,  or  in  diforders  of  the 
encephalon ,  or  in  a  -fudden  deprivation  of  the 
fenfes  ?  Thefe  ate  queries  which  we  beg  leave 
to  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of  more  able  and 
experienced  phyficians. 


i.  ■  r'  .  '■  kg . 

Good  effects  of  the  Cicuta,'  in  a  dijeafed 

Eye-lid. 


7  \ 

G.  f .  upwards  of  eight  years  of  age,  very 
healthy  from  his  infancy,  was  feized  in  De¬ 
cember  laft  with  a  complaint  in  his  eyes  :  both  of 

2  them 
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them  fwelled  prodigioufly.  were  very  painful,  and 
difcharged  a  great  quantity  of  hot  water.  The 
parents  of  the  boy  fomented  his  eyes  at  firft  with 
a  deco£tion  of  emollient  herbs,  and  applied  fome 
Cerat.  Efulot.  with  a  poultice  of  bread  and  milk 
over  the  whole.  This  they  continued  for  the 
fpace  of  one  week,  during  which  time  he  was 
purged  with  pil.  ex  colocynth.  fimp.  However 
no  fenfible  amendment  was  perceived,  but  on  the 
contrary  the  upper  lid  of  the  right  eye  became 
inverted,  and  fwelled  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  totally 
obftrufted  the  fight  of  that  eye.  This  fwelling 
appeared  more  like  a  fleihy  excrefcence  bulging- 
out  of  the  eye,  than  what  it  really  was  a  great  en-~ 
largement  of  the  inner  eye-lid  inverted. 

The  furgeon  confulted  in  this  cafe  ordered  firft 
a  ftrong  fomentation  of  Hemleck ,  together  with  a 
poultice  of  the  bruiied  herb  mixed  with  bread  and 
milk.  At  the  fame  time  the  patient  took  Pulv . 
Bafilic .  in  proper  dofes  and  intervals  of  time.  The 
fwelled  Part  was  fcarified,  which  operation  gave 
great  relief  the  difcharge  from  a  hot  watry  hu¬ 
mour,  became  of  a  better  confidence,  refembling 
mild  pus.  Still  the  fwelling  and  obftrudtion  of 
fight  remained  the  fame,  and  therefore  the  Chula 
was  given  internally,  in  the  following  form  mixed 
with  Calomel,  and  Pulv.  Jalap. 


R  Extr.  Cicutae. 

Calomel,  pp. 

Pulv.  Jalap,  aa.  gr.  vi,  m.  f.  Pil.  vi,  capiat 
unam  omni  no£le  h.  f. 

He 
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He  continued  taking  thefe  pills  for  a  week,  and 
then  the  quantity  of  Cicuta  was  increafed  to  gr.  ift. 
and  afterwards  to  two  grains  :  with  the  ufe  of  thefe 
pills  and  the  poultices,  the  eye  became  much  bet’ 
ter,  and  at  the  end  of  two  months  the  inner  por¬ 
tion  of  the  eye-lid  (at  firft  fo  horrid  a  fpedacle) 
bulged  out  no  more,  and  the  patient  recovered  his 
fight  and  the  free  motion  of  the  eye-lid  like  wife. 

Perhaps  fome  objection  may  be  made  to  admit¬ 
ting  this  cafe  as  a  clear  example  in  favour  of  the 
Cicuta ,  becaufe  other  medicines  were  joined  with 
it :  but  if  we  refled  that  little  or  no  benefit  was  ob¬ 
tained  till  the  Cicuta  was  ufed  both  internally  as 
well  as  externally,  there  will  fcarce  remain  any 
room  to  doubt  its  efficacy  in  this,  and  perhaps  in 
fimilar  cafes.  I  have  purpofely  feleded  fome 
other  patients  in  order  to  give  the  Cicuta  a  fair 
trial :  for  altho’  Dr.  Stork's  book  appears  very  ex¬ 
traordinary,  and  his  aflertions  very  extravagant, 
yet  it  certainly  will  be  entitled  to  praife,  if  the  leaft 
good  refults  from  it  *,  and  the  Cicuta  will  be  a  very 
ufeful  addition  to  the  articles  in  the  materia  medica 
if  it  proves  capable  of  abating  in  any  degree  either 
cancerous  Qr  fcrophulous  acrimony. 


A  fatal  flooding  Cafe ,  and  an  Adheflon  of  the. 

Placenta. 

^  F  a  woman  of  twenty-three  years  of  age  being 
in  labour  of  her  firft  child,  fent  for  the  mid¬ 
wife  on  April  28,  about  four  o’clock,  and  was 

delivered 
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delivered  at  ten  the  fame  night.  The  funis  being 
twilled  feveral  times  about  the  child,  was  broke  off 
in  the  delivery  clofe  to  the  Placenta  \  the  woman 
flooded  very  much,  and  the  midwife  fent  for  more 
afliftance,  but  all  endeavours  ufed  to  extract  the 
Placenta  proved  ineffectual :  the  patient  died  about 
twelve  o’clock  the  next  day,  and  in  proper  time 
the  body  was  opened. 

The  uterus  being  laid  open,  the  Placenta  was 
found  fo  ftrongly  adhering  to  the  fundus ,  that  the 
operator  could  not  poffibly  feparate  it:  a  manifeff 
proof  in  favour  of  that  opinion  heretofore  advanced 
of  the  impropriety  of  ufing  violence  in  delivering 
the  Placenta.  And  in  order  to  demonitrate  the  im- 
poffibility  of  extracting  in  this  cafe,  and  to  remove 
the  prejudices  too  much  prevailing,  the  parts  in 
queftion  were  ffewn  to  the  attendants,  and  the  na¬ 
ture  of  the  adhefion  diftinCtly,  explained.  During 
the  pregnancy  of  this  woman  fhe  was.  free  from 
complaintSj  excepting  a  pain  in  the  fide,  for  which; 
Hie  was  now  and  then  obliged  to  1 6(6  blood. 


s  ; .  an 


Commentaries  on  New  Medical 

Books. 


\X7E  fhall  now  finifn  the  account  of  the  medi¬ 
cal  productions  in  T  767,  in  as  concife  a 
manner  as  poffible,  ftill  omitting  for  the  prefent 
the  books  wrote  upon  Inoculation ,  which  we  pro- 
pole  to  review  hereafter  in  a  feparate  article,  re¬ 
served  for  that  fubjeCt.  In  regard  to  the  perform¬ 
ances 


•  The  MEDICAL  MISCELLANY.  129 

ances  in  1768,  they  will  require  more  particular 
notice,  as  the  title  of  this  Mifcellany  exprelTes  the 
intention  of  the  author  to  give  an  account  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  medical  literature.  I  fhall  mention 
the  books  in  the  fame  order  they  were  read. 

Medical  EfTays  and  Observations ,  by  Charles 

Billet,  M.  D. 

Dr.  Biffed s  EfTays  contain  many  ufeful  practical 
remarks,  extremely  well  calculated  for  thofe  who 
refide  in  the  JVeJl-Indies .  In  the  ninth  article, 
which  he  calls,  A  Phyfiological  Inquiry ,  relative  to 
Perfpiration ,  and  the  fpeedy  Admiffion  of  topical  Me¬ 
dicines  to  deep  feated  local  affe diions  *,  our  author  ob- 
ferves  towards  the  conclufion  of  it,  that  the  difco- 
very  of  the  valved  lymphatics  is  by  no  means  new  ; 
and  then  quotes  almoft  the  fame  paiTages  from 
Hoffman  as  have  been  cited  in  this  Mifcellany,* 
Thus  we  fee  that  different  perfons  may  ufe  the 
fame  expreffions  without  being  guilty  of  plagia- 
rifm,  for  that  article  of  the  Medical  Mifcellany  was 
wrote  before  the  author  had  feen  the  paffage  in  Dr* 
Biffet .  It  would  take  up  too  much  room  to  give 
quotations  out  of  this  author,  whofe  ability  and  di¬ 
ligence  in  his  profeffion  are  unqueftionable,  and 
therefore  I  fhall  content  myfelf  with  recommend¬ 
ing  his  book  in  general  to  the  perufal  of  gentle- 
the  faculty. 

4  <*■»-  *  >  (  1  .V  J »  •  J  »  ■  .  ,  .  4  1  ,•  f 

Practical  Dir  ell  ions,  &c.  by  Dr.  Harvie, 

c  ^ 

Dr.  Harvie  (whofe  merit  in  teaching  Midwifery 
hath  greatly  recommended  him)  gives  in  this  work 

*  Vid,  Med.  Mifc.  pag.  79,  and  So. 


of 
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of  his  the  fame  opinion'  relative  to  extracting  the 
'Placenta ,  as  hath  already  been  advanced  in  this 
Mifcellany.  And  he  like  wife  here  teaches  a  me" 
thod  of  preferving  the  perimum  in  labour,  nearly 
the  fame  to  that  which  he  fo  frequently  hath  re¬ 
commended  in  his  leCtures :  but  in  this  as  well  as 
many  other  eircumftances  in  practice,  every  man’s 
reafon  muft  fugged  to  him  thofe  methods  which  in 
variety  of  fituations  and  exigencies  it  is  impofilble 
to  defcribe  in  books,  efpecially  in  fuch  cafes  where 
manual  operations  are  to  be  performed* 

v  London  Medical  Enquiries  and  Obfervations .  Vol.  3. 

In  regard  to  the  London  Medical  Eftays  fo  long 
expeCted  by  the  world  thefe  having  the  fanCtion  and 
being  publifhed  by  the  order  of  a  very  learned  and 
refpeCtable  body  of  men,  muft  confequently  con¬ 
tain  many  valuable  articles  and  indeed  there  is 
a  refpeCt  due  to  a  fociety  which  few  individuals 
can  claim.  Thofe  readers  who  have  profited  by 
the  preceding  volumes  will  not  find  their  expecta¬ 
tions  difappointed  in  this.  I  fhall  beg  leave  to 
make  a  few  remarks  on  fome  of  the  articles  in  this 
ufeful  collection. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Bayfcrd ,  after  defcribing 
the  appearances  of  two  aneuryfmal  tumours  *  in  a 

*  Thefe  humours  differed  in  fize  and  fituation ;  the  leaffc 
was  an  enlargement  of  the  common  trunk  of  the  right  fubc-* 
lavian  and  carotid  arteries,  the  larger  was  an  aneuryfmal  fac 
formed  in  confequence  of  a  diflenfion  of  the  Aorta  T)efcendens% 
by  which  means  the  11th  and  12th  vertebrae  of  the  back 
were  eroded,  together  with  fome  portion  of  the  interverte¬ 
bral  fubftance. 


patient 
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patient,  whole  body  he  examined,  which  appear¬ 
ances  are  more  clearly  expreflfeT-on  copper-plates 
well  engraved,  proceeds  thus,  “  The  caufes 
“  of  aneuryfms  which  are  not  evidently  derived 
“  from  external  injuries,  are  fo  very  obfcure,  that 
“  I  fhall  readily  hand  excufed,  I  believe,  for  not 
“  hazarding  any  reafoning  upon  the  fubjedl  •,  but 
cc  that  I  may  not  appear  to  have  given  the  hihory 
“  of  a  ufelefs  diffedtion,  I  fnall  venture  to  make 

a  few  obfervations,  which  naturally  arife  from 
<£  the  cafe. 

cc  It  is  fome  fatisfadtion  to  be  enabled  to  ac- 
“  count  for  morbid  fymptoms,  though  the  dif- 
“  eafes  which  give  rife  to  them,  may  be  in  their 
“  own  nature  incurable ;  for,  where  we  cannot 
cc  relieve,  we  fhall  at  leah  be  prevented  from  do- 
“  ing  harm.  In  the  prefent  cafe,  every  fymptom 
*c  which  afflidled  this  poor  man  was  fully  explain- 
<c  ed  by  the  examination  of  the  body  after  death. 
c£  The  pulfation  of  the  part  is  underflood  from 
c‘  the  nature  of  the  difeafe ;  the  laborious  and 
u  painful  refpiration,  was  undoubtedly  owing  to 
cc  the  connexion  of  the  aneuryfma!  tumour  with 
“  the  diaphragm ,  as  was  the  dropfy  probably  to 
“  the  obftrudtion  of  the  refluent  blood  in  the  vena 
iC  cava  inferior ,  and  the  fevere  pains  in  the  back 
“  to  the  erofion  of  thofe  parts.  Now,  though  the 
“  aneuryfm  which  produced  this  variety  of  dread- 
C£  ful  fymptoms,  was  in  itfelf  incurable,  yet  the 
<c  caufe  being  underftood,all  thofe  remedies  which 
u  might  have  been  exceedingly  proper  in  an 

R  afthma 
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cc  afihma  or  dropfy  alone,  would  have  been  here 
u  either  ufelefs  or  hurtful.” 

Again  Mr.  Bayford  fenfibly  obferves,  “  I  think 
one  may  venture  to  pronounce,  that  there  is  no 
certain  criterion  for  diftinguifhing  the  exiftence  of 
an  internal  aneuryfm,  before  it  has  made  its  way 
to  the  furfaee  of  the  body.  It  may,  ?tis  true, 
produce  a  variety  of  fymptoms,  by  its  preftufe 
upon  the  neighbouring  vifcera  ;  but  will  not  the 
fame  fymptoms  follow  from  any  other  tumour, 
fimilar  in  fize  and  fituation  ?  It  is  certain,  that 
the  mere  pulfation  of  a  part  muft  ever  be  deemed 
equivocal,  as  that  fo  often  happens  without  any 
manifeft  difeafe  in  the  arterial  fyfterh.*” 

We  come  next  to  fome  cafes  of  empbyfema  *,  and 
here  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  premife,  that  the 
firft  accurate  cafe  of  this  nature  was  related  by 
Dr.  Hunter ,  in  the  firft  vol.  of  the  London  Medi¬ 
cal  Enquiries,  from  the  defcription  of  which,  as  a 
mafterly  performance,  he  hath  gained  great  ho¬ 
nour.— All  thefe  fubfequent  cafes  are  recorded, 
and  depend  upon  the  fame  principles  ;  and  there¬ 
fore,  tho’  they  have  great  merit  in  themfelves,  we 
fhall  not  enlarge  noon  them.  At  the  12th  article 

Q  x 

I  beg  leave  to  flop,  that  I  may  afk  Mr.  Burchall 
in  the  moft  refpedlful  manner,  whether  or  not  he 
hath  obferved  any  future  ill  confequences,  in  re¬ 
gard  to  the  health  of  the  patient,  whofe  thigh  he 
fo  fuccefsfully  preferved,  by  performing  the  opera- 

#  An  example  or  two  confirming  the  truth  of  thefe  re¬ 
marks,  will  be  given  in  our  flext  Number,  with  full  illuf- 
trations. 
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tion  for  an  aneuryfm  in  the  crural  artery  ?  In  the ; 
14th  article  we  have  an  aftoniffiing  account  of  a 
difeafed  eye,  communicated  by  Mr.  Hayes  fur- 
geo, i,  in  which  cafe  no  lels  than  feventy  grains  of 
Extract.  Cicut.  were  given  in  a  day,  and  repeated 
for  three  or  four  days  :  this  cafe  proved  fatal,  not¬ 
withstanding  the  molt  able  phyficians  and  furgeons 
in  England  were  confulted.  In  the  15th  article 
Dr.  Dickfon  communicates  fome  cafes,  which  plead 
in  favour  of  the  application  of  Veficatories ,  to 
the  region  of  the  os  jacrum ,  in  incontinence  of 
urine  ;  and  at  the  fame  time  the  inefficacy  of  the 
Uva  urfi  is  mentioned.  In  the  2 2d  article  we 
have  a  relation  of  fome  experiments  made  with 
the  decoftion  of  the  root  of  the  Mezerecn ,  in  ca¬ 
fes  of  venereal  nodes,  by  Dr.  Alexander  Rujfell , 

I  rejoice  at  the  leall  profpebt  of  hope,  to  find  any 
fimple  medicine  pofifefs  the  power  of  difperfing  fo 
obftinate  a  complaint  as  the  venereal  node.  In 
the  34th  article  we  meet  with  fome  melancholy 
cafes  of  the  bite  of  a  mad  dog,  related  by  Dr. 
Dickfon ,  in  which  we  find  that  all  methods,  tho’ 
judicioufiy  administered,  were  unfuccefsful :  none 
of  the  three  patients  who  were  bit  by  this  fame 
mad  dog,  went  to  the  fait  water  :  and  therefore  I 
am  defired  to  take  this  opportunity  of  aiking, 
what  method  it  is  moft  advifeable  to  purfue  in 
thefe  dreadful  exigencies  ?  What  would  a  phyfi- 
cian  himfelf  do  on  fuch  an  occafion  ?  Would  he 
depend  upon  mercurial  unction,  upon  the  tonqnin 
medicine,  or  upon  dipping  ?  the  queftion  is  inte¬ 
resting,  and  I  hope  fome  gentleman  of  the  faculty 
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will  be  fo  obliging  as  to  give  his  fentiments  more 
fully  and  explicitly  upon  it. 

After  thefe  few  obfervations  on  fome  articles  in 
this  medical  colledion,  it  behoves  me  to  fay,  that 
the  whole  performance  merits  the  higheft  praife, 
and  will  it  is  to  be  hoped,  always  meet  with  equal 
encouragement. 

A  Review  of  the  Venereal  Difeafe  and  its  Remedies x 
by  William  Fordyce,  Surgeon, 

In  the  next  place  we  are  to  mention  Mr.  For-, 
dvce’s  review  of  the  venereal  difeafe.  To  do  this 
performance  ample  juftice,  would  require  more 
pages  than  the  limits  of  this  work  will  allow  :  1 

may  fafelv  aver,  that  thofe  who  are  moft  conver- 
fant  and  capable  in  this  branch  of  pradice,  will 
have  moft  reafon  to  efteem  this  work,  of  which 
here  follows  a  concife  analvfis :  Our  author  in 

s 

his  introduction  gives  fome  fenfible  cautions  againft 
relying  too  much  upon  great  authors  :  Sydenham 
is  cenfured  for  ufing  draftic  purges ;  Boerhave's 
opinions  are  difputed,  particularly  when  he  fays 
that  mercurial  medicines  are  not  ncceffary,  in  the 
firft  fpecies  of  a  Gonorrhea  :  Inguinal  glands  will 
become  difeafed  in  the  fecond  ftage,  in  fpite  of 
purging ;  in  the  third  ftage,  C owner’s  glands  are 
affected,  and  the  venemoUs  matter  hows  off  with 
the  difcharge  ^  but  Boerhaave  is  deficient  in  not 
fpecifying  when  mercurials  are  to  be  ufed  :  In  the 
fifth  fpecies  his  method  is  too  fevere,  moderate 
ufe  of  Ung .  Mercur.  Cort .  Peruv,  Milk  diet  and 
foftening  deccftions  are  recommended.  TheopL 
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nion  of  Boerhaave ,  that  a  confirmed  pox  is  lodged 
in  the  fat,  which  he  fays  ought  to  be  entirely 
melted  down  to  obtain  a  cure,  is  falfe  in  pradtice  ; 
for  the  natural  balfam  of  the  blood  muft  firft  be 
reftored,  the  difeafe  only  hid  for  a  time  by 
his  lowering  plan  breaks  out  afrefh  upon  change 
to  a  plentiful  diet.  Aftruc's  notion  of  a  Gonorr¬ 
hea  never  terminating  in  a  pox,  if  a  free  difcharge 
is  promoted,  erroneous  :  Corrofive  fublimate  is 
proved  often  ineffectual  and  pernicious,  and  is  too 
much  truftedby  empirics.  Gonorrhea  accurately  de- 
fcribed,  when  virulent,  not  fpeedily  cured  :  free 
running  not  a  prefervative  from  infection,  but 
fometimes  the  very  caufe  *  of  Jt,  unlefs  pre¬ 
vented  by  a  feafonable  interpofition  of  mercury, 
mercurial  inundtion  the  grand  fpecihc, — fevere  purg¬ 
ing  utterly  wrong,  it  irritates  the  bladder  and  ure¬ 
thra  by  flimulating  the  return  too  often, — ftridt 
attention  to  regimen  neceffary,  —  gentle  purging 
proper,  if  that  does  not  fucceed,  then  ufe  the  mer¬ 
curial  inundl ion, -f— caution  againft  exceffive  dilu¬ 
tion, —  nitre  and  diuretics  improper, —  repeated 
bleedings  neceffary, — the  ferotum  fhould  always 
be  kept  up, —  in  the  dwelled  tefticle  mercurial 
inundtion  to  its  full  extent,  farfa  &  bardana  drinks 
and  cicuta  poultices, —  Gleets  often  ill  treated, 
aftringents  improper,  Damn9 s  method  and  dexte¬ 
rity  praifed,— repelling  buboes  wrong  pradtice, — 
mercurial  undtion  or  application  to  chancres  and 

*  I  fuppofe  from  abforption. 

t  But  with  our  author’s  leave  I  mull:  needs  obferve,  that 
Calomel  is  very  often  neceffary,  and  in  feyere  pain  or  chordee. 
Opium. 

other 
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other  venereal  fores  and  tumours,  before  the  gene¬ 
ral  habit  is  thoroughly  rectified  by  a  proper  courfe, 
absolutely  condemned. — In  fcorbutic  and  fcrophu- 
lous  habits,  antifcorbutics,  corroborants,  open  air, 
will  mend  the  fores, — in  fcrophulous  difeafes  com¬ 
bined  with  venereal  mercury  does  harm,— cancerous 
buboes  curable  by  hemlock, — this  and  other  aconite 
medicines  highly  recommended,— in  chancres  mer¬ 
curial  application  infufficient  for  a  cure,— inunc¬ 
tion  is  requifite,—  the  difeafe  repelled  by  mercu¬ 
rial  d  re  flings  frequently  returns  with  aggravated 
fymptoms.  Does  mercurial  unCtion  always  effeCt 
a  cure  ? — always  in  healthy  bodies,  but  in  conftr 
tutions  vidated,  and  in  complicated  cafes  due  re¬ 
gard  rnuft  be  had  to  correcting  the  impure  juices, 
to  re  florin  g  the  blood  to  a  balfamic  Hate,  and  to 
difentangle  the  infection  from  the  habit, —  farfa 
highly  recommended,— the  venereal  difeafe  always 
progreflive, — never  abates  of  itfelf, — mu  ft  be  dif¬ 
en  gaged  from  other  infections,  and  then  mercury 
will  fucceed,— in  fcorbutic  and  fcrophulous  habits, 
Cort.  Peru*v ,  and  Cicuta  muft  pave  the  way  for  a 
cure, — injection  condemned,— neither  a  cure  nor  a 
preventive,— prophylactics,— the  beft  is  hydrargy¬ 
rum  dhTolved  in  animal  or  well-boiled  vegetable  oil, 
and  rubbed  upon  the  penis  ante  coitumP—oi  mer¬ 
curial  preparation,— its  ores  condemned, — -the  beft 
unguent  is  made  with  arg.  viv.  &  axung porcin.  aa, 
p .  a. — inanition  to  be  performed  on  the  thighs, 

*  I  look  upon  all  attempts  to  invent  a  prefervative  againft 
venereal  infection  as  ridiculous  ;md  vain  ;  the  poifon  is  too 
ludden  in  its  operation,  and  too  fubtle  to  be  guarded  againd. 

and 


The  MEDICAL  MISCELLANY.  137 

and  groin,  wearing  flannel  drawers  in  winter  and 
linen  ones  in  fummer. 

This  is  the  fubitance  of  Mr.  For  dyed s  dodtrine 
concerning  the  venereal  difeafe,  eftablifhed  no 
doubt  upon  found  and  rational  principles,  and  con¬ 
firmed  by  experience. 

An  Hijiorical  Account  of  a  New  Method  of  curing 
the  Scurvy  at  Sea ,  by  D.  Macbride,  M.  D. 

This  gentleman  recommends  the  ufe  of  Wort  in 
that  deftrudtive  malady  the  Sea  fcurvy,  and  pro¬ 
duces  feveral  cafes  to  prove  the  efficacy  of  this 
remedy  :  certainly  all  attempts  to  preferve  the 
Lives  and  health  of  that  brave  race  of  men  the 
failors,  will  always  meet  with  applaufe  and  encou¬ 
ragement.  Some  of  the  experiments  here  men¬ 
tioned  are  not  fo  conclufive  as  might  be  wiffied, 
owing  to  the  want  of  Malt ,  from  which  deficiency 
the  refult  of  them  remains  ftill  dubious  and  un¬ 
decided. 

Elements  of  the  Practice  of  Phyjic  by  G.  Fordyce, 

M.  D. 

To  give  a  complete  and  rational  fyflem  of  phy- 
fic  in  all  its  various  branches  feems  to  be  a  talk 
exceeding  the  abilities  of  any  one  Man. — -To  judge 
of  the  merit  of  fo  arduous  an  attempt,  is  beyond 
the  fkill  of  any  one  Critic . 

EJfays  Medical  and  Experimental ,  by  T.  Percival, 

M.  D. 

Dr.  Percival  is  an  eleerant  and  entertaining 
writer.  In  his  two  firft  elfays,  entiled  the  Empi¬ 
ric 
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ric  and  Dogmatic,  if  the  reader  does  not  dis¬ 
cover  any  great  practical  merit,  yet  certainly  he 
will  allow  them  to  be  good  School  Exercijes  :  In 
the  other  three  eiTays,  viz.  iii.  Experiments  and 
Obfervations  on  Aftringents  and  Bitters,— iv.  On 
the  Ufes  and  Operation  of  Blifters,— v.  On  the  Re- 
fcmblance  between  Chyle  and  Milk,  we  find  ma¬ 
ny  ufeful  remarks  worthy  the  attention  of  the  me¬ 
dical  reader,  and  proving  the  author  to  be  a  fkill- 
ful  phyfician. 

The  Gout  by  R.  Ingram,  Surgeon. 

There  are  in  the  news  papers  many  quack  ad- 
vertifements,  impofing  on  the  credulity,  and  diS 
gracing  the  legiflature  and  fe*nfe  of  this  nation  : 
but  we  are  forry  to  fee  Books  proftituted  for  the 
fame  purpofe, 

~j  -  ■ 

A  Treatife  on  Diet ,  &c.  by  F.,de  Velangin,  M.  D . 

This  author  mentions  m  one  of  his  cafes,  that  he 
recommended  riding  upon  an  afs  round  Moor- 
fields  to  a  London  tradefman,  as  a  gentler  mode 
of  exercifekhan  what  is  commonly  ufed.  How  far 
this  will  be  deemed  an  improvement  in  the  Gym - 
nafiic  part  of  medicine  we  fhall  not  pretend  to  de¬ 
termine,  but  we  may  venture  to  fay,  that  in  many 
palfages  of  his  performance  the  author  does  not 
appear  to  have  ftudied  the  art  of  narration  with 
much  fuccefs. 

This  is  the  general  idea  I  entertain  of  the  medi¬ 
cal  productions  in  1767.  As  to  thofe  publifhed 
in  this  prefent  year  1768,  an  account  of  them  will 
be  given  hereafter. 

O  / 
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Obfervations  on  the  new  Method 
of  Inoculation. 
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TO  enter  into  the  merits  of  Inoculation  in 
general,  when  fo  many  authors  have  al¬ 
ready  wrote  upon  the  fubjeCt,  and  fo  long  an  ex¬ 
perience  hath  proved  the  ufefulnefs  and  fuccefs  of 
this  falutary  practice,  would  now  be  deemed  an 
unneceffary,  and  even  a  difagreeable  talk  :  It 
would  appear  to  be  only  a  tedious  repetition  of 
arguments  whofe  validity,  time  and  faCts  have  fuf- 
ficiently  confirmed;  and  as  thefe  conftitute  the  bed 
evidence  in  favour  of  any  doClrine,  we  cannot 
more  effectually  ferve  the  caufe  of  Inoculation, 
than  by  appealing  to  fuch  innumerable  and  un~ 
anfwerable  teftimonies. 

But  it  muff  be  remarked,  that  although  the  re¬ 
ceived  praClice  of  Inoculation  had  proved  generally 
fuccefsful ;  yet  feveral  difficulties  occurred,  and 
confequently  many  objections  were  made,  which 
not  only  furnifhed  arguments  to  the  fuperftitious 
oppofers,  but  likewife  deterred  the  cautious,  nay 
even  the  fanguine  promoters  of  that  expedient, 
from  recommending  and  performing,  with  an 
alacrity  equal  to  its  fuccefs,  an  operation  trifling* 
eafy,  and  fafe  in  itfelf,  and  productive  of  the  moll 
important  benefits  to  Society ;  being  the  means 
of  fecuring  and  preferving  mankind  from  fo  loath- 
■fame  and  dangerous  a  difeafe  as  the  Small-Pox  * 
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a  difeafe,  we  may  add,  not  originally  belonging  to 
the  Englijh  climate  or  conftitution,  but  accidentally 
brought  from  foreign  parts,  and  ingrafted  by  in¬ 
fection  ;  a  difeafe  which  I  hope  in  time  will  be 
rendered  innoxious  at  leaft,  if  it  is  not  totally  ex¬ 
terminated  by  proper  methods  and  management. 

Many  improvements  therefore  were  long  want¬ 
ing  in  this  branch  of  Medicine  ;  and  accordingly 
improvements  equal  to  our  moil  fanguine  willies 
have  lately  been  introduced.  From  what  fource, 
or  from  what  particular  exertion  of  human  reafon- 
ing  and  faculties  they  arofe,I  will  not  pretend  to  de¬ 
termine.  It  feems  mod:  probable  that  we  owe  them 
in  their  firfb  rude  date,  to  iome  of  the  moll  ignorant 
and  lowed;  among!!  the  people  :  “  How  much  fo- 
44  ever  fuch  a  rede&ion  may  mortify  the  pride  of 
44  men  of  fcience,  (fays  Dr.  Baker)  it  cannot  but  be 
44  acknowledged  that  the  art  of  medicine  has,  in  fe- 
44  veral  indances,  been  greatly  indebted  to  accident ; 
44  and  that  fome  of  its  mod;  valuable  improvements 
44  have  been  re  ceived  from  the  hands  of  ignorance 
44  and  barbarifm.  This  truth  feems  remarkably 
44  exemplified  in  the  praCticee  of  Inoculation  of  the 
44  Small-pox*,  a  practice  which  chance  feems  to  have 
44  firft  fuggeded,  and  of  which  fome  poor  unknown 
4 1  illiterate  woman  was  probably  the  original  dif- 
44  coverer.”  Dimfdale  tells  us,  in  his  Introduction, 
£4  I  firfb  heard,  and  with  the  utmod  latisfaCtion, 
44  that  in  fome  parts  of  the  nation  a  new  and  more 

44  fuccefsful  method  of  inoculating  was  difcovered 

* 

44  thanhad  hitherto  been  praftifed,  The  relators 
46  gave  incredible  accounts  of  the  fuccefs,  which 

44  was 
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“  was  the  more  marvellous,  as  the  operators  were 
cc  chiefly  fuch,  as  (by  report)  could  lay  but  little 
c<  claim  to  medical  erudition.”  But  whether  ftudy, 
or  gradual  experience,  or  natural  and  intuitive 
fagacity,  or  meer  accident,  firft  fuggefted  the  means 
of  Inoculation,  cr  its  improvements,  is  a  queftion 
not  eafily  to  be  anfwered  :  perhaps,  in  regard  to 
fociety,  it  is  immaterial  whether  it  is  anfwered  or 
not  •,  or  whether  we  receive  inftru£tion  from  the 
grave  and  folemn  doctor,  or  from  the  itinerant : 
we  frequently  find  amongft  a  free  people,  that 
fome  of  the  lower  orders,  as  well  in  political  as  in 
medical  matters,  will  ftart  improvements  which 
the  college  or  the  council  would  never  have 
thought  of.  Let  it  then  fuffice,  that  we  are  able 
to  render  thefe  improvements  fubfervient  to  the 
general  welfare  and  prefervation  of  our  fellowr- 
creacures  ;  and  not  only  in  the  difeafe  under  prelent 
confideration,  but  in  others  likewife  upon  fimilar 
principles,  though  with  proper  cautions  and  re- 
ftrictions. 

Nor  will  it  be  deemed  of  much  confequence  to 
afcertain  exactly  the  aera  when  the  new  method  of 
Inoculation  was  firft  known  :  rnoft  probably  it 
was  found  out  by  gradual  obfervations,  and  by 
repeated  experiments,  though  it  became  chiefly 
popular  in  1765.  In  regard  to  the  particular 
perfon  to  whom  the  honour  of  the  difcovery  hath 
been  afcribed,  we  have  no  authority  from  himlelf 
to  fay  any  thing  :  Mr.  Sutton  carefully  avoided 
the  publifhing  of  his  method,  and  the  giving  us 
an  hiftory  of  his  proceedings :  what  we  learnt  firft 

S  2  was 
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was  from  reports  and  popular  fame,  which  ever 
delights  in  the  wonderful — Yet  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  vox  populi  was  in  this  inftance  right,  and 
that  Mr.  Sutton  had  a  very  juft  claim  to  praife  for 
his  improvements,  though  he  never  acquired  that 
glory  which  is  due  to  thofe  who  generoufiy  com¬ 
municate  their  knowledge  for  the  public  good,  and 
are  defervedly  efteemed  and  ranked  amongft  the 
friends  and  benefadtors  to  mankind. 

This  glory  to  which  illiterate  minds  can  fcarcely 
ever  afpire  or  arrive,  Dr.  Dimfuale^  endowed  with 
great  fagacity  and  fuperior  abilities,  hath  with  uni- 
verfal  applaufe  obtained.  He  had  long  been  mak-> 
ing  obfervations,  he  had  derived  all  neceftary  in¬ 
formation  from  reading,  he  compared  every  cir- 
cumftance  in  practice,  with  his  own  and  others* 
opinions,  and  at  length  happily  fuccCeded  in  find¬ 
ing  out  the  moft  rational  and  fafe  method  of  Ino¬ 
culation  hitherto  known.  He  did  more  :  he  im¬ 
mediately  publifiied  his  fentiments  for  the  good  of 
mankind*  and  generoufiy  explained  the  principles 
upon  which  he  grounded  his  pradtice,  and  his  book 
is  undoubtedly  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  medical  pro- 
dudtions  that  ever  appeared.  From  the  time  of 
his  publication,  therefore,  we  may  juftlv  date  the 
sera  of  the  new  method  of  Inoculation ;  and  the 
merit  which  Sutton  might  have  claimed,  had  he 
been  equally  open  and  explicit  (fuppofing  him 
equally  capable  of  writing)  was  by  all  iuftly  at¬ 
tributed  to  Dimfdale  :  upon  this  foundation  there¬ 
fore  the  matter  feems  to  reft ;  what  Dimfdale  wrote 
defer ves  our  thanks,  and  may  be  relied  upon  as 

authentic  j 
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authentic ;  but  as  to  what  others  wrote  concerning 

o 

Sutton's  method*,  (a  method  which  he  never  pub~ 

lifhed) 

*  Here  it  Teems  proper  to  fubmit  to  the  reader,  the  opi¬ 
nion  of  the  greateh  perfons  of  the  faculty,  relative  to  Mr. 
Sutton’s  Inoculation,  in  a  letter  figned  by  their  names,  in. 
which  is  exhibited,  a  fair  and  candid  view  of  the  matter. 

*1  be  opinion  of  his  Majefy’s  Pbyfcians  and  Surgeons ,  given  Jan , 
23,  1768,  in  regard  to  Meffrs .  Suttons  practice  in  Inocula¬ 
tion,  in  conference  of  a  letter  from  Sir  John  Pringle,  dated 
London,  May  6,  1 767,  to  Mr.  Brady  at  Bruflels  ;  and 
another  from  Count  Kaunitz  Rittberg,  dated  Vienna,  Dec. 
17,  1767,  to  Count  Seilern ,  Amhaffador from  the  E?nprefs 
£>ueen  to  the  King  of  Great-Britain . 

'  London,  Jan.  23,  1768. 
tc  The  Phylicians  and  Surgeons  of  the  King  of  Great- 
Britain,  in  obedience  to  his  Majehy’s  commands,  trans¬ 
mitted  to  them  by  the  Earl  of  Hertford,  his  Majehy’s  Lord 
Chamberlain,  have  perufed  and  duly  confidered  two  letters 
delivered  to  them ;  one  from  Count  Kaunitz  to  Count  Seilern f 
dated  Vienna  the  7th  of  December,  1767 ;  the  other  from  Sir 
John  Pringle  to  Mr.  Brady  at  Bruffels,  dated  London  the  6th 
of  May,  1767,  upon  the  fubject  of  the  Inoculation  for  the 
Small-Pox. 

They  humbly  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  no  report  what- 
foever,  in  refpect  to  the  general  fuccefs  of  Inoculation  in  this 
country,  can  greatly  exceed  the  truth  j  that  for  many  years 
pah  fcarce  one  in  a  thoufand  has  failed  under  the  inoculated 
Small-Pox,  even  before  the  time  of  the  Suttons ,  where  the 
patients  have  been  properly  prepared  before,  and  rightly 
treated  during  the  eruption,  with  refpeft  to  external  heat, 
diet,  cooling  and  opening  medicines. 

That  by  a  heady  obfervance  of  thefe  rules,  and  by  a.much 
freer  ufe  of  the  open  and  even  cold  air,  than  was  formerly 
known  in  this  country,  Mehrs.  Suttons  and  others  have  com¬ 
municated  the  Small-Pox  with  great  fuccefs,  and  have  thrown 
fome  new  lights  upon  the  fubject  of  Inoculation,  particular¬ 
ly  with  refpeft  to  the  expofmg  of  patients  to  the  open  air ; 

that 
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lifhed)  it  appears  to  be  moftiy  conjecture,  and 
opinion  undecided  by  fads.  No  wonder  then  that 
Dimjdale  has  fince  obtained  thofe  rewards  and  ho-. 

nours 

tliat  the  inoculators  in  England  in  general  have  adopted  this 
method,  and  experience  the  fuccefs  of  it  daily. 

That  they  are  of  opinion,  that  the  great  fuccefs  of  Meftrs. 
Suttons  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  advantages  arifing  from  the 
expofition  to  colder  air,  from  a  judicious  treatment,  and  the 
due  obfervance  of  fome  other  rules,  which  have  ufually  been 
followed  in  this  country  before,  and  not  to  any  peculiar  Nof- 
trum ,  or  fpecific  remedy. 

That  they  have  no  doubt,  but  that  the  method  of  Inocu¬ 
lation  pradtifedin  England  with  fuch  univerfal  fuccefs,  would 
be  as  fuccefsful  at  Vienna,  provided  the  Inoculation  wa$ 
performed  with  the  famefkill  and  prudence,  and  the  patients 
were  equally  fubmilfive  to  the  rules  diredled. 

In  anfwer  to  the  extradl  from  Sir  John  Pringle's  letter,  they 
beg  leave  to  make  the  following  obfervations  :  It  is  faid,  that 
the  number  of  puftules  on  the  whole  body  of  a  patient  ino¬ 
culated  by  Mr.  Sutton  does  not  exceed  one  hundred,  or  two 
hundred  at  mod,  commonly  not  a  dozen  :  if  it  is  meant  that 
the  number  of  puftules  can  he  determined ,  and  that  they  will 
never  exceed  two  hundred,  they  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that  this 
is  not  an  exadt  reprefentation  of  the  cafe  ;  for  though  it  will 
very  frequently  happen  that  the  number  of  puftules  will  not 
be  more  than  a  dozen,  yet  fometimes,  though  very  rarely, 
they  will  greatly  exceed  two  hundred. 

It  is  faid  that  Mr.  Sutton  does  not  require  his  patients  to 
keep  in  doors  :  this  paffage  Teems  to  imply  that  it  is  at  the 
option  of  the  patients  whether  they  will  go  out  or  no  ;  buc 
the  truth  is,  they  are  ftrictly  enjoined  to  go  abroad,  and  to 
expofe  themfelves  to  the  open  air.  It  is  faid  that  Mr.  Sutton 
has  inoculated  40,000  patients  ‘without  lojlng  one.  They  are 
not  able  to  afeertain  the  number^that  he  has  inoculated,  but 
believe  he  has  not  always  been  fuccefsful,  though  he  has 

failed  fo  very  feldom,  that  they  do  not  think  that  it  ought  to 
be  confidered  as  any  objedtion  to  his  method.  Sir 
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nours  in  Ruffm  which  he  juftly  merits,  and  that  his 
book  is  become  the  ftandard  of  our  praftice  in 
Inoculation,  from  which  every  man  may  be  in- 
ftrufted  fufficiently  in  eflential  points,  whatever 
alterations  particular  circumflances  and  conftitu- 
tions  may  require,  or  whatever  obfervations  may 
lead  to  future  improvements. 

Immediately  upon  the  publication  of  Dr.  Dim/- 
dale's  treadle,  the  lpirit  of  Inoculation  was  diffufed 
all  over  the  kingdom  :  every  man  became  defirous 
of  (haring  the  profit  and  the  fame  arifing  from  an 
operation  apparently  fo  eafy  and  fuccefsful :  ad- 
vertifements  were  publifned  without  number,  and, 
in  fhort,  one  would  have  imagined  that  all  other 

Sir  yobn  Pringle  adds,  that  when  Mr.  Sutton  is  called  to 
people  in  the  natural  Small-Pox,  who  are  in  danger,  and  at 
the  height,  or  crifis  of  the  diftemper,  the  firft  thing  that  he 
does  to  relieve  them  is,  to  expofe  them  to  the  open  air^  to 
carry  them  into  it  if  it  be  poffible,  and  this  even  in  the  winter ; 
and  if  they  are  not  in  a  condition  to  be  removed,  he  orders 
all  the  windows  and  bed- curtains  to  be  thrown  open.  They 
apprehend  this  prattice  has  been  found  unfuccefsful. 

The  buttons  are,  undoubtedly,  in  fome  refpeCts  improvers 
in  the  art  of  Inoculation,  but  by  applying  their  rules  fo  ge¬ 
nerally,  and  by  their  not  making  a  proper  allowance  for  the 
difference  of  the  conhitutions,  have  frequently  done  harm. 
All  their  improvements  have  been  adopted  by  other  inocula- 
tors,  and  in  the  hands  of  thefe  the  art  feems  to  be  carried  to 
very  great  perfection.  Signed 


Wm.  Duncan, 

Cl.  W i ntringham, 
R.  Warren, 

J.  Raney, 

C.  Hawkins, 

D.  Middleton, 


Surgeons  to  the  King.” 


Icians  to  the  King, 


difeafes 
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difeafes  had  fufpended  their  ravages,  and  that  the 
furgeons  had  nothing  elfe  to  do  but  to  propogate 
a  new  one.  The  regular  practitioners  ranged 
themfelves  under  Dimfdale' s  banner  ♦,  the  itinerants 
under  Sutton' s ;  tho’  many  of  the  regulars  were 
induced  to  become  difciples  and  allies,  or  rather 
tributaries  to  the  latter,  paying  a  certain  fum  for 
the  communication  of  his  fuppofed  fecret,  and  the 
ufe  of  his  name.  The  practice  of  the  itinerants 
however  feemed  to  prevail,  tho*  in  time  it  has  re¬ 
turned  again  into  the  hands  of  the  regulars,  in 
proportion  as  facts  have  proved  their  claim  equal 
from  the  fuccefs  which  they  have  had.  But  it 
muft  be  confeffed  that  fome  few  inflances  of  ill 
fuccefs  have  occurred,  which,  for  a  while  might 
check  the  rapid  progrefs  of  Inoculation  amongft 
the  regular  furgeons,  though  by  no  means  can 
thefe  accidents  invalidate  the'force  of  argument  in 
favour 'of  it,  or  of  thofe  innumerable  examples 
which  prove  the  general  ufefulnefs  and  fafety  of 
the  new  rpethod,  as  explained  by  Dimfdale :  Too 
much  precipitation,  confidence,  and  neglect,  the 
intervention  of  fome  other  difeafe,  an  imprudent 
ufe  of  mercurials,  and  in  fome  refpets  the  uncer¬ 
tainty  of  the  operation  itfelf,  and  of  the  effets  of 
the  variolous  matter  in  certain  difpofitions  and  ha¬ 
bits,  may  occalion  untoward  fymptoms,  and  even 
an  unfortunate  event :  therefore  we  mull  not  be 
too  fecure  and  fanguine,  notwithftanding  we  know 
how  to  prepare  our  patients,  and  are  quite  con¬ 
vinced  of  the  furprifing  efficacy  of  cold  air  and 
cold  water  in  extinguiffiing  the  eruptive  fever  in 
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firft  ftage  and  appearance  *,  but  we  muft  ftill  exert 
all  our  fkill  and  vigilance  which  we  fhall  find  fre¬ 
quently  requifite  in  order  to  maintain  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  the  pra&ice,  and  to  obviate  fundry  incon¬ 
veniences  and  dangers  that  may  occur. 

If  we  are  to  confider  Dimfdale  the  firft  author  of 
the  new  method  of  Inoculation,  (an  honour  to  which 
I  think  he  has  a  juft  title  becaufe  Sutton  has  af¬ 
forded  us  no  information)  we  muft  then  refer  to 
his  book  as  the  fource  and  fountain  from  whence 
all  our  knowledge  in  this  particular  point  is  deriv¬ 
ed,  and  therefore  our  obfervations  on  Inoculation 
would  be  concluded  of  courfe.  But  as  feveral  au¬ 
thors  of  great  abilities  have  exercifed  their  talents 
and  enquiries  upon  the  fame  fubjedt,  it  is  neceffary 
to  give  a  fhort  account  of  their  publications  •,  after 
which  I  fhall  exhibit  a  few  cafes  illuftrated  with 
fuch  remarks  as  will  cornprife  all  that  I  have  to 
offer  upon  the  occafion  in  as  concife  a  method  as 
poffible. 

I  will  not  pretend  to  exadtnefs  in  regard  to  the 
order  of  time  in  which  thefe  publications  appeared. 
Dr.  Baker’s  Enquiry,  if  not  prior  in  time,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  fuperior  in  merit  to  many  of  them.  In  the 
hands  of  a  man  of  fcience  any  fubjecl  becomes  in- 
ftrudtive,  and  accordingly  the  reader  will  find  in 
this  learned  gentleman’s  book  a  plain  and  candid 
account  of  the  new  method,  and  a  fenfible  difqui- 
fition  concerning  the  merits  of  it :  he  has  favoured 
us  likewife  with  an  accurate  examination  of  Syden¬ 
ham’s  fentiments  and  pradtice  in  the  Small-Pox  at 
different  sera’s  of  his  life  fairly  deduced  from  his 

T  writings : 

w 
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writings  :  from  which  we  may  trace  the  firft  ideas 
of  the  cold  regimen  in  this  difeafe,  though  the 
pradfcice  was  not  applied  to  Inoculation*.  Dr. 
Glafs ,  in  his  CT wo  Getters  to  Dr.  Baker ,  makes  fe- 
veral  excellent  obfervations  on  the  ufeful  effedts  of 
fweating  during  the  eruptive  fever,  on  which  he 
feems  to  lay  great  ftrefs  as  a  means  of  producing 
a  mild  and  favourable  kind  of  Small-Pox  :  this 
opinion  he  fupports  by  various  examples  in  prac¬ 
tice,  and  in  fhort  declares  that  the  fuccels,  <c  de- 
<c  pends  principally  on  the  patient’s  being  kept 
“  properly  fweating  in  the  eruptive  fever  by  fome 
<c  medicines  which  are  adminiflered  for  this  pur- 
“  pofe.”  How  far  this  correfponds  with  the  Sut- 
tonian  pradlice,  or  how  eiTentially  necefiary  it  may 
be  in  fome  ftages  of  the  difeafe,  I  will  not  pretend 
to  determine  :  but  content  myfelf  with  recom¬ 
mending  thefe  hints  to  the  ferious  confideration  of 
inoculators,  as  well  as  the  other  obfervations  of 
this  excellent  Phyfician  and  able  writer  contained 
in  thefe  letters,  to  ail  pradlitioners. 

t 

The  next  performance  I  ihall  mention  is  Mr. 
Chandler’s  Ejfay  towards  an  invejligation  of  the  new 

*  I  take  this  opportunity  of  remarking,  that  fo  long  ago 
as  the  year  1749  Mr.  Fre'-voen,  then  Surgeon  at  Rye  in  SuJJex, 
publilhed  a  pamphlet  on  Inoculation,  in  which  he  had  an 
imperfedt  glimpfe  of  the  great  ufe  of  cold  water  though  he 
does  not  feem  to  purfue  the  idea,  or  to  bring  it  to  any  effedt 
in  point  of  practice :  “  Small  beer,  (fays  he)  barley  water^ 
“  milk  and  water,  emulfions,  pedtoral  apozems,  are  common 
tt  dilutors  to  be  drank  plentifully  ;  but  I  prefer  good  foft 
ts  water,  drank  quite  cold,  or  with  a  toait,  to  all  other  things, 
“  being  convinced,  by  repeated  experience,  that  it  exceeds 

all  the  reft.”  Freiven  on  Inoculation,  page  30. 


Method 


The  MEDICAL  MISCELLANY.  149 

Method  of  Inoculation ,  who  writes  very  candidly  and 
intelligently  upon  the  fubjed,  and  makes  fome 

comments  upon  Dr.  Baker  and  Dr.  Gla.fs ,  giving 
his  own  opinion  that  the  fuccefs  of  the  new  me¬ 
thod  is  principally  owing  to  the  ufe  of  crude  vario¬ 
lous  lymph  in  communicating  the  infedion. 

Dr.  Ruflon’s  Effay  on  Inoculation  for  the  Small- 
Box  contains  chiefly  an  account  of  the  modes  of 
preparation  ufed  in  America  and  in  his  own  pradice, 
together  with  a  chymical  examination  of  the  diffe¬ 
rent  formulas  of  mercurials,  upon  which  clafs  of 
medicines  differently  modified  he  feems  to  depend 
very  much;  In  the  appendix  to  the  work  we  are  in¬ 
formed  of  fome  experiments  made  in  order  to  de¬ 
termine  the  nature  and  compofition  of  the  medi¬ 
cines  ufed  by  Mr.  Sutton . 

As  to  Dr,  Langtori* s  pamphlet  wherein  he  en¬ 
deavours  to  prove  that  the  infertion  of  crude  lymph 
does  not  produce  the  true  Small- Pox,  his  opinion 
in  this  point  is  void  of  foundation,  and  if  I  remem¬ 
ber  right  he  withdrew  his  objedions  in  the  public 
papers. 

The  ingenious  Mr.  Holwell  has  publifhed  an 
accurate  account  of  the  method  ufed  in  the  Eajl- 
Indies,  expreffing  a  very  humane  wifh  that  his  work 
may  be  conducive  to  the  promoting  of  the  prac¬ 
tice  of  the  Suttonian  or  new  method  adopted  in 
England . 

Mr.  Bromfield ,  whofe  chirurgical  abilities  are  un- 
queftionable,  hath  given  us  feveral  ufeful  hints  and 
obfervations  relative  to  the  pradice  of  Inoculation ; 
as  to  points  of  controverfy  I  mull  refer  to  the 

T  2  bock 
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book  itfelf*,  and  likewife  to  Dr.  Watts' s  Vindica¬ 
tion  of  the  new  method  in  anfwer  to  Dr.  Langtm's 
and  Mr.  Bromfield's  objections,  which  will  afford 
ample  information  to  the  curious  reader. 

Dr.  Maty  hath  obliged  the  world  with  a  tranf- 
lation  of  Dr.  Gatti's  Obfervations  on  Inoculation , 
which  is  extremely  ufeful  and  reflects  honour  upon 
the  ingenious  author  for  his  abilities  and  candour. 

I  muff  not  omit  mentioning  a  pamphlet  tranf- 
lated  from  the  Latin  of  Dr.  Clofs ,  in  which  the  ufe 
of  blifters  is  recommended  as  productive  of  the 
moft  falutary  effects  in  mitigating  the  primary 
fever  of  the  Small-Pox  ;  and  likewife  in  feveral 
other  ffages  and  fymptoms  of  that  difeafe.  I  have 
in  the  courfe  of  practice  obferved  that  the  difciples 
of  Sutton  apply  blifters  repeatedly  in  cafes  when 
danger  impends  on  account  of  too  tardy  an  erup¬ 
tion;  threatning  the  noble  parts,or  nervous  fyftem ; 
or  when  fome  important  organ  fuch  as  the  eye  for 
inftance  is  infefted  by  puftules.  Undoubtedly  this 
applicatidn  is  effentially  neceffary,  as  every  atten¬ 
tive  practitioner  will  allow  who  from  coniidering 
the  nature  and  operation  of  blifters  is  enabled  to 
be  a  complete  judge  of  their  ufefulnefs  upon  all 
fuch  emergencies  above  mentioned  either  in  the 
natural  or  inoculated  Small-Pox. 

The  next  publication  to  be  taken  notice  of  is 
Dr.  Watford s,  containing  A  f cries  of  Experiments  in- 
ftituted  with  a  view  of  afcertaining  the  moft  fuccefs - 
ful  method  of  inoculating  the  Small-Pox.  This  may 
bejuftly  called  one  of  the  moft  ufeful  treatifes  upon 

*  Brotnfield1 s  thoughts  ariiing  from  experience,  &c. 

the 
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the  fubjed  yet  exhibited,  becaufe  it  contains  the 
moil  fads:  therefore  I  cannot  help  recommending 
it  as  an  excellent  fupplement  to  Dr.  Dimf dale's 
book. 

Laftly,  let  me  beg  leave  to  mention  a  Latin 
commentary  wrote  by  the  author  of  the  Medical 
Mifcellany.  In  this  performance  which  is  little 
more  than  an  abridgement  of  Dimfdale ,  candour 
requires  the  author  to  acknowledge  that  he  carried 
the  notion  of  the  anti-variolous  efficacy  of  mercury 
too  far ;  an  error  which  future  experience  hath 
enabled  him  to  corred*. 

Upon  the  whole,  from  the  colleded  opinions  of 
various  authors,  from  confidering  the  nature  of  the 
difeafe  in  queftion,  and  from  obfervation  and  prac¬ 
tice  the  following  conclufions  may  be  drawn. 

'The  Small-Pox  is  a  difeafe  Sui  generis  the  matter 
of  which  can  never  he  affmilaied  with  other  humours 
of  the  body,  and  confequently  it  cannot  p  off bly  generate 
any  other  difeafe. 

The  Small-Pox  can  affebt  the  blood  but  once  (fome 
few  exceptions  muft  be  allowed  though  not  fufficient  to 
invalidate  the  general  obfervation  )  a  peculiarity  which 
dijlinguifhes  it  from  all  other  infectious  diftempers. 

Inoculation  is  a  means  of  introducing  the  variolous 
virus  gradually  into  t]pe  lymphatic  fyjlem ,  affording  us 
every  opportunity  of  retarding  it's  progrefs ,  and  ob - 

*  This  is  a  fummary  review  of  the  principal  produ&ions 
which  appeared  upon  the  fubject  of  Inoculation  in  1767  and 
1768. — I  have  avoided  giving  the  titles  at  large,  which  any 
hookfeller  will  fupply. — Perhaps  fome  may  be  omitted  which, 
have  not  come  to  my  knowledge. 


via  ting 
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viating  its  malignity  by  the  timely  ufe  of  fuch  methods 
and  medicines  which  experience  hath  proved  to  be  mojl 
fuccefsful ;  by  thefe  the  blood  is  brought  to  tbe  mofi 
healthful  ftate ,  and  the  difeafe  affedis  it  but  Jlightly  ; 
yet  fufficiently  to  afcertain  its  nature ,  and  fe cure  the 
patient  from  any  future  attack ,  whether  the  pufiules 
do  or  do  not  maturate . 

Preparation  in  regimen *  and  phyjlc  is  necejfary9 

though 

*  In  refpe£t  to  regimen  the  following  directions  were  given 
in  hand-bills  to  the  patients  here  along  with  the  medicines : 

Sutton  and  Shuttleworth’j  direSlions  for  taking  the  inclofed  me¬ 
dicines ,  &c. 

€t  Take  one  of  the  papers  of  powder  at  bed- time,  in  the 
44  pulp  of  a  toafled  apple,  or  any  jelly,  and  next  morning  a 
44  paper  of  falts  diffoived  in  a  little  boiling  water,  drinking 
44  plentifully  of  water-gruel,  cheefe-whey,  or  fmall  tea,  as 
44  they  work.  The  patient  ought  to  be  very  tareful  of  cold, 
44  during  the  operation  of  the  phyfic ;  and  if  it  does  not  ope- 
44  rate  fix  or  eight  times  in  about  fix  hours,  it  will  be  necef- 
44  fary  to  take  half  another  paper  of  falts  (more  or  lefs,  as  oc- 
44  cafion  requires)  or  if  they  be  vomited  up  Ihortly  after  be- 
44  ing  taken^as  foon  as  the  ficknefs  is  entirely  off,  one  of  the 
44  other  papers  of  falts  mull  be  given.  The  other  powders 
44  and  falts  muft  be  taken  as  above,  omitting  two  days  be- 
44  tween  each  dofe.  The  deficiency  of  falts  may  befupplied  at 
44  any  apothecary’s.  It  will  be  requifite  for  the  patient  to 
44  have  a  flool  on  each  of  the  intermediate  days  during  the 
44  preparation ;  in  order  to  which  ftewed  prunes,  roafted 
44  apples,  or  tamarinds,  Ihould  be  eaten  occafionally,” 

Phe  Diet  for  Breakfaf . 

44  Tea,  coffee,  or  chocolate,  with  dry  toafi:,  or  ordinary 
44  cake ;  rice  milk,  milk  gruel,  fkimmed  milk,  honey  and 
44  bread,  &c.?> 

For  Dinner \ 

44  Plumb  or  plain-pifdding,  apple-pye,  rice  milk,  frumen- 
44  ty,  and  the  produ&ion  of  the  kitchen  garden,  with  ufe  of* 
44  fait.”  For 
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though  fome  cautions  ought  to  he  chferved  in  refpett 
to  the  latter  especially  in  the  adminiftration  of  mer¬ 
curial r*.  When  the  febrile  fymptoms  come  on,  cold  air 
and  cold  water  are  the  mojl  univerfal  and  effectual 
remedies  :  the  ufe  of  purging  medicines  in  this  as  well 
as  other  lymphatic  and  cutaneous  difeafes  is  evident , 
hut  at  the  fame  time  great  caution  and  judgment  are 
requifite  to  adapt  thefe  medicines  to  each  particular 
Jl  age  and fymptom  of  the  diftemper ,  the  degree  of  fever, 
the  Jlownefs  of  inflammation  as  alfo  the  excefs  of  it  in 
the  arm  :  fweating  in  the  eruptive  ftate  not  infifted 
up  on, although  it  may  he  advifeahle  in  the  eryfipelatous 
efflorefcence  when  the  patients  are  to  he  confined  to 
the  houfe  :  hlifters  hy  way  of  derivation  will  he  fre¬ 
quently  wanted 

For  Supper. 

“  Any  of  the  above  fpoon-meats,  roaded  potatoes,  turnips, 
“  &c.  but,  if  it  can  be  complied  with,  going  to  bed  fupper- 
“  lels,  and  to  eat  fparingly,  even  at  other  meals,  will  be  moll 
**  proper ;  abdaining  from  all  flefh,  butter,  cheefe,  and  fpiced 
**  food  ;  mod  kinds  of  fruit  may  be  eaten  at  pleafure,  except 
on  the  phyfical  days  ;  on  which  days  fome  allow  broth. 

“  The  common  drink  may  be  toad  and  water,  milk  and 
<l  water,  lemon  and  water,  or  Imperial  water,  made  by  adding 
“  a  gallon  of  boiling  water  to  an  ounce  of  cream  of  tartar  : 
“  abdaining  from  all  fpiritous,  vinous,  and  malt  liquors  ; 
“  moderate  exercife  withal  is  necedary.” 

*  Mercurials  are  not  always  proper  but  often  injurious, 
efpecially  when  adminidered  indifcrimately,  in  refpeft  to 
quantity,  and  to  the  age  and  conditution  of  the  patient.  An 
itinerant  operator  employed  to  inoculate  a  child  of  a  family 
of  didin&ion  in  Chejhire ,  gave  a  preparatory  medicine  which 
brought  on  an  Hypercatharjh  attended  with  violent  gripings 
and  bloody  ftools.,  to  remedy  which  the  family  apothecary 
was  fent  for,  and  the  operator  who  made  light  of  the  matter 
was  afterwards  difcarded. 


To 
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To  corroborate  thefe  opinions  it  may  further  be 
obferved,  that  befides  thofe  particular  circum- 
fiances  of  the  Small-Pox  affeCting  the  blood  but 
once  and  for  a  fhort  fpace  of  time  only,  it  differs 
from  other  infectious  difeafes  in  refpeCt  to  the  mode 
by  which  it  is  communicated  to  the  blood  ;  not 
only  fo,  but  the  operation  of  it  when  thus  intro¬ 
duced  bears  not  the  leaft  refemblance  either  to 
venereal ,  fcrophulous  or  fcorbutic  acrimony  :  and 
this  eiTential  difference  induces  me  to  think  very 
itrongly,  that  no  one  inflance  can  be  fairly  proved 
of  Inoculation  being  the  caufe  of  any  other  difeafe 
or  humour  in  the  habit  except  the  Small-Pox.  If 
we  confider  the  very  xfature  of  the  Small- Pox,  it’s 
peculiar  effeCt,  it’s  tranfitory  duration,  and  final 
extinction  by  the  eruptive  fever,  and  at  the  fame 
time  obferve  the  mode  in  which  other  humours 
and  infectious  diftempers  appear  and  operate,  thefe 
circumflances  compared,  I  fay,  will  clearly  evince 
the  impoffibility  of  poifons  fo  oppofite  in  them- 
felves  ever  uniting.  Is  the  progrefs  of  the  Small¬ 
pox  in  afty  conflitution,  rapid,  dangerous,  and 
virulent  in  proportion  as  fuch  conflitution  happens 
to  be  infefted  with  venereal,  fcrophulous,  or  other 
humours  ?  By  no  means  :  the  variolous  virus  in 
faCt  neither  adds  to  or  diminifhes,  neither  creates 
or  cures  any  other  humour  but  itfelf ;  therefore 
it  cannot  convey,  or  put  in  aClion  the  feeds  of  any 
other  diftemper.  If  we  do  not  admit  this  pofition 
in  it’s  full  latitude,  all  arguments  in  favour  of  Ino¬ 
culation  would  lofe  great  part  of  their  weight,  if  we 
do,  all  objections  mull  give  way.  But  it  may  be  afk- 
ed  upon  this  occafion,  whether  the  venereal  virus 

does 
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does  not  combine  with  the  fcrophulous,  or  at  lead 
whether  the  effeds  of  it  do  not  become  worfe  in 
Scrophulous  habits,  and  if  fo,  why  may  not  the 
variolous  virus  mix  or  ad  with  other  acrimony  ? 
The  anfwer  is  obvious  :  for  the  venereal  virus  is 
communicated  in  a  different  manner  and  ads  upon 
different  principles,  it  not  only  contaminates  the 
blood  but  pervades  the  glandular  fyftem  and  pe¬ 
netrates  even  into  the  bones,  by  which  means  it 
will  unavoidably  mix  or  at  lead  co-operate  with 
other  acrimony  as  experience  often  proves.  Again, 
this  infedion  does  not  excite  any  critical  fever  as 
the  fmall  pox  matter  does,  thereby  extinguifhing 
itfelf,  but  remains  long  obflinately  fixed  in  the 
habit  rendering  the  blood  impure  unlefs  fubdued 
by  a  particular  antidote,  and  even  thus  for  a  while 
extinguifhed,  the  fame  caufes  will  on  fome  future 
occafion  operate  and  produce  the  fame  difeafe  as 
virulent  as  ever. 

The  eruptive  fever  in  the  inoculated  fmall  pox 
being  in  fad  the  criterion  of  the  difeafe  and  the 
means  of  its  total  extindion,  we  find  that  the 
maturation  of  puftules  is  not  a  point  of  that  con- 
fequence  as  hath  commonly  been  fuppofed  :  and  I 
much  queflion  whether  full  puftulation  in  the  na¬ 
tural  fmall  pox  is  in  any  degree  inftrumental  in 
clearing  the  body  from  noxious  humours.  I  allow 
indeed  that  preparation  and  medicine  in  both 
fpecies  may  have  beneficial  effeds  independant  of 
the  difeafe  itfelf,  which  cannot  (as  obferved  be¬ 
fore)  aflimilate  with  other  humours,  much  lefs 
corred  or  expel  them  :  nor  muft  erroneous  pre- 

U  judices 
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judices  induce  us  to  think  that  future  appearances 
of  innate  dihempers  are  owing  to  inoculation  or  a 
fuppreffion  of  the  eruption.  The  glandular  fyftem 
which  was  infefted  with  fchrophula  before  inocula¬ 
tion  or  the  natural  fmali  pox  took  place,  will  remain 
fchrophulous  ftill ;  for  there  is  not  the  leaft  con- 
nedion  between  the  two  difeafes,  each  ading  upon 
different  principles.  In  refped  to  the  fuppreffion 
of  the  difeafe  in  its  eruptive  ftate  we  find  no  ill 
confequences  arifing  from  this  mode  of  practice ; 
at  leaft  no  fads  have  yet  appeared  to  difcourage 
it,  though  fome  writers  entertained  terrible  appre- 
henfions  of  future  mifchief  invading  the  con¬ 
futations  of  thofe  who  have  been  inoculated  upon 
the  new  fyftem  :  had  there  been  fadts  I  have  not 
the  leaft  doubt  but  thofe  writers  would  have  fnewn 
great  readinefs  in  proving  and  ftating  them  pro¬ 
perly,  as  arguments  in  favour  of  their  declared  opi¬ 
nions  relative  to  this  fubjed.  All  the  inconveni¬ 
ences  which  I  have  been  able  to  difcover  in  fup_ 
preffing  the  variolous  eruption,  are  a  temporary 
macies  and  wafting  of  the  cellular  fubftance  at¬ 


tended  with  tremor  and  debility,  a  fecondary  and 
irregular  fever  preceded  by  a  fecond  fermentation 
in  the  place  of  infertion,  great  forencfs  of  the  arm, 
tumour  and  pain  in  the  axilla,  but  fcarce  ever  fup- 
puration,  efpecially  if  purging  has  been  ufed  as 
judicioufiy  as  it  ought  to  have  been*.  g 


*  Thefe  reafonings  which  I  fubmit  to  the  confideration  of 
abler  judges,  will  obviate  many  of  thofe  objections  which 
have  been  raifed  againft  Inoculation.  At  a  time  indeed  after 
a  long  feries  of  fuccefs  has  eltablilhcd  the  practice,  one  would 
little  expeCt  that  any  perfon  Ihould  be  fo  hardy  as  to  attack 

it; 
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But  ftill  difficulties  and  untoward  accidents  as 
well  as  great  anxiety  will  ever  attend  this  pra&ice. 
The  intervention  of  fome  other  unforefeen  difeafe 
may  happen  to  difturb  the  mind  of  the  operator 
and  indanger  and  even  deftroy  the  patient :  An 
inftance  of  this  nature  occurs  in  the  following  lift 
of  cafes,  which  impartiality  and  a  defire  of  putting 

ft ;  yet  I  am  def.red  to  take  notice  of  a  pamphlet  lately  pub- 
lifhed  under  this  title,  u  The  Nature  of  Inoculation  explain- 
lt  ed,  and  it's  merit’s  ftated.”  Printed  for  B.  Law,  in  Ave- 
Mary-Lane,  and  J.  Dale,  at  Colefhill. 

In  the  very  firfl  fection  of  this  performance,  the  author  ad¬ 
mits  that  the  variolous  matter  is  a  virus  Sut  generis,  and  yet 
fays  that  it  contaminates  the  vifcid  part  of  the  blood  and 
juices,  which  ferves  as  a  nidus  wherein  the  variolous  matter 
reds :  He  then  proceeds  to  argue  that  the  Small  Pox  efpecially 
the  natural  fort  is  a  falutary  procefs  by  which  thefe  vifcid 
juices  are  difcharged,  and  not  only  fo,  but  even  acquired,  and 
hereditary  fcurvy  are  at  the  fame  time  by  the  action  of  the 
fever  eliminated,  nay,  often  exterminated.  This  good  effect, 
he  thinks,  cannot  be  brought  about  by  the  new  method  of 
Inoculation,  in  which  an  imperfed  depuration  is  attended 
with  various  mifehiefs.  “  So  fenfible  I  am  (fays  he)  of  the 
“  badeffeds  of  imperfed  depuration  of  tenacious  acrid  matter, 
“  and  efpecially  that  which  is  tranfmitted,  that  I  will  venture 
e<  to  declare,  any  diforder  may  arife  therefrom,  even,  from  a 
“  fimple  eruption  on  the  (kin,  to  the  king’s  evil,  cancers,  con- 
K  fumption  of  the  lungs,  or  the  flow  nervous  fever,  and  atro- 
“  phy  ;  in  which  the  fubtle  difeafed  effluvia;  attack  and  prey 
“  upon  the  firft  principles  of  life.”  Thefe  indeed  would  be 
formidable  objedions,  if  in  any  refped  fupported  by  fads  ; 
but  as  no  evidence  is  produced  to  prove  his  affertions,  I  (hall 
not  enter  into  a  controverfy  the  merits  of  which  experience 
hath  fufficiently  decided.  I  mull  refer  the  reader  to  the 
pamphlet  itfelf,  obferving  however  in  juftice  to  the  author 
that  it  is  wrote  with  decency  and  an  air  of  candour. 

U  2 
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others  upon  their  guard  have  induced  me  to  pub*> 
lifh,  though  I  might  eaiily  have  fuppreffed  it. 

On  Jan.  31,  1769,  ten  patients  of  different 
ages  and  fexes  were  inoculated  all  in  the  fame 
manner  and  with  the  fame  frefh  matter  taken  from 
the  fame  fubjed  upon  the  points  of  lancets  r’Thefe 
patients  had  been  under  a  preparation  for  eight 
days,  and  taken  two  dofes  of  the  Pulv.  Prapar* 
according  to  Dimfdale .  I  kept  an  exadt  account 
every  day  of  the  various  appearances  and  fymp- 
toms  occurring  in  each,  together  with  the  mode 
of  treatment,  of  which  the  following  is  an  ab- 
ftrad. 

No.  I.  Eliz.  L.  aged  24  :  ill  day  after  the 
operation  fhe  took  a  dofe  of  Pulv .  Pr<ep.  Dimfd* 
which  is  a  general  rule  in  pradice,  and  was  obferv- 
ed  in  refped  to  all  the  other  patients.^  2.  Wounds 
appear’d  inflamed.— 5. Inflammation  fpreads, edges 
rife,  breath  foetid  *,  under  which  circumftances  it 
is  proper  to  repeat  the  Pulv .  Pr^ep.—  S.  Axilla 
painful.—- jo.  Head-Ach,  pain  in  the  limbs,  chilli- 
nefs. — 12.  Eruption  appears  *,  allowed  chicken  and 
broth.— -14/  Puftules  rife,,  throat  fore.— 15.  Puftu- 
les  begin  to  maturate,  which  was  owing  to  the 
indifcretion  of  this  patient  who  determined  to  have 
a  full  eruption  for  which  purpofe  fhe  was  always 
creeping  to  the  fire,  and  taking  all  opportunities 
of  indulging  warmth. — 16.  Maturation  increafes, 
but  the  cellular  membrane  is  not  inflated. — 18.  E* 
ruptions  begin  to  decline,  tho*  the  axilla  continues 

painful.— 19.  Pulv .  PrJp.  and  Pulv .  Purg.—~ 
zi.  Ditto  5  the  difeafe  goes  off  favourably. 


No, 
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No.  II.  Mary  H.  aged  22. — The  ill  opera¬ 
tion  did  not  infecft  ^  fhe  was  inoculated  again  with 
crude  lymph  taken  from  the  wound  of  No.  IV. — 
2d  day  wounds  inflamed. — 5.  Inflammation 
fpreads,  edges  rife. —  10.  Pain  in  the  head  and 

chillinefs. — 11.  Better  in  confequence  of  walking  - 
out. — 12.  Eruptions  very  few  and  favourable  and 
the  patient  foon  got  well. 

No.  III.  Mary  H.  aged  15. — The  1  ft  opera¬ 
tion  failed  in  infedting  ;  fhe  was  inoculated  again 
on  Feb.  1 5.  with  crude  lymph  the  fame  as  No.  II. 
— 2d  day,  Wounds  inflamed. — 5.  Edges  rife. —  4 
7.  Pain  in  the  head,  axilla  fore. — 8.  Puflules  about 
the  wound  numerous  and  full,  no  other  eruption, 
the  fymptoms  flight  and  the  patient  foon  well. 

No.  IV.  Mary  H.  aged  9. — 3d  day,  Wounds 
inflamed. — 5.  Edges  rife. — 8.  Feverifh,  with  foetid 
breath. — 12.  Eruption  and  Symptoms  very  flight. 

No.  V.  Jams  B.  aged  4, — 1  ft  day.  Sick  and 
feverifh. — 2.  Meafles  broke  out. — 5.  Slow  inter¬ 
mittent  fever  with  cough,  one  wound  quite  clofed, 
the  other  rather  dubious  in  appearance. — 6.  Symp¬ 
toms  from  the  meafles  better. — 12.  A  yellowifh 
appearance  in  one  of  the  inciflons,  notwithftanding 
which  at  the  requeft  of  hisparents  he  was  inoculated 
again  with  crude  lymph.— 13.  A  puftule  appears  in 
thefirft  incifion,the  patient  feverifh,  breath  foetid- 
new  wounds  not  vifible. — 14.  Fever  continues,  and 
the  puftule  fpreads.—  1 5.  Arm  inflamed,  and  the  vari¬ 
olous  eruption  obferved.  —  1 6. Inflammation  fpreads 
with  puflules  furrounding  it. — 17.  Inflammation 

and 
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and  puftules  increafe,  congh  from  the  meafles  be¬ 
comes  troublefome,  with  hedic  fever  attending, 
he  took  the  Pulv.  Fehr .  Specif.  Mixt.  Oleos.  made 
anodyne  occafionally. —  x8.  Cough  troublefome, 
fever  fevere,  the  child  cries  and  pines  continually  ; 
ordered  a  lindus  withEtxr.  Cart.  Peruv.  nearly  the 
fame  as  that  referred  to  *  below.— 19.  Variolous 
eruptions  very  few  and  favourable,  the  fever  con* 
tinues.— 20.  FeVer  with  lofs  of  deep  and  appetite, 
pain  in  the  head  ;  ordered  a  blifter  and  glyfters  of 
Decoff.  Cort .  occafionally. — 22.  Feverifh  and  rel¬ 
iefs. — 23.  and  24.  Symptoms  rather  abated.— 
25.  Fever  returned  with  conflant  cough,  the  child 
much  wafted  and  grew  worfe  everyday. — 30.  Pine- 
ing  and  loofenefs. —  31.  B lifters  to  the  arms. — 
32.  No  remedies  prove  ferviceable. — 38.  The 
child  died.  ;y.  *  ;  ■ 

No.  VI.  Richard  H.  aged  three  years  and  a 
half. — 5th  day.  Edges  of  the  wounds  rife.— 8.  Fe¬ 
ver  and  foetid  breath.— 14.  Eruptions  maturate 
owing  to  loo  much  warmth  and  indulgence  in  the 
arms  of  his  mother. —  1 6.  Eruptions  very  fore,  but 
the  cellular  membrane  not  inflated  *,  the  patient 
foon  got  well. 

No.  VII.  Mary  T.  aged  three  years  and  a 
quarter.— Nothing  remarkable. —  Difeafe  very 
flight. 

No.  VIII.  Samuel  C.  aged  three  years  and  a 
quarter.— Difeafe  very  flight. 

Vid.  page  42. 
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No.  IX.  Elizabeth  B.  aged  two  years  (filler  to 
the  patient  marked  No.  Y.)  ill  day.  After  the  in- 
cifion  feverilh. — 2. Meades  appeared.— 3. Wounds 
not  vifible. — 5.  No  appearance  of  infection,  the 
fymptoms  from  the  meades  abated.— On  the  12th 
of  Feb,  die  was  inoculated  again  with  crude  lymph. 
— 2d  day  after  the  lad  operation,  wounds  indamed. 
— 5.  Edges  rife  and  pullulate. — 8.  Puftules  fpread. 
— 11.  Arms  very  fore. — 12.  Feverilh. — 14.  Slight 
eruption  which  fcarcely  maturated.  — 18.  Fever 
and  pining  and  cough  in  confequence  of  the 
meades. — 1 9. Loofenefs, ordered  gentle  rellringents 

and  anodynes — 24.  Fever  intermits _ 26.  Better 

to  day,  appetite  and  deep  returned,  dight  fever 
towards  evening. — 27.  Much  better,  and  in  a  few 
days  quite  recovered. 

No.  X.  Hannah  C.  aged  one  year  and  three 
quarters.— Difeafe  dight. 

In  refpedl  to  the  cafes  marked  No.  V.  and  No. 
IX.  I  was  from  the  firll  appearance  of  the  meades 
juftly  apprehend ve  of  the  danger  which  enfued  : 
Nor  could  I  polfibly  fufpefl  the  approach  of  that 
difeafe  as  the  children  feemed  to  be  in  very  good 
health  the  day  on  which  they  were  inoculated.  It 
was  doubtful  to  me  whether  the  eruption  of  the 
meades  fo  foon  after  inoculation  would  not  prevent 
the  variolous  infeftion,  but  the  example  mentioned 
under  No,  V.  proves  that  the  meades  did  not  Hop 
the  progrefs  of  the  fmall  pox  *,  yet  the  late  appear¬ 
ance  of  the  infeflion  does  not  in  this  inftance  con¬ 
firm  that  prognollic  of  Dimfdale  relative  to  the  fu¬ 
ture 
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danger  of  the  difeafe  from  tins  circumdance,  be- 
caufe  the  Small-Pox  was  in  reality  in  itfelf  very 
flight  and  favourable,  the  death  of  the  child  being 
mod  furely  occafioned  by  the  meafles. 

The  uncertainty  of  infection  we  fee  evidently  in 
fome  of  thefe  cafes  ;  which  leads  me  to  obferve, 
that  the  preference  in  refped  to  matter  is  due  to 
the  crude  lymph  taken  from  the  place  of  infertion* 
tho*  in  general  I  have  found  the  dry  matter  on 
the  lancet  effe&ual.  We  find  likewifc  that  warmth 
and  indulgence  certainly  contribute  to  the  increafe 
of  the  eruptions,  a  circumflance  of  which  even  the 
mod  prejudiced  favourers  of  the  old  method  are 
now  diffidently  convinced. 

But  what  fhali  we  fay  to  the  effeds  of  this  cool 
regimen  in  refped  to  the  natural  Small  Pox  ? 
Will  it  avail,  or  is  it  fafe  after  the  eruption  ap¬ 
pears  ?  I  mud  leave  the  decidon  of  this  queflion 
to  more  enlarged  experience,  at  the  fame  time  I 
am  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  publifhing  the  fol¬ 
lowing  cafp,  communicated  to  me  by  a  phyfician 
whofe  abilities  render  his  authority  unqueflion- 
able  :  With  this  I  fhali  conclude  the  prefent  chap¬ 
ter,  leaving  the  fads  to  fpeak  for  themfelves,  as 
needing  no  comment. 

o 

Jan.  30,  1769.  “  Mrs.  - inclined  to  cor- 

<c  pulent  habit,  was  feized  in  the  evening  with 
<c  flight  fhive rings,  and  pain  in  her  head  and  back, 
“  had  a  redlefs  night.— 2d  day  Confined  to  her 
<c  bed  with  an  increafe  of  her  complaints ;  took 
fome  faline  draughts  and  wine  whey,  fuppofmg 
die  had  taken  cold  ;  in  the  evening  had  a  cordial 

“  given 
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44  given  her  ;  and  had  again  a  very  difquiet 
44  Night. 

3d. —  1  ft  of  the  eruption.—1 44  In  the  morning, 
44  on  attempting  to  bleed  her,  a  fmall  eryfipelatous 
44  eruption  was  obferved  on  her  arms  and  neck  ; 
44  on  which  account  the  bleeding  was  omitted;  her 
44  faline  draughts  were  continued,  and  in  the  even- 
44  ing,  in  order  to  relieve  the  pain  in  her  head  and 
44  back,  ffie  was  ordered  to  bathe  her  feet  and  legs 
44  in  warm  water  ;  which  was  continued  till  fhe 
44  had  frequent  fainting  fits. 

2d. — 44  This  day  the  eruption  was  increafed  over 
44  her  face  and  her  whole  body,  fufficiently  to  afi. 
44  certain  the  difeafe  to  be  the  Small  Pox :  She 
44  took  a  cordial  draught  with  half  an  ounce  of 
44  TinCt.  Rhei,  which  procured  her  four  ilools  : 
44  Ho  die  Catamenia  abundant  er  fluunt ;  had  great 
4;  difficulty  in  breathing  with  great  oppreffion  in 
44  her  bread  :  The  eruption  increafed  on  the  whole 
44  body  ;  very  fmall  and  copious  on  her  arms  and 
44  bread,  but  more  didinct  in  her  face. 

3d.  day  of  the  eruption. — 44  The  oppreffion  on 
44  her  bread  confiderably  increafed,  with  great  dif- 
44  ficulty  to  expectorate  from  the  vifcidity  of  the 
44  phlegm  :  continued  very  languid  and  faint : 
44  confined  to  her  bed  the  whole  day. 

4th  day. — 44  The  fymptoms  became  very  alarm- 
44  ing  from  the  faintings  and  difficulty  of  breath- 
44  ing,  with  the  great  load  of  eruption. 

5th.— 44  Was  taken  this  morning  out  of  bed  and 
44  carried  into  a  large  room  with  the  windows  open  ; 

X  44  took 
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4‘  took  a  calomel  bolus  with  a  quarter  of  a  grain 
44  of  Emetic  Tartar,  which  vomited  her  twice,  and 
44  gave  her  three  large  purging  (tools  *,  which  pro- 
44  cured  great  relief :  drank  frequently  cold  water 
44  with  Sp.  Vitriol.  Dulc.  acidulated  with  a  few 
44  drops  of  the  faid  fpirit.  Had  a  good  night,  and 
44  expedtorated  freely  j  her  fever  was  totally  re- 
44  moved. 

6th. — 44  Sat  up  the  whole  day,  and  walked -fre- 
44  quently  into  the  large  room  with  the  windows 

44  open  ;  and  drank  cold  water  with  the  faid  drops. 

44  Took  no  medicine,  and  had  again  a  very  good 

45  night. 

7th. — 44  The  appearances  as  favourable  as  be- 
<c  fore  :  free  and  copious  expectoration  without 
44  any  fever :  took  the  calomel  bolus  again  this 
44  evening. 

8  th. — 44  The  bolus  not  having  procured  any 
44  confiderable  difcharge,  was  repeated  this  morn- 
66  ing  in  an  increafed  quantity  :  which  with  leni- 
44  ent  opening  medicine  procured  fix  large  evacu- 
44  ations  by  (tool :  much  relieved,  and  had  again 
44  a  quiet  night. 

jpi. — 44  The  eruptions  on  her  face  fully  matu- 
44  rated  ;  her  face  fwelled  to  a  great  degree  *, 
44  all  the  appearances  as  favourable  as  could  be 
44  wifhed ;  drank  plentifully  of  cold  diluting  li- 
44  quors  acidulated  as  before  :  continued  up  the 
44  whole  day,  and  was  frequently  led  about  the  large 
44  room  without  any  fire  in  it,  and  the  windows 

44  open: 
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cc  open  :  had  two  large  ftools  this  day  from  the 
u  opening  apozem. 

10th. — u  This  morning  the  fwelling  of  the  face 
iC  was  confiderably  abated,  and  the  hands  began  to 
“  fwell  without  the  accefs  of  any  fecondary  fever  : 
“  her  regimen  the  fame  as  before *,  and  all  the 
“  fymptoms  as  favourable  as  poffible. 

1  ith. — “  The  difeafe  went  on  very  favourably ; 
“  her  feet  began  to  give  her  great  pain  from  the 
“  number  of  puftules  and  the  thicknefs  of  the  inte- 
“  guments  ;  was  carried  into  the  large  room  ;  had 
“  a  reftlefs  night  from  the  pain  of  her  feet  j  in 
“  other  refpedts  very  well. 

1 2th. — “  The  fymptoms  as  favourable  as  be- 
c<  fore ;  took  this  night  twelve  drops  of  Laudanum 
“  on  account  of  her  feet ;  which  procured  her  a 
cc  very  good  night  *,  and  fhe  waked  very  well  in  the 
<c  morning  of  the  13th  day  of  the  eruption. 


Of  internal  Abfcejfes ,  'particularly  on  the  Pfoas 

Mufcle. 

ITis  the  office  of  a  furgeon  to  diftinguifh  proper¬ 
ly  incurable  cafes  as  well  as  thofe  which  admit 
of  relief,  that  he  may  be  able  to  form  a  juft  prog- 
noftic,  and  avoid  being  deceived  by  external  ap¬ 
pearances.  Amongft  the  juniors  of  the  profeffion 
care,  attention,  and  ftudy,  muft  fupply  the  want 
of  experience,  and  for  their  inftru<ftion  the  follow¬ 
ing  memoir  is  defigned,  explaining  fome  circunv 

X  2  ftances 
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fiances  of  a  difeafe  which  hath  not  hitherto  been 
accurately  defcribed  by  medical  writers. 

Perhaps  the  general  fatality  of  the  Pfoas  abfcefs* 
the  impoffibility  of  arriving  at  the  fource  of  it,  and 
the  inefficacy  of  medicines  having  been  repeatedly 
experienced,  are  the  reafons  which  have  deterred 
practitioners  from  writing  about  a  cafe  which  they 
defpaired  of  curing.  Yet  however  irkfome 
and  difagreeable  fuch  a  tafk  may  be  deemed,  fome 
ufeful  remarks  and  inferences  may  be  made  to 
render  our  enquiries  worth  attention,  and  the  fub- 
je£l  in  fome  meafure  interelling  to  the  reader. 

We  may  with  propriety  divide  internal  abfc.efles 
into  two  fpecies— general  and  particular — under 
the  firfh  title  we  are  to  range  all  thofe  collections  of 
matter  formed  within  the  cavity  of  the  Abdomen 
(for  I  intend  not  to  fpeak  of  the  Thorax  or  of  it’s 
difeafes  in  this  chapter)  either  from  the  inflamed 
furfaces  of  the  contained  vifeera,  from  the  tranfud- 
ing  fluids,  from  the  intervening  cellular  fubftance, 
or  the  Peritoneum,  This  matter  diffufes  itfelf 
very  irregularly,  and  points  externally  in  various 
parts  as  it  is  not  confined  in  a  cyft  ♦,  mo  ft  frequent¬ 
ly  it  appears  in  the  molt  depending,  tho*  fometimes 
from  accidental  adhefions  of  the  Peritoneum ,  it 
may  prefent  itfelf  higher  up  on  the  abdomen  or 
wherever  thofe  adhefions  happen.  The  caufe  of 
this  matter  firil  forming  is  owing  to  a  lax  habit  of 
body,  and  if  we  confiderthe  ample  extent  of  the  fur- 
faces  of  the  contained  vifeera  and  containing  mem¬ 
branes,  we  fhall  readily  explain  the  reafon  why  the 

'  quantity 
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quantity  of  matter  is  fo  very  great  and  the  confe- 
quences  of  fuch  a  difeafe  generally  fo  fatal  to  the 
patient.  From  the  fame  confideration  the  dif¬ 
ference  in  refpeft  to  danger  between  an  external 
and  internal  abfcefs  is  evident*  ;  the  former  we 
know  is  circumfcribed  and  confined,  and  admits  of 
any  eafy  cure,  the  latter  arifes  from  fources  which 
we  cannot  reach,  the  powers  of  medicine  and  the 
fkill  and  dexterity  of  chirurgical  operation  proving 
equally  ineffectual  as  to  a  cure. 

The  effedts  and  confequences  of  general  internal 
abfcefles  muft  be  various  and  uncertain,  as  the 
fources  of  them  are  fo  deep  and  extenfive.  In  re¬ 
gard  to  th ^particular  fpecies  of  thefe  abfcefles,  they 
take  their  diftindtions  from  the  organs  moil  mate¬ 
rially  affedled  :  For  inftance  the  liver,  and  the 
mefenteric  glands,  and  other  vifcera  •,  but  the  ex¬ 
planation  of  thefe  comes  not  under  our  prefent 
purpofe. 

*  In  fome  large  abfcefles  formed  externally  on  the  lower 
part  of  the  abdomen,  there  is  at  flrft  a  difficulty  in  determin¬ 
ing  whether  they  door  do  not  communicate  with  the  Cavity. 
An  inftance  of  this  kind  occurred  very  lately  in  a  man  of  a 
corpulent  habit  :  The  fymptoms  in  fome  degree  were  equi¬ 
vocal,  efpecially  in  regard  to  the  pain  of  the  back,  and  the 
difcharge  after  opening  the  tumour  was  very  copious.  But 
finding  afterwards  a  neceffity  of  enlargingthe  incifion  to  trace 
the  fource  of  the  matter,  it  appeared  to  arife  from  the  cellular 
membrane.  The  feat  of  it  however  lay  very  deep,  and  the 
cafe  for  a  long  time  continued  doubtful ;  but  as  no  matter 
flowed  from  the  cavity  of  the  abdomen,  a  cure  was  at  length 
effeded  by  proper  dreffirgs,  internal  medicines,  and  artful 
bandage.  *  .  -• 


The 
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i  ■ 

The  difeafe  commonly  called  the  Pfoas  abfcefs 
belongs  to  the  general  fpecies  of  internal  abfceffes  : 
For  as  to  the  meer  name,  it  is  by  no  means  abfo- 
lutely  fignificative  of  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  :  for 
this  appellation  is  given,  not  becaufe  the  matter  is 
originally  formed  on  the  Pfoas ,  but  becaufe  it 
frequently  is  infinuated  along  the  courfe  and  direc¬ 
tion  of  that  mufcle,and  confequently  by  that  means 
drops  into  the  moll  depending  part  of  die  cavity 
of  the  abdomen. 

The  caufe  of  the  Pfoas  abfcefs  remains  too  ob~ 
fcure  to  be  exadly  afcertained :  We  may  fay  in 
general  that  it  arifes  from  a  laxity  of  fibre,  an  ex- 
preffion  which  will  feem  to  many  vague  and  un- 
fatisfa&ory.  Indeed  it  is  equally  difficult  to  point 
out  the  origin  of  many  other  internal  difeafes  efpe- 
cially  chronical  ones.  No  wonder  then,  that  in 
this  cafe  of  the  Pfoas  abfcefs  wherein  the  matter 
is  collected  from  fo  large  a  cavity  as  the  Abdomen , 
and  from  furfaces  fo  ample  and  extended  as  the 
contained  vifcera  as  well  as  the  cellular  fubftance 
and  furrounding  membranes,  we  fliould  be  at  a 
lofs  how  to  determine  precifely  the  fource  of  the 
difeafe  when  fo  many  parts  are  affeded.  We 
know  that  it  does  not  arife  from  any  particular  in¬ 
flammation.  How  then  mull  we  account  for  it  ? 
Shall  we  admit  the  poffibility  of  the  exhaling  per- 
fpirable  fluids  in  feveral  cavities  of  the  human 
body  being  convertible  into  pus  ?  We  are  indeed 
told  by  the  moft  able  phyfiologifts  that  the  coagul¬ 
ate  lymph  fecreted  within  the  thorax,  the  pericar- 
-  '  '  dium, 
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dium,  and  the  abdomen,  (tho’  of  infinite  ufe  in  it- 
fclf)  proves  very  pernicious  when  the  fecretion  of 
it  exceeds  the  neceflfary  quantity.  This  fuperfluity 
then  is  the  caufe  of  difeafe  and  may  pofiibly  dege¬ 
nerate  into  matter,  which  being  confined,  frequent¬ 
ly  becomes  putrid  and  occafions  many  mifchiefs 
by  it’s  abforption. 

Allowing  this  generation  of  matter  to  be  the 
probable  caufe  of  the  Pfoas  abfeefs,  we  next  come 
to  deferibe  with  rather  more  certainty,  the  fymp- 
toms. 

The  grand  pathognomonic  fymptom  is  a  pain  in 
the  loins  or  back,  attended  with  fhiverings  and 
heat  alternately.  The  fpace  of  time  between  the 
firfl:  appearance  of  thefe  fymptoms  and  the  forma¬ 
tion  or  pointing  of  matter  externally  varies  in  dif¬ 
ferent  cafes.  The  tumour  itfelf  advances  very  flow- 
ly  as  it  is  not  of  theplegmonoid  fpecies,  and  appears 
irregularly  fometimes  in  the  groin,  fometimes  lower, 
and  frequently  behind  under  the  Glut  at  mufcles 
affefting  all  the  neighbouring  bones  with  ^Caries  : 
In  this  laft  circumftance  it  frequently  happens, 
that  the  matter  forms  feveral  abfcelFes  which  burft 
of  themfelves  and  leave  as  many  fiftulous  orifices 
thro’  which  ifilies  a  thin  difeharge,  and  if  we  in¬ 
troduce  a  probe  into  any  one  of  thefe  we  fhall  often 
difeover  part  of  the  os  ilium  or  facrum  to  be  foul. 
Many  other  ill  effects  happen  internally  by  the 
matter  prefiing  upon  or  affecting  the  contents  of 
the  Pelvis ,  for  infiance,  irritation  of  the  neck  of 
the  bladder  and  the  re£tum  occafioning  pain  in 

making 
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making  water  and  a  diarrhea.  Add  to  thefe 
miferies  all  the  mifchiefs  which  ufually  attend  ab- 
forption  of  matter,  particularly  he£tic  heats,  inter¬ 
mittent  fever,  third:,  macies,  and  an  unhealthy 
afped.  Inflances  have  been  known  in  which  the 
matter  has  infinuated  itfelf  along  the  courfe  of  the 
great  veffels  and  formed  a  tumour  in  the  thigh, 
the  nature  of  which  is  difcovered  by  the  above- 
mentioned  previous  fyrnptoms.  Nor  mull  we 
omit  obferving,  that  from  the  fituation  of  the 
tumour  over  the  diredion  of  a  large  artery  a 
pulfation  is  communicated  which  is  very  fallacious 
and  is  often  miftaken  for  an  aneurifm*. 

As  matter  from  the  P/oas  abfcefs  may  pofTibly 
drop  down  into  the  thigh,  we  mud:  not  from  the 
appearance  confound  this  cafe  with  another  fome- 
what  fimilar  in  this  refped  tho’  entirely  different 
in  it’s  nature  and  arifing  from  a  different  fource.  I 

*  A  tumour  of  this  kind  I  faw  fome  time  ago,  which 
appearing  in  the  loins  direfUy  upon  the  courfe  of  one  of 
the  iliac  arteries,  had  a  remarkably  Itrong  pulfation,  infomuch 
that  fome  of  the  bell  furgeons  in  England  pronounced  it  to  be 
aneurifmatical)  'and  it  was  treated  accordingly.  Alexander 
Monro ,  fenior,  had  fome  doubts  about  it,  and  advifed  punc¬ 
turing  with  a  fine  needle  in  order  to  dlfcover  the  contents : 
An  ingenious  propofal,  tho5  perhaps  had  it  been  tried,  the 
refult  of  the  experiment  might  not  have  proved  decifive,  be- 
caufe  Dr.  Hunter  tells  us  that  the  difcharge  juft  before  the 
rupture  of  an  aneurifm  is  thin  and  ichorous.  The  tumour  at 
length  broke  of  itfelf  and  inftant  death  was  expected,  but 
the  contents  proved  in  a  few  days  that  the  cafe  was  no  other 
than  a  large  abfcefs :  Yet  the  fource  of  matter  being  internal 
the  patient  grew  hettic,  eonfumptive,  and  after  fome  time 
died  tabid. 

meam 


$he  MEDICAL  MISCELLANY.  171 

mean  the  abfcefs  formed  in  the  Acetabulum .  Indeed 
the  previous  fymptoms  are  fufficientJy  diflindt, 
fo  as  fcarcely  to  admit  a  pofiibility  of  confounding 
the  difeafes.  But  I  muft  obferve  that  both  of 
them  do  generally  proceed  from  a  fcrophulous 
humour  in  the  habit  affedling  the  glandular  fyflem. 
In  both  the  matter  is  frequently  abforbed  and 
tranflated  to  fome  of  the  nobler  organs ;  but  by 
what  means  this  tranflation  is  effected  from  one 
part  to  another  quite  remote,  is  a  queflion  not 
yet  clearly  explained.  The  fad  however  is  incon- 
tellable,  as  many  inflances  have  been  proved  from 
difledions.  We  have  often  feen  in  opening  bodies 
which  have  died  after  amputations,  matter  formed 
in  the  lungs  from  an  abforption  in  the  flump.  In 
all  cafes  of  this  nature  whether  in  large  wounds, 
ulcers,  or  abfceffes  from  whatever  caufe,  if  the 
quantity  of  matter  difcharged  is  lefs  than  ufual  and 
efpecially  if  the  decreafe  is  fudden,  and  a  fever  en- 
lues,  we  have  reafon  to  apprehend  fatal  confe- 
quences  *,  for  matter  never  changes  it’s  feat 
without  injuring  the  patient  *.  In 

*  Having  mentioned  the  abfcefs  of  the  Acetabulum ,  I  am 
led  to  remark,  that  when  the  matter  appears  in  the  form  of 
a  tumour  in  the  thigh,  it  is  difficult  to  determine  the  pro¬ 
priety  of  opening  that  tumour ;  and  in  this  refpeft  again 

this  difeafe  refembles  the  Pfoas  abfcefs. - Upon  examining 

the  body  of  a  patient  who  died  in  confequence  of  an  abfcefs 
formed  from  the  acetabulum  which  had  been  opened,  I  ob- 
ferved  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs  endrely  fuppurated  and 
deftroyed,  the  furfaces  of  the  abdominal  vifcera  adhering  to 
the  omentum  and  peritonaeum,  the  mefenteric  glands  enlarg-. 
ed  and  difeafed,  and  the  bed  where  the  matter  was  frit 

formed 


Y 


*7 2  The  MEDICAL  MISCELLANY. 

In  large  abfceftes  (as  juft  before-mentioned)  we 
are  often  led  into  errors  on  account  of  the  fimili- 
tude  they  bear  from  communication  with  blood 
vefifels,  to  aneurifms.  This  deception  now  and 
then  prevails  even  in  tumours  fituated  in  the  ex¬ 
tremities  s  Mr.  Bayford  very  judicioufty  fays 
cc  It  is  certain,  that  the  meet  pulfation  of  a  part 

muft  ever  be  deemed  equivocal,  as  that  fo  often 
<c  happens  without  any  manifeft  difeafe  in  the  ar~ 
<c  terial  fyftem.”  I  have  in  many  caies  profited  from 
this  kind  of  caution,  being  induced  to  examine  with 
care  and  circumfpecftion  the  true  ftate  of  feveral 
tumours  which  perhaps  might  have  efcaped  or 
deceived  a  lefs  vigilant  enquiry.  Among  thefe 
cafes  I  beg  leave  to  mention  one,  which  under  the 
appearance  of  an  aneurifm  betrayed  a  cancerous 
nature,  the  explanation  as  well  as  the, opinion  re¬ 
lative  to  this  tumour  given  by  me  may  be  feen  in 
the  note  It  may  be  proper  to  add,  that  the 
patient  died  cancerous. 

To 

s 

formed  quite  dry ;  the  head  of  the  os  femoris  carious  and 
the  furrounding  cartilage  as  well  as  the  gland  in  the  cavity 

of  the  joint  corroded.- - When  upon  opening  an  abfcefs  of 

a  fufpicious  nature  fttuated  near  the  crural  veffels,  we  dis¬ 
cover  any  difcharge  or  coagulum  of  blood  we  muft  be  very 
careful  of  medling  with  the  efchar  (if  acauftic  has  been  ufed) 
and  efpecially  with  the  coagulum  itfelf,  but  leave  the  fepara- 
tion  entirely  to  nature.  Thofe  who  have  negle&ed  thefe 
cautions  have  often  deftroyed  their  patients. 

^  Vid.  Medical  Mifcellany,  page  132. 

t  “  I  have  examined  Mr.  S- — — ’s  leg  with  the  utmoft 
f{  attention,  and  from  the  prefen.t  appearance  of  the  tumour, 
ts  and  from  the  hiftory  of  the  cafe  I  judge  it.  to  be  of  a  can- 

(i  ceroua 
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To  the  foregoing  obfervations  on  the  Pfoas  ab- 
fcefs  deduced  from  fads,  it  will  be  unneceflary  to 
add  a  great  number  of  cafes,  the  appearances  and 

the 

41  cerous  nature.  For  he  complains  of  a  pritching  (hooting 
44  pain,  the  tumour  is  knotted,  hard,  and  unequal,  the  ten- 
“  dons  of  the  gaftrocnemius  mufcle  contracted,  the  fore 
“  where  the  (kin  is  broke,  from  the  protrufion  of  the  flefh 
41  refembles  a  cancerous  fore,  and  the  difcharge  is  frequently 
<£  thin  and  acrid.  All  thefe  are  diagnoftic  marks  of  a 
“  cancer.  It  happens  indeed  from  the  preifure  of  the  tumour 
te  upon  an  artery  that  a  pulfation  is  communicated  to  it 
44  which  may  have  led  fome  into  a  fufpicion  of  it’s  being  an 
<£  aneurifm.  But  in  no  other  fymptom  does  it  correfpond 
“  with  that  difeafe.  I  wifh  it  was  an  aneurifm  rather  than 
44  what  it  appears  to  me  to  be,  becaufe  then  the  amputation 
<£  would  be  proper  as  the  blood  would  not  be  fuppofed  taint- 
44  ed  with  acrimony,  and  the  (lump  might  be  healed  without 
4<  apprehenfion  of  future  mifchiefs. 

££  The  fore  it  feems  has  bled,  which  is  another  chara&er-^ 
44  idle  of  a  cancer ;  for  if  it  had  been  an  aneurifm,  I  (hall 
44  fuppefe  the  affair  would  then  have  been  decided.  Befides 
44  from  the  whole  appearance  of  the  limb,  the  fores,  the 
ic  tubercles,  and  indeed  the  afpedl  of  the  patient,  I  am  more 
££  convinced  in  my  opinion.  It  may  indeed  happen  from 
<£  the  corrofion  of  the  matter,  that  fome  blood  ve(Tel  con- 
<£  tiguous  to  it  may  be  divided,  and  a  faJfe  aneurifm  pro- 
*£  duced,  requiring  the  fame  immediate  necelfity  of  amputa** 

tion  ;  but  at  prefent  that  danger  feems  remote. 

££  From  the  whole  of  the  cafe  as  it  appears  to  me,  I  would 
‘£  advife  by  a  milk  diet,  and  other  means  to  correct  the 
<£  acrid  humours,  and  by  emollient  poultices  to  foften  the 
44  tumour  ; — till  the  hardnefs  is  reduced  I  fliould  think  either 
t(  incifions  or  amputation  improper — the  latter  nothing  cart 
<£  juftify  except  the  rupture  of  a  blood  veffel  or  violent  in- 
«*  creafe  of  pain,  and  even  then  the  event  or  the  confequences 
(i  might  be  unlprtunate.  “  Had 
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the  event  being  in  mold  of  them  fimilar.  Some 
linger  a  long  time  under  their  miferies  in  a  con- 
fumptive  Hate  ♦,  fome  perifh  fpeedily  in  confe- 
quence  of  a  mortification  of  the  parts,  and  a  de¬ 
luge  of  matter. — In  others  the  difeafe  appears  and 
difappears,  remits  and  returns,  keeping  the  patient 
in  the  moft  uncomfortable  fufpence.  In  all,  the 
remedies  prefcribed  are  of  little  fervice,  opium  ex¬ 
cepted,  which  mud  always  be  ufed  in  proportion 
to  the  urgency  of  pain  and  difcharge. 

A  boy  aged  14  was  taken  into  St.  George’s 
hofpital,  with  an  abfcefs  pointing  in  the  groin, 
and  feemingly  ready  to  burfl  through  the  fkin  « 
However  it  was  not  opened,  and  after  a  confider- 
able  time  it  difappeared  and  formed  itfelf  again 
on  the  contrary  part  in  the  other  groin.  It  was 
then  opened,  and  the  boy  remained  in  a  lingering 
date  feveral  weeks  with  a  great  difcharge  from 
the  wound.  But  at  length,  the  quantity  of  matter 
decreafmg,  the  wound  clofed  up  and  he  was  lent 
out  of  the* hofpital.  About  two  months  after  this 
he  came  again  with  the  fame  complaint,  but  as  he 
had  a  very  bad  heftic  cough  it  was  not  thought 
proper  to  admit  him,  and  in  a  fhort  fpace  of  time 
he  died  confumptive. 

44  Had  I  any  reafon  to  think  Dr.  Stork's  beaded  cicuta  as 
44  effe&ual  as  he  fay  it  is,  I  would  here  recommend  it ;  how- 
44  ever  in  the  poultice  either  the  bruifed  herb,  or  the  ex- 
st  prelTed  juice  fnould  be  added— of  it’s  internal  ufe  I  am 
(e  doubtful.  For  medicines  I  advife,  gentle  aperients,  and 

opiates  occafionally,  with  milk  diet  and  far  fa  decoc- 
44  tion.,J 
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.  E.  A.  a  girl  about  twenty  years  of  age  came 
into  the  hofpital  with  a  large  tumour  under  the 
gluteus  mufcle:  upon  opening  it  a  prodigious  quan¬ 
tity  of  ill-conditioned  foetid  matter  was  difcharged, 
and  upon  examining  with  the  probe  the  fpine  of 
the  Ileum  was  found  to  be  carious.  In  ten  days 
after  the  operation  fhe  died  more  fuddenly  than 

1 

was  expedted  *.  ■ 

A  man  came  into  the  hofpital  (aged  about  50) 
with  a  tumour  that  at  firft  appeared  of  a  doubtful 
nature  as  it  was  lituated  near  the  abdominal  ring 
and  refembled  a  rupture ;  but  it  was  foon  diftin- 
guifhed  from  that  difeafe,  by  it’s  not  receding  on 

1 

preflure,  or  'when  the  patient  lay  down  a  Conflder- 
able  time.  It  was  likewife  attended  with  great 
pain  in  the  loins,  and  in  the  external  part  where 
it  pointed  :  For  this  reafon  emollient  fomentations 
and  cataplafms  were  applied  every  day  during  the 
fpace  of  fix  weeks.  By  thefe  means  the  tumour 
advanced  more  and  more  with  a  perceptible  fluc¬ 
tuation  of  matter,  the  fource  of  which  was  not  fo 
evident  from  it’s  appearance,  as  from  the  previous 
fymptom  of  the  pain  in  the  loins,  as  well  as  the 
flow  advance  of  the  abfcefs.  All  the  time  the 

*  Upon  examining  the  body  I  found  both,  the  left  j P/oas 
and  lliacus  internus  mufcles  difeafed,  and  in  a  date  of  mortifi¬ 
cation.  There  was  a  large  quantity  of  matter  lying  amongft 
the  cellular  fubftance  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Abdomen .  The 
Peritoneum  was  inflamed  and  indurated,  and  the  intefiines 
feemed  fphacelated  in  feveral  places.  The  fpine  of  the 
Jleum  was  carious,  as  were  likewife  two  of  the  procefles  of 
the  ‘vertebre  lumborum.  The  external  wound  communicated 
with  the  P/oas  ana  as  in  a  mortified  date. 
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fvvelling  increafed  in  fize,  the  patient  feemed  de¬ 
clining  in  his  health  ;  and  when  the  matter  was 
almoft  ready  to  burft  through  the  fkin  Mr.  Hewitt 
thought  proper  to  open  the  abfcefs,  and  there 
came  away  about  a  quart  of  well  concodted  pus. 
A  little  time  determined  the  certainty  of  it’s  being 
a  Pfoas  abfcefs,  by  the  profufenefs  of  the  difcharge 
attended  with  hedlic  fymptoms,  and  a  colliquative 
loofenefs,  which  had  indeed  been  troublefome  from 
time  to  time  during  his  illnefs,  occafioned  probably 
by  an  abforption  of  matter.  It  was  obfervable  in 
this  cafe  as  well  as  in  feveral  others  of  the  fame 
nature,  that  the  wound  generally  looked  uncom¬ 
monly  clear  and  well :  An  appearance  peculiar  to 
the  Pfoas  abfcefs,  efpecially  when  the  tumour  has 
been  fuffered  to  ripen  fufficiently,  which  obferva- 
tion  makes  againft  the  pradlice  of  opening  any 
tumour  in  a  crude  flate,  even  fuch  as  are  deemed 
critical.  As  to  the  propriety  of  opening  the  Pfoas 
abfcefs,  we  may  fay  with  a  very  eminent  furgeon, 
that  whether  we  perform  the  operation  or  not,  we 
do  wrong,  becaufe  the  cafe  itfelf  admits  of  no  one 
good  meafure  being  taken.  But  however  the  rules 
of  furgery  call  upon  us  to  open  the  abfcefs  when 
fufficiently  pointed. — As  to  our  patient  he  lingered 
about  fifteen  days  after  the  operation  and  then 
died  *f\ 

A  young 

•f-  On  examining  the  body  I  found  a  great  quantity  of 
matter  lodged  on  the  right  Pfoas  mufcle,  which  daily  dis¬ 
charged  itfelf  through  the  external  wound.  On  the  left 
Pfoas  there  was  likewife  a  very  large  abfcefs  formed  though 

4% 
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A  young  man  applied  for  advice  concerning  a 
tumour  which  was  fituated  low  in  the  groin,  with 
a  peculiar  odd  appearance  as  if  it  was  interfered 
and  divided  into  two  diflindt  bags  of  matter. 
From  the  fymptoms  the  cafe  was  judged  to  be  a 
Pfoas  abfcefs.  The  patient  was  advifed  to  go  into 
the  country,  and  to  keep  himfelf  quiet  and  regular 
with  proper  nourishing  and  rather  fubaflringent 
diet.  In  this  cafe  no  application  was  ordered  to 
the  part,  to  avoid  doing  any  thing  which  might 
irritate,  or  tend  to  increafe  the  quantity  of  matter. 
When  the  tumour  fhould  be  ripe  the  knife  or 
cauftic  were  to  be  ufed  indifferently,  taking  care  to 
make  a  fmall  opening  at  the  depending  part ;  the 
whole  chance  of  recovery  refling  upon  the  habit 
and  flrength  of  the  conflitution  of  the  Patient. 
This  cafe  came  under  the  infpedlion  of  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  and  Mr.  Hawkins . 

It  will  readily  occur  from  knowing  the  feat  of 
the  Pfoas  abfcefs  that  there  can  be  but  very  little 
dependence  orflrefs  laid  upon  any  particular  mode 
of  dreffing  or  application  to  the  wound.  Tents 
are  exploded  as  ufelefs  and  even  pernicious,  except 

it  had  not  pointed  externally  ;  the  matter  of  this  abfcefs  was 
collected  in  a  kind  of  fac  formed  by  the  peritonaeum  and  ad¬ 
hering  cellular  membrane  very  much  thickened.  It  extend¬ 
ed  quite  up  to  the  kidney  (which  was  not  injured  however, 
being  guarded  by  the  furrounding  fat)  and  low  clown  like- 
wife  in  the  pelvis,  and  in  procefs  of  time  would  have  made 
it’s  way  externally  by  the  fide  of  the  os  facrum ,  as  often 
happens.  The  matter  in  this  fac  was  in  a  crude  ftate. 
There  was  an  univerfal  adheiion  of  the  omentum  to  the 
peritoneum  ;  the  thoracic  vifcera  were  found. 


now 
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now  and  then  they  may  ferve  to  plug  up  the  matter 
at  one  place,  that  it  may  be  made  to  point  more 
conveniently  in  another.  Irijedtions  of  any  kind 
(though  they  bid  faired:  to  penetrate  to  the  very 
feat  of  the  abfcefs)  are  of  little  or  no  fervice  :  If 
they  are  advifeable  in  any  circumftance,  it  is  in  the 
cafe  of  fiftulous  orifices,  into  which  the  aq.  calcis 
impregnated  with  a  fmail  portion  of  vitriol  may 
be  injebted  every  day.  We  are  equally  deficient 
likewife  in  refped:  to  the  internal  regimen  and 
treatment  *,  we  may,  it  is  true,  prefcribe  fometimes 
to  the  fymptoms  with  advantage,  though  not  to  the 
cafe  in  general.  Lime  water,  afies  milk,  and  the 
cortex  peruvianus  are  ufed  alternately.  I  frequent¬ 
ly  order  the  following  decoction,  and  it  feerns  to 
agree  very  well : 

R  Fol.  Rofar.  rub. 

4 

-  Balauft. 

Cort.  Granat. 

—7—  Cinnamon,  aa.  31.  coq.  in  Laft, 
vaccin.  recent,  lb  1  inter  coquend.  infund.  aq.  font, 
calid.  lb  1  gradatim,  colatur.  lb  1  add,  facch.  aibiffi 
qs.  fit  pro  potu. 

One  of  the  moft  favourable  cafes  which  I  have 
feen  of  the  Pfoas  abfcefs  is  the  following  : 

A.  J.  a  young  man  at  the  age  of  2  5,  was  fir  ft 
feized  with  very  fevere  pains  in  the  loins  and  back 
in  January,  1766. — Thefe  pains  l’ometimes  remit¬ 
ted,  and  were  followed  with  fhivering  and  heat 
alternately  for  a  long  time.  In  Augufi  17 67,  he 
firft  perceived  a  fwelling  in  the  groin  about  the 

fize 
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fize  of  a  pullet5 s  egg,  this  tumour  became  an  ab- 
fcefs  and  pointing  fufffciently  it  was  opened  by 
inciflon  the  latter  end  of  September  in  the  fame 
year.  A  pint  of  well  concocted  pus  came  away 
immediately,  and  matter  continued  flowing  from 
it  in  uncertain  quantities  and  at  different  times  for 
the  fpace  of  two  months.  It  foon  after  healed  up, 
but  broke  out  again  in  the  fame  place  in  1768. — 
Another  abfeefs  broke  from  behind  juft  above  the 
brim  of  the  pelvis,  and  both  difeharged  matter  at 
different  times.  Several  medicines  were  tried 
upon  this  patient  but  without  any  good  effedt,  and 
at  length  I  refted  the  whole  upon  opium ,  taking  care 
to  remedy  his  habitual  coffivenefs  by  gentle  aperi¬ 
tives  occafionally.  He  began  to  take  opii  gr.  1  omni 
noble  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1768,  which 
medicine  was  of  the  greatefl:  fervice  both  in  abating 
pain  and  in  checking  thofe  profufe  fweats  which 
ufed  to  wafle  him.  In  the  prefent  year  1769  the 
dofe  of  opium  is  increafed  to  two  grains  •,  the 
patient  is  upon  the  whole  much  better  though  Hill 
drooping,  and  I  have  reafon  to  think  from  the 
pains  in  his  loins  and  limbs  which  neither  opium 
or  time  can  entirely  remove,  from  his  hedtic  look 
and  other  fymptoms  that  the  matter  will  collect 
again. — However  at  prefent  [May  20,  1769)  he 
feems  tolerably  well,  and  the  cafe  as  favourable 
as  he  can  expedt. 

Before  I  conclude  this  article  it  may  be  neceflary 
to  repeat  the  caution  in  refpedt  to  large  abfceflfes 
on  the  abdomen. — Thefe  fometimes  have  been 
miftaken  for  internal  abfceflfes,  and  indeed  fome 

X  of 
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of  them  from  the  vail  quantity  of  matter  contained, 
and  from  the  deep  feat  of  that  matter,  may  deceive 
even  an  experienced  practitioner.  As  to  the  vlf- 
cera  they  are  very  rarely  affected,  at  leaft  fo  far  as 
to  be  difcovered  by  any  external  tumour,  except 
in  fome  difeafes  of  the  mefenteric  glands  of  a 
doubtful  appearance,  and  when  abfceffes  do  form 
in  them,  the  concomitant  fymptoms  widely  differ 
from  thofe  which  demonftrate  the  Pfoas  abfcefs. 

It  is  now  time  to  finifh  this  fubjeCt :  We  are 
always  glad  to  turn  our  eyes  from  a  dreary  and 
melancholly  profpeCls.  Such  are  the  circumflances 
of  the  Pfoas  abfcefs,  a  difeafe  not  very  difficult  to 
be  diftinguiffled  though  incapable  of  being  cured  : 
Yet  it  is  a  furgeoffis  duty  to  exert  his  utmofl  en¬ 
deavours,  and  if  all  means  fail  of  fuccefs,  it  ftill 
remains  in  his  power  to  alleviate,  at  leaf!  by  the 
tender  offices  of  humanity,  thofe  miferies  which 
gradually  preying  upon  Life  baffle  fkill,  and  per¬ 
plex  experience. 

i 

'  Of  Compound  Fra  Bures. 

YN  the  fludy  of  every  fcience  and  in  the  praClice 
of  every  art  it  is  indifpenfably  neceffiary  to  have 
recourfe  to  the  ftrft  principles  upon  which  each 
art  or  fcience  is  founded.  Hence  appears  the 
great  ufe  of  anatomy,  efpecially  in  cafes  of  chirur- 
gery,  becaufe  an  accurate  knowledge  of  the  parts 
and  veifels  injured  muft  be  attained  before  we  can 
undertake  to  remedy  thofe  injuries,  or  form  any 
certain  prognoftic  concerning  the  event  of  them. 

This 
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Th  is  fentiment  enforced  by  experience,  and  re¬ 
peated  by  almoft  every  author,  ought  always  to 
influence  the  mind.  And  in  no  one  point  of  prac¬ 
tice  is  it  of  more  importance  than  in  fractures, 
which  admit  of  fuch  infinite  variety  and  are  attend¬ 
ed  with  fo  many  difficulties  that  the  oldeft  and 
moft  expert  furgeons  are  frequently  at  a  lofs  how 
to  proceed.  In  thefe  cafes  therefore  our  reputa¬ 
tion  and  fuccefs  in  a  great  meafure  depend  upon 
our  underftanding  very  clearly  the  ftrudlure,  ufes, 
and  connexions  both  of  the  bony  fabric  and  of 
the  mufcles  and  ligaments,  that  in  all  exigencies 
we  may  be  able  to  forefee  and  to  form  a  judgment 
of  thofe  various  mifchiefs  which  happen  from  frac¬ 
tures  and  diflocations.  When  we  are  confidering 
the  probability  of  a  fradtured  bone  uniting,  it  is 
requifite  that  we  fhould  know  the  nature  of  Offi- 
fication,  how  much  that  property  differs  in  young 
and  old  fubjedts,  and  how  far  it  may  be  affedted  or 
retarded  by  fome  peculiar  acrimony  in  the  habit 
of  the  patient.  In  regard  to  the  particular  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  the  defcription  of  fradtures  I  refer  to 
thofe  fyftematical  authors  who  have  wrote  pro- 
feffedly  upon  the  fubjedt,  obferving  however  that 
there  is  a  material  defficiency  in  all  of  them  ; 
which  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  when  we  confider 
how  extremely  difficult  it  is  to  point  out  with  ex- 
adtnefs  and  precifion  all  thofe  intricate,  various, 
and  uncertain  circumftances  attending  thefe  cafes ; 
infomuch  that  the  moil  approved  rules  and  obfer- 
vations  will  never  be  fufficient  to  diredt  us  ab¬ 
solutely,  the  habit  of  different  patients  being  too 
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much  involved  in  the  queftion.  For  after  all  we 
muft  be  obliged  to  a£t  in  many  cafes  from  imme¬ 
diate  intuition  as  it  were,  the  neceffity  of  taking 
our  refolutions  not  allowing  us  time  duly  to  exa¬ 
mine  and  compare  all  the  fymptoms  which  different 
accidents  prefent  to  us,  or  to  confider  deliberately 
the  confequences. 

Of  all  difficulties  the  moft  important  is  to  de¬ 
termine  the  propriety  and  neceffity  of  amputation  : 
On  the  one  hand  it  is  dreadful  to  take  off  a  limb, 
and  on  the  other  it  is  inexcufeable  to  fuffer  a  life 
to  be  loft  by  deferring  that  operation.  Surgeons 
are  frequently  perplexed  and  differ  very  much  in 
deciding  this  point.  If  indeed  we  are  to  believe 
Monf.  Eilguer  *  furgeon-general  to  the  Prujfian  Ar¬ 
mies,  amputation  is  fcarcely  ever  neceffary  ;  even 
under  fome  of  the  moft  deplorable  circumftances 
of  gun-ffiot  wounds  when  the  joints  are  hurt  he 
forbids  it,  at  leaf!  he  perfuades  us  to  avoid  the 
operation.  But  I  fear  that  he  carries  this  notion 
too  far,  whiteh  every  man  is  apt  to  do  who  writes 
merely  to  eftablifh  a  new  or  peculiar  dodlrine, 
though  it  muft  be  confeffed  his  book  affords  many 
tifeful  cautions. 

Many  circumftances  concur  to  perplex  our  judg¬ 
ment  in  deciding  this  capital  point.  As  to  the 
meer  operation  it  reduces  every  thing  to  one  cer¬ 
tain  principle,  and  puts  an  end  to  all  difficulties 
and  doubts  in  refpeft  to  the  nature  of  the  fradhire, 

*  Vid.  A  differtation  on  the' inutility  of  amputation  of 
limbs.  By  Monf.  Bilguer .  Tranflated  from  the  Latin.— 
Printed  for  R.  Baldwin ,  Pater-nofter-Ro'w . 

for 


The  MEDICAL  MISCELLANY.  183 

for  it  is  too  late  to  reafon  after  the  limb  is  taken 
off.  But  then  the  apprehenfion  of  future  mifchiefs, 
and  the  impoffibility  perhaps  of  doing  to-morrow 
what  we  hefitate  in  doing  to  day,  are  queftions 
very  important  and  intricate,  which  neither  precepts 
or  examples  can  clearly  determine.  We  have 
feen  inflances  of  ill  fuccefs  from  infant  amputation, 
and  likewife  fatal  confequences  from  omitting  it. 
Cafes  feldom  are  exaCtly  alike,  and  confutations 
infinitely  vary,  fo  that  it  would  be  improper  to  at¬ 
tempt  in  one  what  might  fafely  be  atchieved  in 
another.  There  are  upon  record  furprizing  ac¬ 
counts  of  the  renovation  of  bones,  and  of  limbs 
dreadfully  fluttered  being  reftored  contrary  to  the 
expectation  of  the  furgeon  who  has  perhaps  advifed 
amputation  to  which  the  patient  has  refufed  to 
fubmit.  Yet  if  fome  have  been  accidentally  pre¬ 
ferred  by  their  obftinacy,  many  have  perifhed  by 
it.  I  wifh  it  was  in  my  power  to  write  with  more 
precifion  upon  this  important  fubjeCt,  but  as  I  ac¬ 
knowledge  the  impoffibility  of  laying  down  any 
certain  rule  for  myfelf,  I  fhall  not  prefume  to  at¬ 
tempt  it  for  others. 

Nor  is  there  much  intelligence  to  be  obtained 
from  the  moil  eminent  authors.  If  we  confult 
Parey ,  Du  Verney ,  Wifeman ,  lleifter ,  and  others,  we 
fhall  not  find  fo  much  fatisfaClion  as  we  might  ex¬ 
pect  from  men  of  their  experience  and  abilities. 
Either  they  have  overlooked  the  fub';eCt  or  have 
obferved  the  extreme  difficulty  of  explaining  it  in 
the  manner  they  might  wifh.  They  fpeak  in  gene- 
ral  terms  only,  and  we  are  left  at  laft  to  be  guided 

by 
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by  our  own  experience  according  as  the  different 
circumftances  of  the  accident  appear.  Mr.  Pott 
indeed  hath  in  a  great  meafure  fupplied  this  defi¬ 
ciency  in  former  authors,  in  an  excellent  work  * 
lately  published,  and  as  it  is  by  much  the  befl  per¬ 
formance  on  this  fubjedt  that  has  yet  appeared,  I 
do  moft  earneftly  recommend  it  to  the  perufal  of 
all  furgeons,  and  fhall  quote  a  few  p adages  appli¬ 
cable  to  my  prefent  purpofe. 

cc  I  ufe  (fays  Mr.  Pott)  the  term  compound 
fradture  in  the  fenfe  in  which  the  Englijh  have  al¬ 
ways  ufed  it,  that  is,  to  imply  a  broken  bone  com¬ 
plicated  with  a  wound. 

“  In  this  kind  of  cafe  the  firfh  objedt  of  confide- 
ration  is,  whether  the  prefervation  of  the  fradtured 
limb  can,  with  fafety  to  the  patients  life,  be  at¬ 
tempted  ;  or  in  other  words,  whether  the  probable 
chance  of  deftrudHon  from  the  nature  and  circum¬ 
ftances  of  the  accident,  is  not  greater  than  it  would 
be  from  the  operation  of  amputation.  Many 
things  may  concur  to  make  this  the  cafe.  The 
bone  or  bones  being  broken  into  many  different 

pieces,  and  that  for  a  confiderable  extent,  as  hap¬ 
pens  from  broad  wheels,  or  other  heavy  bodies  of 

large  furface,  palling  over,  or  falling  on  fuch  limbs ; 
the  fkin,  mufcles,  tendons,  &c.  being  fo  torn,  la¬ 
cerated,  and  deftroved,  as  to  render  gangrene  and 
mortification  the  moft  probable  and  moft  imme- 

*  Some  few  general  remarks  on  fractures  and  diflocations, 
by  Per  aval  Pott ,  F.  R.  5.  and  furgeon  to  St.  Bartholomews’  s 
liofpital. 
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diate  confequence  ;  the  extremities  of  the  bones 
forming  a  joint,  being  crufhed,  or  as  it  were  com¬ 
minuted,  and  the  ligaments  connetfting  fuch 
bones  being  torn  and  fpoiled,  are,  among  others, 
fufficient  reafons  for  propofing  and  for  performing 
immediate  amputation.  Reafons,  which  (not- 
withftanding  any  thing  that  may  have  been  faid  to 
the  contrary)  long  and  reiterated  experience  has 
approved,  and  which  are  vindicable  upon  every 
principle  of  humanity,  or  chirurgic  knowledge. 

“  When  a  furgeon  fays,  that  a  limb  which  has 
juft  fuffered  a  particular  kind  of  compound  frac¬ 
ture,  ought  rather  to  be  immediately  cut  off,  than 
that  any  attempt  fhould  be  made  for  its  prefer- 
vation,  he  does  not  mean  by  fo  faying,  that  it  is 
abfolutely  impoffible  for  fuch  limb  to  be  preferved 
at  all  events ;  he  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  to  mean 
fo  much  in  general ;  though  fometimes  even  that 
will  be  obvious ;  all  that  he  can  truly  and  juftly 
mean  is,  that  from  the  experience  of  all  time,  it 
lias  been  found  that  the  attempts  to  preferve  limbs 
fo  circumftanced,  have  moft  frequently  been 
fruftrated  by  the  death  of  the  patients,  in  confe¬ 
quence  of  fuch  injury  ;  and  that  from  the  fame 
experience,  it  has  been  found,  that  the  chance  of 
death  from  amputation  is  by  no  means  equal  to 
that  arifing  from  fuch  kind  of  fradture. 

“  Every  man  knows  that  apparently  defperate 
cafes  are  fometimes  cured  *,  and  that  limbs  fo 
ftiattered  and  wounded,  as  to  render  amputation 
the  only  probable  means  for  the  prefervation  of 
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life,  are  now  and  then  faved,  This  is  an  uncon¬ 
troverted  fad,  but  a  fad  which  proves  very  little 
againit  the  common  opinion,  becaufe  every  man 
of  experience  alfo  knows,  that  fuch  efcapes  are  very 
rare,  much  too  rare  to  admit  of  being  made  pre¬ 
cedents,  and  that  the  majority  of  fuch  attempts 
fail*. 

46  This  confideration  relative  to  amputation  is  of 
the  more  importance  becaufe  it  moil  frequently 
requires  immediate  determination  j  every  minute 
of  delay  is  in  many  inftances  to  the  patient’s  difad- 

*  The  Baron  Van  Swieten ,  writing  as  many  others  have 
done*  that  is,  theoretically  on  furgery,  advifes  us,  in  the  cafe 
of  very  bad  compound  fra&ure,  which  may  molt  probably 
require  amputation,  to  defer  the  operation,  ,  until  we  have 
tried  the  force  of  antifeptic  fomentations  and  applications  of 
like  kind  for  two  or  three  days ;  and  this  opinion  and  ad¬ 
vice  he  builds,  in  fome  meafure,  on 'a  remarkable  fuccefs  of 
La  Mate ,  in  a  feemingly  defperate  cafe,  of  a  man’s  leg  malhed 
by  the  wheel  of  a  heavy  carriage. 

That  De  La  Motte's  patient  efcaped,  I  make  no  doubt,  be¬ 
caufe  he  has  laid  fo  ;  but  the  furgeon  fhewed  much  more 
ralhnefs  in  attempting  to  fave  fuch  a  limb,  than  he  would 
have  done  in  the  amputation  of  it,  the  operation  would  have 
been  the  more  juflifiable  practiced.  With  regard  to  the  Ba¬ 
ron’s  advice,  to  flay  two  or  three  days,  I  take  the  liberty  to 
add,  that  if  you  do  that,  flay  feveral  more,  for  at  the  end  of 
that  time  (I  mean  two  or  three  days)  the  patient  will  have 
very  little  chance  indeed  from  the  operation,  much  lefs  than, 
he  would  have  had  at  the  time  of  the  accident. 

I  fhould  be  very  forry  to  be  thought  a  patron  or  an  advifer 
of  ralhnefs  or  cruelty  ;  but  in  what  I  have  here  faid,  I  believe 
I  lhall  have  every  man  in  the  pro'feffion,  who  has  either  true 
humanity  or  found  judgment  founded  on  experience,  on  my 
fide. 
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vantage,  and  a  very  fhort  fpace  of  time  indeed, 
frequently  makes  all  the  difference  between  pro¬ 
bable  fafety  and  fatality.  If  thefe  cafes  in  general 
would  admit  of  deliberation  for  two  or  three  days, 
and  during  that  time  fuch  circumftances  might  be 
expected  to  arife,  as  ought  neceffarily  to  determine 
the  furgeon  in  his  conduct,  without  adding  to  the 
patient’s  hazard,  the  difference  would  be  confider- 
able  ;  the  former  would  not  feem  to  be  fo  precipi¬ 
tate  in  his  determination,  as  he  is  frequently 
thought  to  be,  and  the  latter  being  more  convinced 
of  the  neceffity,  would  fubmit  to  it  with  lefs  re- 
lu&ance.  But  unhappily  for  both  parties,  this  is 
feldom  the  cafe  ;  and  the  firft  opportunity  having 
been  negleded  or  not  embraced,  we  are  very  fre¬ 
quently  denied  another.  Here  therefore  the  ’whole 
exertion  of  a  man’s  judgment  is  required,  that  he 
may  neither  rafhly  and  unneceffarily  deprive  his 
patient  of  a  limb,  nor  through  a  falfe  tendernefs 
or  timidity  fuffer  him  to  perifh,  by  endeavour¬ 
ing  to  prefer ve  fuch  limb.  Some  degree  of  ad- 
drefs  is  alfo  neceffary  upon  fuch  occafion,  in  order 
to  convince  the  patient  that  what  feems  to  be  de¬ 
termined  upon  haftily  and  with  precipitation,  will 
not  fafely  admit  of  longer  deliberation.” 

Our  ingenious  author  next  proceeds  to  give  di¬ 
rections  for  the  treatment  of  compound  fraCtures, 
recommending  in  thefe  as  well  as  fimple  ones  a 
flexed  pofition.of  the  limb.  This  improvement 
which  overturns  the  old  fyftem  of  practice  ought 
to  be  adopted  for  the  fake  of  the  fuffering  patients, 
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but  I  am  afraid  that  this  like  other  innovations 
will  not  be  received  fo  readily  and  fpeedily  as  might 
be  wifhed.  There  may,  it  is  true,  happen  cafes 
which  on  account  of  the  fituation  of  the  external 
wound  will  not  admit  of  being  placed  according 
to  Mr.  Potfs  .  rule  :  but  in  general  I  make  no 
doubt  of  it’s  propriety  and  ufefulnefs,  and  am  fo 
far  convinced  by  the  reafonings  of  this  able  furgeon 
that  for  the  future  I  fhall  follow  his  diredions  in 
private  pradice  and  in  the  infirmary.  As  to  the 
particular  obfervations  relative  to  the  management 
of  fradures,  I  refer  to  the  book  itfelf  which  com¬ 
ing  from  fo  great  an  authority  will  have  better 
effed  than  any  remarks  of  my  own,  though  I  muft 
beg  leave  to  offer  fome  opinions  which  may  tend 
to  illuflrate  the  fubjed. 

It  hath  been  obferved  by  fome  furgeons  of  emi¬ 
nence,  that  when  amputation  is  deemed  neceffary  in 
compound  fradures,  the  operation  fucceeds  better 
in  thofe  cafes  wherein  fuppuration  has  appeared  in 
confequence  of  delay  by  keeping  on  the  limb,  be- 
caufe,  they  fay,  the  blood  being  reduced  to  fuch 
a  date  as  to  feperate  matter  habitually,  digedion 
becomes  more  eafyin  the  dump  afterwards  j  where¬ 
as  in  fudden  accidents  happening  as  they  often  do 
in  full  and  plethoric  conditutions,  when  the  opera¬ 
tion  is  immediately  performed,  the  tendon,  inflam¬ 
mation,  fpafms  and  other  fymptoms,  are  much 
worfe.  This  argument  appears  plaufible  enough, 
but  is  liable  to  fome  very  material  objedions.  In 
the  fird  place,  when  the  joints  and  ligaments  have 

been 
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been  injured,  there  fucceeds  fuch  a  train  of  danger¬ 
ous  fymptoms  as  renders  it  improper  to  wait  for 
fuppuration,  and  even  induces  a  mortification. 
And  again,  admitting  the  contingency  of  matter 
forming,  and  the  firft  fever  from  the  violence  of 
the  accident  fubfiding,  will  not  amputation  excite 
new  inflammation  ?  May  not  the  wound  or  con- 
tufion  have  already  affected  fome  of  the  adjacent 
nerves  in  fuch  a  degree  as  to  occaflon  the  neceflity 
of  immediate  divifion  in  order  to  prevent  the  fatal 
effedts  of  fpafms  and  irritation  ?  Thefe  confidera- 
tions  will  rather  urge  us  to  difpatch,  efpecially  when 
the  limb  is  abfolutely  condemned,  and  we  wait 
not  for  any  favourable  alteration  but  only  for  the 
appearance  of  matter,  and  are  endeavouring  to 
lower  the  patient. 

When  amputation  is  judged  improper  and  we 
agree  to  attempt  faving  the  limb,  numerous  diffi¬ 
culties  and  mifchiefs  mufl  be  expedted  to  enfue 
requiring  all  our  fkill  and  diligence  to  obviate  the 
ill  effects  of  them.  The  fymptoms  as  they  arife 
fufficiently  indicate  what  remedies  ought  to  be 
applied.  For  pain,  and  fpafms,  and  delirium, 
opium  mufl:  be  given,  not  in  fmall  dofes  as  common 
forms  and  a  practice  too  timorous  have  prefcribed, 
but  in  fuch  quantities  and  fo  often  repeated  as  to 
produce  the  defired  effedt  a  total  ceffation  of  the 
fymptoms.  One  grain  every  hour  and  fometimes 
two  grains  are  neceffary.  Along  with  this  medi¬ 
cine  we  mufl:  enjoin  plentiful  dilution,  and  take 
care  to  keep  the  body  moderately  open.  Bleed¬ 
ing  and  the  antiphlogifliic  regimen  are  objedh  not 
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to  be  neglected.  Upon  the  fird  examination  of  a 
compound  fracture  fome  doubts  may  poffibly  arife 
concerning  the  propriety  of  dilating  the  wound. 
Some  practitioners  are  very  cautious  in  ufmg  the 
knife  confidering  the  integuments  and  mufcles  as 
the  natural  comprefs  to  the  bones,  and  not  to  be 
divided  unlefs  upon  the  molt  preffing  occafions  : 
Thefe  choofe  to  wait  till  matter  is  formed  and  the 
abfcefs  dire&s  the  incifion.  Others  prefer  bold 
openings  to  fet  the  bones  free  and  to  prevent  the 
pofTibility  of  matter  lodging  at  all.  I  have  mod 
frequently  thought  proper  to  follow  the  practice  of 
the  former. 

Amd  here  I  mud  obferve  that  a  large  quantity 
of  matter  forming  or  lodging  in  the  wound  is  one 
of  the  principal  inconveniences  attending  com¬ 
pound  fraCtures  :  For  as  long*  as  this  flows  pro- 
fufely  there  is  no  probability  of  the  generation  of 
callus  or  of  union  in  the  bone.  To  remedy  this 
;evil  we  mud  make  proper  incidons  to  drain  off 
the  matter,  carefully  obferving  the  pofition  of  the 
limb  that  thefe  drains  may  be  depending.  The 
bed  time  for  making  thefe  incidons  is  when  the 
tendon  and  indammation  are  abated,  and  the  cutu 
cula  appears  relaxed,  (the  fured  indication  for 
udng  the  knife) :  We  mud  likewife  give  the  bark 
freely  to  drengthen  the  dbres  and  to  correCt  the 
difcharge.  In  refpeCt  to  the  formation  of  callus 
various  difficulties  occur.  Indances  have  happened 
wherein  unfortunately  for  the  patient  and  for  the 
reputation  of  the  burgeon  the  broken  bone  has 

never 
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never  united  at  all*.  In  fome  the  callus  forms 
very  irregularly  requiring  great  care  and  equal 
preffure  to  prevent  deformity.  It  may  be  afked 
whether  the  callus  ffioots  more  expeditioufly  in 
confequence  of  the  end  or  points  of  bones  being 
fawed  fmoothf  *,  that  it  does  fo,  is  a  general  opinion 
which  induces  pra&itioners  to  be  very  lollicitous  in 
making  the  extremities  of  bones  as  even  as  they 
can.  But  however  I  mud  confefs  that  I  have  met 
with  great  and  fometimes  infuperable  difficulties 
in  attempting  to  faw  off  the  points  of  bones,  and 
am  convinced  that  the  directions  infilled  upon  in 
thefe  cafes,  though  very  fpecious,  are  not  always 
practicable  or  fafe  ;  and  that  it  is  much  better  to 
truft  to  future  exfoliation,  than  by  unneceffary 
violence  in  handling  and  jarring  the  bones  under 
a  pretence  of  fawing  them,  to  run  the  rifk  of  ex- 

*  There  is  now  in  this  town  a  mafon  aged  50,  who  20 
years  ago  had  a  compound  fracture  of  the  os  humeri  about  a 
hand’s  breadth  below  the  head  of  the  bone.  Notwithftanding 
proper  care  and  treatment  the  bone  would  never  unite :  but 
the  external  wound  healing,  a  kind  of  joint  was  formed  in 
the  fpace  between  the  fraCtured  extremities,  which  being 
covered  with  callus  the  fame  as  with  cartilage  is  capable  of 
free  motion  in  all  directions.  The  mufcles  aft  as  ligaments, 
and  the  man  can  raife  and  carry  a  very  confiderable  weight 
with  that  arm,  labouring  at  his  trade  as  ufual.  The  fight 
is  curious,  and  I  with  he  could  be  feen  by  the  profeifors  of 
anatomy  in  the  metropolis. 

f  What  becomes  of  the  olTifc  juice  from  the  extremity  of 
a  bone  after  amputation  ?  We  fee  no  traces  of  it  notwith- 
ftanding  the  end  is  fawed  as  fmooth  and  even  as  poihble.— 
Perhaps  the  difcharge  in  the  wound  wafhes  it  away,  as  it  does 
in  compound  fractures. 
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citing  pain  and  irritation  :  Nor  have  I  yet  feen  an 
indrument  of  power  fufficient  to  anfwer  all  the 
purpofes  which  furgeons  would  have  us  attempt* 

Some  further  remarks  occur  relative  to  that 
deluge  of  matter  which  forms  in  compound  frac¬ 
tures,  and  abforption  and  the  confequential  mif- 
chiefs  which  arife  from  it.  We  frequently  obferve 
a  putrid  heat,  fever,  and  diarrhea  affedting  the 
patient  terribly  by  fits,  and  preventing  every  en¬ 
deavour  to  unite  the  bone  :  For  we  muft  not  ex- 
pe<d  that  callus  can  be  generated  while  the  circula¬ 
tion  is  difturbed,  the  fecretion  of  all  nutritious 
juices  being  fufpended  till  the  blood  is  able  to  clear 
itfelf  from  foreign  matter.  But  how  are  we  to 
prevent  this  -abforption  ?  I  would  anfwer  by  en¬ 
deavouring  to  check  the  profufenefs  of  the  dis¬ 
charge,  for  matter  when  Separated  in  due  quantity 
only,  never  does  harm.  It  is  the  fuperfiuity  which 
renders  it  of  a  bad  confidence  and  noxious  quality, 
and  of  courfe  liable  to  be  taken  up  by  the  abfor- 
bent  fydem,3  and  to  be  returned  into  the  blood. 
We  mud  aim  therefore  at  two  points :  One  is  to 
check  the  quantity  of  the  difcharge,  and  the  other, 
to  hinder  ids  re-abforption.  In  the  fird  intention 
the  cortex  with  fuitable  regimen  are  neceifary,  in 
the  fecond,  proper  bandage  andcomprefs;  the  great 
and  important  ufes  of  which  we  lhall  explain  a  little 
more  fully. 

In  all  wounds  and  ulcers  wherein  matter  is 
lodged,  confider  what  paiTes'in  refpeft  to  the  lym¬ 
phatic 
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phatic  fyftem.  There  we  are  frequently  to  look 
for  the  fedes  morhi.  Let  us  take  the  management 
of  any  old  ulcer,  for  inftance,  and  we  fhall  find 
the  difcharge  greatly  differing  both  in  quantity 
and  quality,  affedting  the  health  of  the  patient  ac¬ 
cordingly.  If  we  enjoin  confinement  in  bed,  the 
matter  will  be  often  abforbed  as  it  is  in  comoound 

X 

fradtures  from  the  fame  fituation  of  the  patient. 
But  there  is  this  material  difference  in  refpedt  to 
the  formation  of  the  matter,  for  the  irritation  in 
fradtures  is  continually  occafioning  a  frefh  collec¬ 
tion,  whereas  in  ulcers  of  the  legs  that  effedt  ceafes 
in  confequence  of  confinement  and  bandage.  Now 
if  we  could  ufe  preffure  in  compound  fradtures  (I 
mean  above  the  wound)  upon  the  fame  principles 
and  with  the  fame  propriety  as  we  do  bandages  in 
ulcers  the  cure  would  be  happily  accelerated,  be- 
caufe  the  matter  would  be  intercepted  in  the  ab- 
forbent  fyftem  and  prevented  from  returning  into 
the  blood.  Monf.  Bilguer  fpeaks  to  the  fame 
effedt*  “  a  moderate  compreffion  of  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  parts  contributes  to  prevent  the  re-abforption 
of  purulent  matter  — An  affair  of  very  great 
confequence  and  requiring  the  utmoft  attention. 

If 

*  Page  54  of  the  tranflation,  4 

§  The  dodlrine  of  abforption  though  generally  received 
amongft  furgeons,  is  involved  in  fome  obfcurity.  I  have 
often  had  reafon  to  doubt  when  fymptoms  of  fever  have  been 
afcribcd  to  an  abforption  of  matter,  that  there  has  been  in 
reality  no  matter  at  all  feparated  from  the  blood  ;  and  that 
the  ineffedtual  efforts  of  nature  to  do  it,  are  the  caufe  of  thofe 
ihiverings  which  precede  the  fever  from  fuppofed  abforption. 

Nor 
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If  we  examine  more  clofely  the  ufual  procefs 
followed  in  the  cure  of  ulcers,  we  may  perhaps 
deduce  fome  hints  to  aflift  us  in  our  prefenr  en¬ 
quiry.  After  the  firft  intentions  of  abating  inflam¬ 
mation  and  foftening  callous  edges,  by  rendering 
the  obftrudted  veflels  pervious,  are  eflfefted,  we 
next  endeavour  to  increafe  our  bandage.  This 
ferves  two  great  purpofes,  both  by  comprefling 
artfully  and  gradually  the  whole  arterial  tube  from 
whofe  ramified  extremities  matter  is  difcharged, 
andlikewife  by  (Lengthening  the  lymphatic  fyftem 
and  preventing  that  erofion  which  matter  occafions 
and  that  accidental  abforption  which  may  pofliblv 
take  place.  This  is  the  principle  upon  which 
laced  (lockings  are  ufed,  and  the  fame  intention 
may  be  ptirfued  with  advantage,  under  proper  re- 
flriclions,  in  compound fradlures  when  the  difcharge 
of  matter  is  too  copious.  Fo'r  this  purpofe  the 
eighteen  tailed  bandage  defcribed  by  Mr.  Pott 
fhould  be  made  broad  enough  to  extend  from  joint 
to  joint,  th^t  comprefifes  dipped  in  brandy  and 
vinegar  may  be  applied  to  any  part  of  the  limb, 
and  confined .  with  a  fufficient  degree  of  prefiure 
to  anfvver  the  end  we  aim  at.  In  (hort,  the  great 
difcharge  of  matter  is  the  principal  inconvenience, 
and  therefore  the  event  of  a  compound  fra&ure 
may  be  foon  determined  ^  for  if  the  matter  is  mo- 

Nor  does  this  objection  in  the  leaft  contradict  the  opinion 
juftly  entertained  by  anatomifts  concerning  the  offices  of  the 
ablbrbent  veffiels,  which  undoubtedly  do  convey  certain 
fluids  to  the  blood,  though  not  always  do  they  return  what 
has  been  already  feparated  from  it  by  the  power  of  the  cir¬ 
culation,  or  the  vis  vita* 


derate 
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derate  in  quantity  and  decreafes  daily  the  cafe  will 
be  fortunate,  if  the  difcharge  continues  to  deluge 
the  limb  we  have  reafon  to  dread  the  confequences. 

I  fhall  now  mention  fome  cafes  as  concifely  as 
poffible,  that  from  a  general  view  the  young  prac¬ 
titioner  may  form  an  idea  of  the  difficulty,  danger, 
and  duration  of  them  by  comparing  the  events. 

On  July  20,  1758,  T.  E,  was  brought  into  St. 
George's  hofpital*  with  a  compound  fraCture  :  both 
bones  were  broke  near  the  ancle  joint,  but  the 
wound  through  the  integuments  was  not  large, 
neither  did  the  bones  protrude,  and  there  was  no 
haemorrhage. — V .  S.  ftatim .  The  chief  furgeon 
coming  foon  after  placed  the  limb  in  a  fraCture 
box  raifed,  and  applied  compreffes  dipped  in  an 
embrocation  above  and  below  the  wound. — V.  S, 
repet.  Hauft .  Anod. — 21.  Hauft.  Purg. — 22.  V .  S. 
Matter  being  collected  amongft  the  tendons  the 
furgeon  made  incifions  on  each  fide  of  the  leg,  and 
took  out  a  fplinterfrom  the  fibula  — Aug .  8,  the 
matter  from  the  two  incifions  having  communi¬ 
cated  under  the  Pendo  Achillis  a  feton  was  paffed 
to  encourage  a  free  difcharge.  From  Aug.  1 8th. 
to  the  31ft.  the  quantity  of  matter  decreafed,  in¬ 
jections  were  ordered  in  the  interim,  notwithftand- 
ing  which  a  finus  formed  and  was  laid  open  on 

*  The  cafes  at  St.  George's  hofpital  are  collected  and 
abridged  from  the  memorandum  book  kept  by  the  author 

while  houfe-furgeon  there  in  the  years  1758  and  1759.- - 

Thefe  cafes  were  under  the  direction  of  David  Middleton, 

f 

Cafar  Hawkins ,  William  Bromjield ,  Efqrs.  and  Mr.  William 
Hewitt ,  at  that  time  furgeons  to  the  hofpiul, 

Z  •  Sept • 
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Sept.  4. — On  Sept.  26,  a  fleel  machine  was  or¬ 
dered  to  fecure  the  leg  from  injuries,  and  the  pa¬ 
tient  was  difcharged. 

Aug.  21.  F.  F.  brought  in  with  a  compound 
fradlure,  but  no  protrufion  of  the  bones  or  hae¬ 
morrhage — treated  by  the  fame  furgeon  in  the 
fame  manner.— Sept.  23.  Fmplaft.  Robor.— 27.  Al¬ 
lowed  the  patient  to  fit  up >—051.  10.  Difcharged 
him  cured. 

Aug.  18.  J.  E.  was  brought  in  with  a  fradture 
of  the  os  ilium. — The  wound  was  dilated,  and 
fomented,  and  V.S.  and  the  antiphlogiftic  regimen 
prefcribed. — Aug.  28.  Matter  lodging,  the  wound 
was  again  dilated  freely. — Sept.  2.  The  patient 
complains  of  a  cough.  V.  3.  Fever  very  high. 
—4.  Difcharge  flopped.— 5.  6.  7.  Seized  with 
a  troublefome  cough,  owing,  as  I  fuppofed,  to  the 
tendinous  expanfion  of  the  abdominal  mufcles  be¬ 
ing  irritated.  V.  S.  Linff  Oleos.—c).  Great  hemorr¬ 
hage  from  the  wound.— -10.  Obiit *. 

March  1 5,  1759,  C.  L .  brought  in  with  a  com¬ 
pound  fradlure  of  the  leg  occasioned  by  a  cart 

*  September  nth*  On  examining  the  body  of  J.  B.  I 
found  the  inteftines  in  general,  and  particularly  the  colon  at 
the  part  which  lay  next  the  wound  in  a  ft  ate  of  mortification. 
The  lungs  adhered  to  the  pleura  on  the  right  fide  with  ap¬ 
pearances  of  difeafe.  The  right  os  ilium  was  fiffured  on  the 
fuperior  fpine,  and  fome  fplinters  were  broke  oft*.  The  wound 
was  in  a  ftate  of  fphacelation.  It  feemed  evident  ithat  this 
man  did  not  lofe  his  life  merely  from  the  wound  or  fraflure 
conlidered  abftradtedly,  but  that  -the  force  which  broke  the 
fpine  of  the  ilium  muft  likewife  injure  fatally  the  contents 
of  the  abdomen  and  pelvis  by  a  general  contufion. 
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wheel  running  over  it :  the  tibia  was  broke  near 
the  middle,  the  external  wound  was  an  inch  in 
length,  and  though  the  bone  did  not  protrude  yet  it 
prefied  hard  againft  the  integuments  which  were 
greatly  contufed. —  i6.The  wound  was  dilated,  and 
doflils  of  lint  were  applied  upon  the  (harp  extremi¬ 
ties  of  the  bone.  — 19.  Fotus. — 22.  Shiverings.-— 
23.  Wound  dilated  more,  matter  increafes. — 24. 
Shiverings  continue  with  great  difeharge. — 25.  De¬ 
lirium  >  pulfe  quick,  ordered  opium  in  dofes  of  one 
grain  frequently  repeated,  which  relieved  the  de¬ 
lirium  ;  the  wound  offenfive. — 26.  Shiverings,  or¬ 
dered  Cort.  Peruv .  with  Conf.  Card. — 28.  Shivering 
fit  returned  violently.  —  30.  Obiit *. 

April  3,  F.  A.  brought  in  with  a  compound 
fradture  of  the  leg.  The  tibia  was  broke  and 
fplintered  juft  above  the  ancle,  and  the  lower  ex¬ 
tremity  of  the  fibula  likewife,  both  being  forced 
through  a  large  wound  in  the  integuments.  Am¬ 
putation  was  performed  below  the  knee,  the  ope¬ 
rator  ufing  the  artery  forceps  to  draw  out  the  blood- 
vefiels,  and  enable  him  to  avoid  inclofing  the  nerve 
with  the  ligature.  The  patient  had  violent  pain 
after  the  operation,  and  fome  haemorrhage.  V.  S. 
— 5.  Delirium  and  pain  laft  night.  V .  S.  in  the 

evening  — 6.  Stump  fwelled,  but  little  difeharge _ 

7.  Delirium  laft  night.  After  eating  his  breakfaft 

*  April  ilt.  The  body  was  opened  but  no  difeovery  made 
of  the  apparent  caufes  of  death. 

Z  2 
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with  a  kind  of  convuifive  eagernefs  he  fuddehly 
expired  . 

Jpril  2  6.  A  boy  was  brought  in  with  a  com¬ 
pound  fra£lure  of  the  os  Humeri  juft  above  the  el¬ 
bow.  The  method  of  treatment  fucceeded  very 
well  in  every  point,  and  on  May  17,  he  was  dis¬ 
charged  cured. 

May  1.  A  man  brought  in  with  a  compound 
fra6ture  of  the  leg  :  the  wound  large  and  near  the 
ancle.  V.  S.— 2.  V.  5.-3.  V.  S.— 5.  V .  5.-9.  V.  S. 
the  wound  dreffed  lightly  with  ccmpreftes  dipped 
in  brandy  above  and  below."— 10.  Spafms  and  flatt¬ 
ing  which  difplaced  the  limb  :  ordered  opium  in 
dofes  of  one  grain  occafionally.— 1 1.  Better. — July 
nth.  Cured. 

May  18.  A  man  came  to -the  hofpital  with  a 
contufed  wround  on  the  elbow  from  a  hedge  flake, 
the  parts  were  much  fwelled.  V.  S.  Mixt.  Purg. 
CatapL  Difcut, — 19.  Thefurgeon  made  an  incifion 
and  difcovered  the  olecranon  to  be  fr allured  in  fo 
bad  a  manner  as  to  draw  from  him  an  unfavour¬ 
able  prognoftic.— ■  20.  V.  S.  Fotuf.  CatapL  Opium ^ 
Mixt .  Purg .  occafionally.— 22.  V.  S. — 24.  Some 
fmall  fplinters  of  bone  removed.— 26.  Inflamma¬ 
tion,  tenfion,  and  fever  in  a  very  high  degree  ; 
pulfe  languid,  difcharge  thin. — 27.  28.  Delirium. 
—  29.  30.  31.  Tenfion.  pain,  and  delirium  in  fpite 

f  April  7th.  Upon  examining  the  body  of  F.  A.  I  found 
an  inflammation  and  adhefion  on  the  right  lobe  of  the  lungs, 
but  no  appearances  fufficient  to  account  for  his  death— per¬ 
haps  the  irritation  on  the  nervous  fyitem  was  the  caufe. 


of 
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of  all  remedies  and  applications. — June  1.  A  very 
deep  and  bold  incifion  made  upon  the  tumified 
part,  and  fome  matter  difcharged. — 2.  Tenfion 
and  inflammation  abated  ;  patient  very  low  ;  the 
difcharge  copious  — 3.  Profufe  fweats. — 6.  Obiit. 

Aug .  20.  A  young  man  came  into  the  hofpital 
who  by  a  fall  from  a  coach-box  had  received  a 
very  great  contufion  on  the  elbow  :  V .  S .  Cat  apt. 
Opium .  Hauft.  Purg . — 21.  The  fwelling  being 
abated  the  Olecranon  was  upon  examination  found 
to  be  fradlured. — 22.  The  patient  reftlefs,  and  was 
always  throwing  his  arm  about  very  violently, 
though  properly  attended  and  cautioned  to  keep 
it  ftill.  V .  23.  Early  this  morning  the  patient 

was  feized  with  a  delirium  which  increafed  to  a 
furpriflng  degree  in  a  few  hours.  Judging  it  to 
proceed  from  irritation,  recourfe  was  had  to  opium 
in  large  dofes,  by  which  means  the  delirium  was 
abated,  but  in  the  evening  he  was  feized  with  con- 
vulfions  and  died  *. 

Sept . 

*  On  dilTe&ing  the  arm  I  found  the  Olecranon  broke 
obliquely  and  much  fplintered  :  The  ligament  of  the  joint 
was  lacerated  together  with  the  head  of  the  Anconeus  mufcle^ 
and  the  ulnar  nerve  had  confequently  been  injured.  There 
was  great  extravafation  amongft  the  mufcles  all  up  the  limb, 
and  from  the  violence  of  the  fever  the  body  was  rendered  ex¬ 
tremely  putrid. 

And  here  I  mult  obferve  that  no  cafes  are  more  dangerous 
than  injuries  of  the  joints,  and  none  more  dilagreeable  and 
indeed  difreputable  to  the  furgeon,  who  if  he  is  lucky  enough 
to  fave  his  patient  yet  generally  fufFers  in  his  credit.  Every 
deformity  and  inconvenience  which  remains  is  attributed  to 

unlkilfulnefs. 
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Sept .  6.  A  woman  brought  with  a  compound 
luxation.  The  foot  was  turned  inwards  and  both 
bones  were  thruft  through  the  (kin  at  the  outer 
ancle.  The  Tibia  had  forced  the  aftragalus  along 
with  it  under  the  tendon  of  the  extenjcr  mufcle *.  On 
the  7th  amputation  was  performed,  but  the  opera¬ 
tion  proved  unfortunate,  for  on  the  17th  fhivering 
fits  came  on,  and  on  the  23d  the  patient  died. 

On  Jtily  15,  1768,  a  man  (60  years  of  age)  was 
brought  into  the  Birmingham  town-infirmary,  who 
by  falling  down  into  a  draw-well  90  feet  deep 
fradtured  his  left  leg  in  luch  a  manner,  that  from 
the  diftance  of  about  five  inches  below  the  knee 
to  nearly  the  fame  fpace  above  the  ancle,  both 
bones  were  broke  in  different  places,  and  feveral 
portions  feparated  from  each  other.  There  was  a 
very  large  wound  through  which  the  Tibia  protrud¬ 
ed,  The  fradture  at  the  upper  part  of  the  Tibia  was 
oblique,  and  I  was  fearful  that  bone  was  ftiivered  or 
fplit  as  high  as  the  upper  condyl,  but  however 
upon  carefully  examining,  I  was  convinced  that 
the  joint  wTas  not  injured.  The  fame  favourable 
efcape  happened  at  the  ancle,  though  the  fibula 
was  fractured  very  near  it.  I  dilated  the  wound 
and  took  out  the  fplinters,  and  laid  the  leg  in  as 
convenient  a  fituation  as  I  could  in  a  fradlure-box. 
The  upper  fradfure  appeared  as  is  reprefented  in 
the  plate  annexed.  But  the  diftance  between  the 

unfkilfulnefs,  though  in  thefe  circumftances  it  is  frequently 
impoffible  to  prevent  an  Anchylcjh ,  or  to  reilore  the  free  ufe 
Of  the  limb. 

*  Vid.  Medical  Mifceliany,  pape  121* 
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bones  in  a  few  days  became  lefs,  their  extremities 
being  drawn  together  by  the  contraction  of  the 
mufcles  *.  The  firft  grand  point  to  determine 
was,  whether  amputation  fhould  be  performed  or 
not.  Many  reafons  occurred  on  both  fides  the 
queftion,  but  the  arguments  for  keeping  on  the 
limb  preponderated  from  the  following  confidera- 
tions  :  In  the  firft  place,  the  joints  were  uninjured 
and  there  was  no  very  great  contufion,  and  fcarce 
any  haemorrhage  ;  and  again,  though  the  advanced 
age  of  the  patient  might  be  urged  as  an  objection, 
yet  on  the  other  hand  his  conftitution  was  ftrong 
and  his  fpirits  remarkably  good  ;  the  opinion  too 
of  Monf.  Bilguer  in  refpeCt  to  thefe  cafes,  and  the 
remembrance  of  many  examples  quoted  by  authors 
wherein  the  bones  had  been,  beyond  expectation, 
united,  and  deficiencies  and  lofs  of  fubftance  fup- 
plied,  pleaded  very  ftrongly  in  favour  of  our  at¬ 
tempting  to  fave  the  limb,  which  was  after  due 
confultation  agreed  upon. 

V\re  forefaw  the  trouble  which  this  lenity  would 
bring  upon  us,  and  indeed  every  difficulty  which 
might  be  expeCted  did  every  day  prefent  itfelf  to 
us.  A  deluge  of  matter  overflowed  the  wound,  and 
notwithftanding  all  the  precautions  ufed,  both  in 
making  incifions  and  applying comprefTes  we  could 

*  This  contra&ion  of  the  mufcles  is  always  very  power¬ 
fully  exerted  in  all  fraCtures,  and  is  bell  remedied  in  a  flexed 
pofition  of  the  limb.  As  to  Mr.  Watben's  machine  I  dare 
not  apply  it  on  account  of  the  contraction  of  the  mufcles,  for 
fear  of  giving  pain  ;  It  is  ufeful  chiefly  for  removing  the 
patients. 
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not  prevent  the  mifchiefs  which  happened.  A  re* 
cital  of  each  minute  proceeding  would  be  tedious  : 
fuffice  it  fay,  that  after  1 2  weeks  fufferings,  fymp- 
toms  of  abforption  came  on,  and  I  found  it  ne- 
ceffary  to  amputate  above  the  knee  at  lad.  The 
operation  was  performed  on  Ottober  10th.  The 
flump  healed  tolerably  well,  but  unfortunately  the 
patient  fell  ill  of  a  fever  and  died  on  January  12  * 
1769  *. 

'  From  thefe  foregoing  remarks  and  cafes  it  will 
appear  how  difficult  and  uncertain  all  our  decifions 
prove  in  compound  fractures.  It  is  faid  that 
country  practitioners  have  in  general  better  fuc- 
cefs  then  hofpital  furgeons  in  treating  thefe  acci¬ 
dents,  but  to  what  this  fuccefs  is  owing  I  cannot 
fay,  unlefs  the  difference  of  air  gives  the  advantage. 
Nor  is  the  fact  itfelf  abfolutely.  certified,  becaufe 
the  proofs  muft  depend  upon  an  exact  compari- 

*  I  will  add  an  obfervation  or  two  in  a  note.-— I  have 
found  in  amputations  when  the  blood  of  the  patient  is  very 
thin,  troublefome  and  dangerous  haemorrhages  enfue  from 
the  whole  furface  of  the  dump.  Several  methods  have  been 
‘  recommended  to  obviate  this  inconvenience,  fponge  has  been 
tried,  but  it  proves  fometimes  inefficient  and  creates  much 
difficulty  by  mixing  with  the  flefhy  fibres.  The  belt  pre^ 
vention  is  by  rollers  palled  round  the  body  and  carried  down 
the  thigh,  with  a  comprefs  all  along  the  crural  artery.  This 
preffure  may  be  increafed  or  ilackened  ad  libitum . — In  com¬ 
pound  frattures  I  have  obferved  oily  particles  among!!  the 
matter  difcharged,  thefe  probably  are  from  the  cellular  fub- 
llance  diffolving.  In  wounds  this  appearance  has  been 
reckoned  by  fome  old  furgeons  as'a  fignum  fanandi ,  but  for 
what  reafon  I  know  not. 


fon 
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fon  in  refpedt  to  the  number  of  cafes  in  each  hal¬ 
ation,  which  has  not  yet  been  made.  As  to  care, 
(kill,  convenience,  and  every  other  requifite  for  the 
welfare  of  the  fick,  hofpital-pradtice  mult  furelv 
claim  the  preference. 


We  fee  upon  the  whole  that  the  propriety  of  our 
determinations  in  every  doubtful  exigence  cannot 
be  afcertained  by  the  events.  In  the  laft  men- ' 
tioned  inftance  we  adted  from  the  ftrongeft  con- 
vidtion  of  doing  right,  of  doing  for  the  patient 
what  we  would  have  done  for  ourfelves  under  the 
fame  circumftances.  Had  we  proceeded  otherwifc 
and  taken  the  fhortefl  and  eafieft  method,  that  of 
amputation,  whilft  there  was  a  probability  of  hav¬ 
ing  the  limb,  though  our  pradtice  might  have  been 
more  fuccefsful  1  cannot  think  it  would  have  ap¬ 
peared  quite  fo  juftiftable,  or  confident  v/ith  the 
rules  of  chirurgery  and  humanity. 


Succinft  account  of  the  fate  of  difeafes  in  Birming_ 

ham  in  1768. 


IT  is  obfervable  in  general  that  the  fituation  and 
air  of  Birmingham  render  the  town  very  health¬ 
ful,  and  that  the  employment  of  the  working 
people  does  not  expofe  them  to  difeafes  or  acci¬ 
dents,  but  is  rather  a  means  of  their  prefervation 
from  both,  except  in  the  guilding  and  painting 
bufinefs  from  the  ufe  of  mercury  and  lead  *,  and 
thefe  branches  bear  but  a  very  fmall  proportion 
comparatively  with  the  reft.  Epidemical  diftem- 

A  a  pers 
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pers  rarely  infeft  this  place,  and  there  is  none  that 
can  be  ftriCtly  called  endemial,  therefore  the  mor¬ 
tality  is  not  fo  confiderable  as  might  be  expeCted 
from  the  multitude  of  inhabitants*. 

The  bell  and  fureft  method  of  forming  an  eflit- 
mate  concerning  the  prevailing  difeafes  at  any  time 
in  any  populous  town,  is  to  examine  the  Hate  of 
health  amongftthe  poor  :  for  this  clafs  of  people 
from  their  circumilances  and  fituation,  deftitute  of 
proper  nourilhment  and  convenience,  crowded  too 
much  together  in  clofe  habitations,  are  unavoidably 
moil  expofed  to  every  infalutary  influence  of  the 
atmofphere,  and  confequently  feel  the  firlt  effeCts 
of  any  epidemical  conflitution  in  the  air,  that  can 
infeCt  human  bodies.  The  (late  of  the  poor  in 
refpeCt  to  diflempers,  is  therefore  the  criterion  by 
which  we  are  to  determine  the  ftate  of  health  in 
general,  for  as  to  private  practice  it  is  divided  into 
too  many  hands  to  allow  us  to  make  from  the 
reports  of  individuals  fuch  calculations  as  can  be 
depended  upon. 

If  we  are  toj  udge  from  this  principle,  it  will  appear 
that  the  town  of  Birmingham  was  very  healthy  dur¬ 
ing  the  year  1768.  There  was  indeed  a  continual 
fucceflion  of  wet  weather  which  in  the  country  was 
productive  of  putrid  difeafes  to  a  great  degree,  but 
this  infeClion  did  not  reach  the  town.  The  num¬ 
ber  of  fires  conftantly  kept  here  both  for  conveni¬ 
ence  and  for  carrying  on  the  manufactures,  did 

*  Birmingham  is  fuppofed  to  contain  about  40,000  Inha¬ 
bitants. 

moft 
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mod  probably  contribute  to  the  fafety  of  the 
people  :  at  lead  I  could  affign  no  better  reafon  to 
account  for  that  remarkable  difference  in  refpeCt 
to  didempers  which  v/as  apparent  in  town  and 
country  in  the  courie  of  the  year  now  mentioned. 
The  fick-lid  for  the  paupers  was  much  inferior  in 
number  to  what  former  years  have  produced  :  in 
the  year  1766  the  town  relieved  1022  fick  objeCts, 
viz.  in-patients  270 — out-patients  752 — but  not 
near  fo  many  in  1 767,  and  in  1768  fewer  dill. 
The  fame  hitherto  may  be  laid  of  the  year  1 769 
for  in  this  prefent  month  of  June  there  is  not  above 
four  or  five  upon  the  out-patient  lid  ;  but  the 
number  is  always  fluctuating. 

The  difeafes  of  the  paupers  here  arife  chiefly 
(as  is  the  cafe  in  all  manufacturing  towns)  from 
bad  diet,  uncleanlinefs,  and  clofe  crowded  rooms, 
the  confequences  of  that  didrels  which  intemper¬ 
ance  and  a  wrong;  ufe  of  the  produce  of  labour 
occafion,  rather  than  any  real  want :  and  in  gene¬ 
ral  thefe  difeafes  become  of  a  putrid  nature. 
Hence  it  happens  that  reports  are  frequently  fpread 
of  epidemical  fevers  prevailing,  when  no  fuch  dif¬ 
eafes  exid  in  the  place,  except  in  appearance  only 
from  the  above-mentioned  caufes.  The  cure  of 
thefe  didempers  confids  more  in  management  and 
regimen,  than  in  medicine.  Remove  the  fick  to 
the  infirmary,  allow  clean  linen  and  good  beds, 
with  gruel  and  fuitable  nourifhment,  and  they  foon 
recover.  Our  Pharmacopeia  Patiperum  contains 
but  few  medicines,  remarkable  rather  for  ufe  and 

A  a  2  efficacy 
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efficacy  than  for  pomp  and  form.  Very  few  ac¬ 
cidents  happen  here  notwithflanding  the  populouf- 
nefs  of  the  place  and  it’s  environs.  There  are 
fome  difeafes  which  we  fcarce  ever  fee,  particularly 
the  ftone  :  not  one  inftance  has  occurred  amongft 
the  paupers  for  the  fpace  of  nine  years,  while  I 
have  been  employed  as  furgeon  to  the  infirmary. 
I  fuppofe  the  exemption  from  this  torturing 
malady,  is  owing  to  the  quantity  of  mild  malt 
liquor  ufually  drank  here  by  the  loweft  of  the 
people.  But  this  beverage,  if  it  does  not  produce 
the  ftone,  when  taken  in  excefs  brings  on  other 
difeafes  equally  fatal  though  perhaps  flower  in  their 
progrefs,  and  more  delufive  in  their  effcdts. 

In  the  treatment  of  fevers  in  the  infirmary  I 
have  found  good  effects  by  obferving  the  cool  re¬ 
gimen,  as  recommended  by  the, belt  pradtitioners*. 

I  thought  that  pulmonary  complaints  occurred 
more  frequent  than  ufual  in  the  year  1768,  but 
whether  froiji  that  general  fcrophulous  difpofition 
prevalent  amongft  the  poor,  or  from  any  effedls 
of  the  wet  feafon  I  could  not  determine. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  material  obfervations  which 
the  ftate  of  health  gave  rife  to,  there  was  nothing 

*  Here  I  beg  leave  to  recommend  an  improvement  in  re- 
fpeft  to  liquors  drank  in  putrid  fevers ;  initead  of  toaft-water 
let  a  very  flight  cold  infufion  of  the  Peruvian  bark  be  made  in 
the  proportion  of  half  an  ounce  of  bark  to  two  quarts  or  five 
pints  of  water,  to  be  drank  cold ;  it  proves  an  agreeable  bever¬ 
age  and  affifls  in  all  intentions  where  tlje  bark  is  proper.  This 
hint  is  taken  from  the  ingenious  Dr.  Vaughan ,  of  Leicejler . 

remarkable 
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remarkable  produced,  and  confequently  the  de- 
fcription  cannot  be  very  interefting.  Future  years 
in  fo  large  a  place  may  perhaps  furnifh  more  ample 
matter  for  medical  enquiry  and  difquifition. 


Epitome  of  Anatomical  Leffures* 

- Velut  iter  monstrante. 

maxim — divide  &  impera ,  is  equally  juft 


in  fcience  as  in  politics  :  and  in  no  branch  is 
it  more  applicable  than  in  anatomy.  The  mind 
upon  a  general  view  of  the  wonderful  and  compli¬ 
cated  ftrufture  of  the  human  body,  feems  to  have 
it’s  powers  fufpended  in  aftonifhment,  anddefpairs 
of  arriving  to  a  knowledge  of  that  intricate 
machinery  which  infinite  wifdom  hath  framed. 
But  this  gloom  of  defpondency  vanilhes  by  de¬ 
grees,  when  we  begin  with  the  firft  principles  and 
feparate  the  parts  which  compofe  the  ftupendous 
whole,  taking  them  to  pieces  one  by  one,  arrang¬ 
ing  them  in  proper  order,  and  examining  each  of 
them  diftindlly.  Diligence  then  furmounts  all 
difficulties,  combinations  are  difentangled,  the 
gradual  improvements  of  fucceffive  ages  are  ex¬ 
plained,  and  by  an  attention  to  nature  and  the 
affiftance  of  authors,  the  objedl  becomes  more  and 
more  familiar  and  agreeable.  Some  will  often 
atchieve  by  labour  and  induftry  what  by  natural 
genius  they  could  never  attain.  He  that  is  not 
capable  of  making  new  difcoveries,may  by  dint  of 
application  and  pradticc  learn  to  trace  thofe  lines 


which 
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which  others  have  drawn.  Actuated  by  thefe 
fentiments,  and  by  a  defire  of  inftrudting  the  young 
gentlemen  of  the  faculty  educated  here,  a  courfe 
of  anatomical  ledtures  was  attempted  at  Birming¬ 
ham ,  during  the  winter  feafon,  upon  the  following 
plan. 

Hippocrateshzving&Wi&zd.  the  human  body  into 
folids  and  fluids,  the  whole  may  properly  be  de- 
fcribed  according  to  Heijier  under  thefe  general 
heads. 

OSTEOLOGY, 

SARCOLOGY, 

SPLANCHNOLOGY. 

A  N  G I  O  L  O  G  Y, 
NEUROLOGY, 

MYOLOGY,  *-  1  l  & 

ADENOLOGY., 

This  was  the  order  laid  down,  though  it  muft 
be  obferved  that  it  is  impoflible  to  purfue  it  exact¬ 
ly,  or  to  treat,  of  each  division  altogether  feparately 
and  independently  of  the  reft,  on  account  of  that 
connexion  which  one  part  hath  with  another,  and 
the  neceftity  of  varying  the  fubjedt  now  and  then 
as  opportunities  of  procuring  bodies  occur.  Thefe 
reafons  will  ever  occafion  fome  diverfttv  in  the 
method  of  teaching  anatomy,  but  though  we  may 
be  obliged  to  wander  irregularly  in  this  extenfive 
field,  yet  at  length  we  may  take  a  juft  furvey  of 
the  whole. 

* 

As  I  attempted  only  to  find,  the  parts  and  to 
exhibit  a  view  of  them,  I  was  fenfible  that  the  fub- 

jeft 
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jed  could  receive  very  little  illuftration  from  my 
labours,  and  therefore  it  became  necefiary  tofeled 
the  belt  authors  as  guides  and  inftrudors  to  my- 
felf  and  others  in  this  undertaking.  Lyferus  in 
his  Cultrum  Anatomicum  has  attempted  to  fhew 
the  method  of  differing  the  body,  but  his  work  is 
very  irregular  and  impeded,  and  it  is  to  be  wifhed 
that  fome  able  anatomifl  would  fupply  this  defi¬ 
ciency.  In  refped  to  defcription  and  accuracy 
the  indefatigable  Winjlow  deferves  the  preference ; 
in  phyfiology  Haller .  Ocher  authors  of  eminence 
who  fiourifhed  in  the  laft  as  well  as  the  prefent 
century  may  be  confulted  with  great  advantage, 
namely,  Harvey,  Bartholin ,  Glijfon ,  Lower ,  Willis , 
Pecquet ,  Malphigi ,  Keil,  Ruyfch ,  Heifter ,  to  which 
we  mull  add  Hunter ,  rendered  famous  by  thofe 
ledures  from  which  thoufands  have  been  in- 
ftruded.  Many  of  thefe  authors  were  academics, 
men  celebrated  for  clafiical  erudition  as  well  as 
anatomical  fkill,  who  purfuing  with  equal  ardour 
and  fuccefs  the  track  difcovered  by  Harvey ,  have 
made  great  and  valuable  improvements  in  this 
fcience. 

In  defcribing  any  particular  part  or  branch  of 
anatomy,  I  always  chufe  to  follow  that  author  who 
has  wrote  more  exprefsly  on  the  fubjed  inqueftion: 
for  inftance,  in  ofteology  Monro ,  in  the  hepatic 
fyflem  Glijfon ,  in  the  myology  Douglas,  it  being 
reafonable  to  fuppofe  that  their  abilities  and  atten¬ 
tion  confined  to  one  point,  would  of  courfe  be 
exerted  with  more  vigour  and  effed.  For  much 

the 
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the  fame  reafon  I  prefer  the  accounts  given  by  the 
original  difcoverers  in  explaining  the  objects  of 
their  enquiries,  as  Pecquet  in  the  Duftus  tfhoraci- 
cus ,  and  others,  becaufe  as  they  were  animated 
with  fome  degree  of  enthufiafm  their  defcriptions 
are  more  lively  and  exadh 

Juftly  confidering  the  lectures  given  here  only 
as  a  preparatory  fchool  in  which  the  pupils  might 
qualify  themfelves  for  a  better,  by  having  terms  of 
art  explained,  and  proper  authors  recommended, 
together  with  a  familiar  view  and  defcription  of 
the  different  parts  of  the  body,  I  endeavoured  to 
be  as  concife  as  poflible.  The  whole  fcheme  was 
included  in  twenty-eight  ledtures  delivered  week¬ 
ly  :  the  particulars  of  which  when  enlarged  and 
corrected  by  the  experience  of  another  courfe,  if 
time  will  permit,  may  perhaps  be  publifhed  upon 
fome  future  occafion.  In  all  large  towns  wherein 
a  number  of  young  furgeons  are  educated,  a  defign 
of  this  nature  will  be  found  ufeful,  and  therefore 
this  is  mentioned  as  an  example  only,  of  what  may 


*  be  done  with  more  advantage  and  ability  by  others, 
efpecially  in  the  theatres  of  hofpitais. 


*  Cafe  of  an  uncommon  humour • 


A  Lady  about  thirty  years  of  age  who  from  her 
infancy  had  been  often  fubject  to  inflamma¬ 
tory  complaints,  had,  about  five  years  ago,  a  fe- 
vere  rheumatic  fever  which  continued  two  or  three 

•  Communicated  by  an  eminent  furgeon. 

months. 
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months.  After  her  recovery  fhe  grew  very  fat, 
but  remained  at  times  frequently  indifpofed  with 
lofs  of  appetite,  deje&ion  of  fpirits,  and  an  inability 
to  bear  much  exercife.— Upon  her  return  from  a 
journey  in  Auguft  1767,  fhe  complained  of  a  pun¬ 
gent  pain  below  the  fhoulder-blade  whenever  fhe 
lay  in  bed. — Upon  examination  a  tumour  about 
fix  inches  long  and  three  inches  broad  of  the  fize 
and  fhape  of  halt  a  melon  was  very  evident  on  the 
left  fide  between  the  fcapula  and  the  vertebrae,  ex¬ 
tending  itfelf  below  the  fcapula. —  A  fluctuation 
of  fome  fluid  was  very  perceivable,  though  the  in¬ 
teguments  were  not  thin  but  the  tumour  felt  re¬ 
markably  cold,  like  a  bladder  of  cold  water. 

In  hopes  that  this  tumour  might  be  of  fervice 
to  her  complaints  in  general,  various  methods  were 
made  ufe  of  to  bring  it  to  a  ftate  of  maturation. — • 
Penetrating  liniments  and  warm  irritating  plaifters 
were  applied  but  to  very  little  purpofe  :  the  lini¬ 
ments  would  not  lie  on  the  part  but  run  off  in  a 
curdled  form,  and  plaifters  though  of  ever  fo  ad- 
hefive  a  quality  when  applied  to  other  parts  of 
her,  would  not  however  ftick  upon  this  tumour. 
Finding  it  in  vain  to  expert  much  from  applica¬ 
tions,  it  was  determined  that  they  fhould  be  left 
off,  and  the  tumour  rubbed  twice  a  day  with  a 
flefh  brufh,  the  ufe  of  which  was  likewife  difcon- 
tinued  after  a  time  as  it  produced  no  alteration.— 
In  the  February  following,  fhe  was  feized  with  a 
fevere  troublefome  cough,  attended  with  a  pain 
of  the  fide,  and  between  the  flioulders, — The 
^  B  b  ufual 
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tifual  methods  relieved  the  cough,  but  upon  ex¬ 
amining  the  part  where  the  tumour  was  fituated, 
no  remains  of  it  could  be  found,  nor  was  there 
any  pain  upon  preffure. 

She  went  into  the  country,  but  found  her  ap¬ 
petite  for  food  grew  daily  worfe,  particularly  after 
exercife.  She  had  tranfient  pains  all  over  her,  which 
after  three  months  fixed  in  her  feet,  and  became 
fo  very  excruciating  as  to  be  relieved  only  by 
opiates. — Her  ftomach  and  breathing  were  often 
affedled,  and  were  eafed  only  by  the  ufe  of  philon. 
lond . — In  this  manner  fhe  continued  for  the  fpace 
of  between  two  and  three  months  when  being  worn 
out  with  pain  and  lofs  of  flrength  fhe  died  in 
Auguft  1768. 

As  the  tumour  on  the  back  had  vanifhed  fo 
long  before  her  death,  there  was  no  permiflion 
given  to  make  an  incifon  into  the  part  to  examine 
whether  there  was  any  cyfl  or  other  appearance  to 
determine  th£  nature  of  it. 


An  EJfay  on  Salep ,  by  S.  F.  Simmons. 

Bifhop’s-Gate-Street  Without,  1768. 
^jpHE  inhabitants  of  Turkey ,  Perfia ,  and  other 
parts  of  the  Eaft  have  long  efteemed  Salep  as 
a  powerful  reftorative,  and  confiderable  quantities 
of  the  root  have  been  confumed  by  thofe  nations. 
Their  example  has  been  much,  though  not  fo 
generally  imitated  by  the  Englijh  fince  the  firfl  in- 
troduftion  of  Salep  into  this  part  of  Europe .  We 

receive 
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receive  it  from  Turkey  in  roots,  which,  though 
poffeffed  of  no  fmell  afford  an  infipid  tafte  not 
very  different  from  that  of  Gum  Tragacanth  :  and 
on  a  nice  enquiry  between  Salep  and  the  Orchis  of 
our  own  country,  and  a  critical  examination  of 
their  refpedtive  qualities,  the  virtues  of  each  ap¬ 
pear  to  be  in  fome  degree  fimilar.  Several  bota¬ 
nical  writers  have  given,  on  account  of  this  refem- 
blance,  to  both  the  appellation  of  Orchis  with  pro¬ 
per  diftindtions  :  the  fpecies  of  Orchis  or  Satyr  ion 
being  numerous  *,  but  that  fpokenofhereas  fimilar 
to  Salep  is  the  male  :  the  fkin  of  which  being  taken 
off  by  a  maceration  of  the  plant  in  warm  water, 
the  root  is  fufpended  and  dried  in  the  air* :  after 
this  preparation  it  is  converted,  as  is  Salep,  by  the 
affiftance  of  hot  water  into  a  mucilage. 

Serapias ,  Salep,  Saleh,  or  Salop ,  as  it  is  different¬ 
ly  written  by  different  authors,  is  to  be  procured 
and  feen  growing  in  various  parts  of  T urkey ,  Perfia , 
and  Syria ;  but  found  in'  the  moft  confiderable 
quantities,  as  James  affures  us,  not  far  from .Con~ 
Jlantinople  on  the  mountains  of  Burjia  ;  and  as  it 
neceffarily  palfes  through  feveral  hands  before  it 
reaches  us,  is  often  counterfeited  by  roots,  which, 
when  dried,  refemble  it  in  external  appearance, 
without  poffelfing  its  reflorative  quality  •,  and  the 
compositions  daily  fold  in  the  feveral  ftreets  of 
London  bv  its  name,  are  no  other  than  decodtions 

0  * 

of  cheap,  and  perhaps ,  wholefome  woods  rendered 
palatable  by  fuitable  additions. 


*  New  Difpenfatory. 

Bb  2 
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From  the  Turks  who  firft  made  ufe  of  this  plant 
the  Englijh  have  copied  the  methods  of  compound¬ 
ing  it  in  order  to  render  it  agreeable  to  the  palate  : 
and  for  that  purpofe  we  find  it  often  mixed  with 
milk,  fugar  and  aromatic  fpices  with  wine  ororange 
juice. 

.  'sli"  ’  _  <  ,, 

The  powder  of  the  root  difiolves  by  tlie  aftift- 
ance  of  heat  alone,  and  in  cold  water  or  proof 
Jpirit  it  fubfides  to  the  bottom  :  by  experience  hot 
water  gradually  applied,  proves  a  menftruum  the 
beft  adapted  to  it.  A  tea  fpoonful  of  the  powder 
is  a  quantity  fufficient  to  infpifiate  half  a  pint  of 
water. — Thus  difiblved  it  appears  to  be  well  dif- 
pofed  for  afiimilation,  and  to  that  end  requires  but 
a  feeble  affiftance  of  the  digeftive  powers  ;  hence 
the  reafon  is  apparent  why  in  a  ftate  of  debility, 
this  and  other  liquid  aliments,  -as  broths,  jellies, 
&c.  beft  correfpond  with  the  efforts  of  nature, 
and  prove  the  moft  nourifhing, 

Geoffroy  has  recommended  Salep  in  dyfenteries  ; 
a  recommendation  which  its  tenacious  and  lubrifi- 
*  eating  qualities  feemed  without  doubt  to  entitle 
it  to. 

As  it  produces  no  effervefcence  when  combined 
with  an  acid  or  alkaline  matter,  its  property  of 
obtunding  acrid  particles  lodged  in  the  primas  viae 
evidently  appears :  thus  copious  and  frequent 
draughts,  of  which  Salep  mufl  be  the  balls,  may 
be  preferibed  with  advantage  in  all  diforders  arifing 
from  a  fpontaneous  acid  or  alkaline  caufe.—  In 

,  ••  :  -  which 
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which  the  fluids  degenerate  gradually  from  their 
healthy  and  balfamic  to  an  acrimonious  and  corro- 
five  nature. — Hence  the  containing  veflels  from 
the  impurity  of  the  humours  circulated  through 
them  and  a  confequent  diminution  of  their  due 
nourifhment  become  lefs  elaftic  and  in  the  capil¬ 
lary  veflels  a  total  abrafion  enfues. — The  powder 
has  been  prefcribed  fuccefsfully  to  children  in  dofes 
properly  increafed  to  the  age  of  the  patient  to  be 
taken  twice  a  day  *,  and  acidities  in  the  primae  vise 
have  been  removed  by  its  means.  The  Turks  have 
regarded  it  as  capable  of  exciting  venery  and  pre¬ 
venting  abortion. — Suppofitions,  I  believe,  not 
arifing  from  experience  but  imagination. — The 
nutritive  power  which  Salep  poflefles,  befpeakes 
the  advantage  thofe  perfons  may  expedt  to  receive 
from  a  continued  ufe  of  it,  who  labour  under  a 
decay  of  conftitution  or  are  by  any  means  enfeebled  j 
it  may  be  drank  for  breakfaft  inflead  of  tea*. 

General 

(C3*  By  a  note  from  a  gentleman  whofe  intelligence  cannot 
be  difputed,  I  am  informed  that  the  pra&ice  of  placing  a 
fraftured  limb  in  a  flexed  pofltion  was  begun  by  Mr.  Girle, 
of  St.  Thomas' s  hofpital,  twenty  years  ago. 

*  A  correfpondent  who  figns  himfelf  Mifop/eudosy  after  in¬ 
veighing  with  fome  juftice  againft  the  frauds  of  itinerant 
druggifls,  propofes  a  compendious  review  of  the  Materia 
Medtca  in  order  to  point  out  the  true  qualities  of  each  drug 
and  to  detect  impofitions.  This  gentleman  under  the  article 
CortexPern<vianus  obferves,  that,  “  a  few  years  ago  a  fpurious 
bark  was  imported  from  America ,  very  like  the  true  Quin¬ 
quina  ;  but  the  college  of  phyftcians  being  apprized  of  the 
fraud,  publifhed  a  caution  againft  it,  which  deterred  the 
druggiits  for  a  time  from  vending  a  drug  recently  con¬ 
demned 
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General  remarks  on  medical  hooks  in  1768  and 

1769. 

'J'HAT  the  ftridt  maxims  of  prudence  by  which 
individuals  fhould  be  influenced,  are  fome- 
times  inconfiftent  with  public  utility,  is  an  obfer- 
vation  verified  in  the  cafe  of  medical  authorifm. 
For  no  man  who  confuks  his  own  filtered:,  his  eafe, 
or  his  fame  would  write  in  the  profefBon  of  phy- 
fic,  at  a  time  when  knowledge  is  become  more 

demned  ex  Cathedra .  However,  the  Spanijh  war  breaking 
out,  the  price  of  bark  was  fo  much  advanced  as  to  tempt  the 
druggihs  to  mix  this  fpurious  fort  with  the  true,  to  the  great 
difappointment  of  practitioners  in  phyfic.”— Some  further 
intelligence  of  this  nature  will  be  acceptable  from  Mifopfeu - 
dos  who  deferves  the  thanks  of  the  faculty,  and  I  am  forry 

there  was  not  room  to  infert  the  whole  of  his  letter. 

* 

In  this  note  I  mult  likewife  take  notice  of  another  corre- 
Ipondent  who  has  fent  fome  more  queries.  As  to  his  queflions 
concerning  the  gout,  I  muft  refer  him  to  authors.  Lieutaud’s 
Synopfis  will  afford  him  fome  fatisfaftion. 

Firft  Problem/  Why  mercury  rubbed'down  and  divided 
into  as  fine  globules  or  parts  with  calcareous  earth  (as  in  the 
Merc.  Alcal.)  is  not  as  active  a  medicine  as  it  is  when  divid¬ 
ed  by  any  vifeid  fubhance  as  Saliva,  Gum.  Arab.  &c.  this 
*  latter,  experience  tells  us  is  a  very  powerful  medicine  in  the 
venereal  difeafe ;  whereas  the  other  has  but  little  effect  ? 

Second.  How  are  we  to  account  for  a  fmall  quantity  of 
blood  evacuated  from  the  noftrils,  &c.  curing  internal  inflam¬ 
mations,  pleurify,  &c.  when  twenty  times  the  quantity  from 
the  arm  does  not  effectually  relieve  f 

***  97je  letter  Jlgned  A.  B  .from  the  Nenvcajile  Cojpfee-Hcufe* 
Billing  fgai e >  could  not  be  attended  to  in  the  manner  the  writer 
requejlcd. 

general. 
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general,  and  men  brought  more  to  a  (late  of  equa¬ 
lity  by  the  opportunities  of  improvement  which 
public  ledtures  and  hofpitals  afford.  But  then  the 
world  would  be  deprived  of  many  ufeful  produc¬ 
tions,  if  the  timidity  and  caution  arifing  from  a 
profpedt  of  the  numerous  difficulties  medical  au¬ 
thors  muft  encounter,  were  to  prevail.  The  very 
nature  of  their  tafk  will  not  admit  of  thofe  orna¬ 
ments  and  figures  which  happily  are  made  ufe  of, 
to  render  other  compofitions  fuccefsful ;  invention 
cannot  enliven  the  work  with  it’s ftriking novelties, 
and  the  fire  of  genius  becomes  extindt  in  the  rneer 
narrative  of  dry  fadts  and  dull  experience.  The 
medical  writer  rifles  his  reputation,  facrifices  his 
time,  and  incurs  expence  by  his  labour.  Nor 
are  thefe  all  the  mifehiefs  to  which  he  is  expofed  ; 
a  tribe  of  anonymous  critics  will  fometimes  wan¬ 
tonly  attack  him. 

Need  uni  etiam  geminos  a  ter  go  refpicit  angues . 
Omnigenumque  Deum  monftra,  ds?  latrator  Anubis 
Tela  tenent.  Virg.  Aen.  8. 

Under  ail  thefe  difadvantages  he  is  furely  en¬ 
titled  to  the  candour,  indulgence,  and  protection 
of  the  public. 

In  refpecl  to  the  new  phyfical  books  in  176S 
and  1769,  I  can  at  prefent  infert  only  their 
bare  titles  in  the  note  below'*,  marking  fuch 

of 

c 

*  The  following  are  all  the  medical  books  which  have 
come  to  my  hands  as  publiihed  in  1768  and  part  of  1769. 

1768. — A  full  and  plain  account  of  the  gout.  By  F. 
Warner.  ^Medical 
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of  them  as  I  think  deferve  the  moil  attention; 
And  now  I  conclude  this  volume  with  declaring 
the  confcious  fatisfa&ion  I  feel  in  endeavouring  to 
fet  an  example  of  induftry  and  application  at  leaft* 
although  I  may  perhaps  be  reckoned  by  fome 
amongft  the  number  of  thofe  writers  whofe  zeal 
hath  exceeded  their  abilities. 

^Medical  tranfa&ions.  By  the  college  of  phyflcians. 
^Formulae  Medicamentorum.  By  H.  Smith,  M.  D. 
^Gooch’s  Surgery,  z  vols. 

A  Diflertation  upon  the  nerves.  By  W.  Smith,  M.  D. 
Syftem  of  Phyfic,  quarto.  By  the  fame. 

Eflay  on  Fevers.  By  Dr.  Chalmers. 

##On  the  Difeafes  in  hot  Climates.  By  Drs  Lind* 

Gn  Inflammations.  By  Dr.  Magenife. 

Libellus  de  Scorbuto.  By  Dr.  Hulme. 

*On  the  Dropfy  of  the  Brain.  By  Dr.  Whytt. 

*On  puerperal  Fevers.  By  Dr.  Denman.  v 
*Eflays  Experimental,  &c.  By  Mr.  Alexander. 

A  Treatife  on  the  Teeth.  By  T*  Beardmore. 

Dr.  Haen’s  Ratio  Medendi,  vol.  XL 

An  Anfwer  to  Mr.  Kirkland’s  Eflay.  By  Mr.  Maxwell. 

1 769. —Mr.  Kirkland’s  Reply,  by  way  of  Dialogue. 
Remarks  on  Earner’s  Account  of  the  Gout.  Anon. 

A  Compendium  of  Phyfic  and  Surgery.  Anon. 

A  Treatife  on  Fevers.  By  J.  Gibfon,  M.  D. 

An  Eflay  on  Acids.  By  Dr.  Farr. 

^Remarks  on  Fra&ures  and  Diflocations.  By  P.  Pott. 
^Experiments  and  Obfervations  onWater.  ByDr.  PereivaL 
**Obfervations  on  the  Afthma,  &c.  By  Dr.  Millar. 
Thoughts  onBrightelmftone  and  fea  bathing.  ByDK  Awfltter^ 
*A  Treatife  on  the  gout.  By  Dr.  Caverhill. 

Practical  Treatife  on  the  Scurvy.  By  Dr.  Jervey. 

On  the  Endemiai  Colic  of  Devonfhire.  By  T.  Alcock,M.A* 
An  Eflay  on  the  Bronchocele.  By  T.  Profier. 
*Phyfiological  Eflays.  By  Dr.  S  ted  man. 

Goulard’s  Treatife  on  the  Efleftrof  Lead.  T ranflated» 
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